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In congress. 



December 59, 1780. 



REiSfoLVED, 

9 - - 

THAT a Committee of three be ap^ 
pointed to coikSl^ and caufe to be publijhed, twohun^ 
dred correSi copies of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the Articles of Confederation and Per- 
petual Union, the Alliances between thefc United 
States and his Moft Chriftian Majcfty, with the 
Conftitutions or Forms of Government of the 
feveral States, to be bound together in boards. 

The members cbo fen ^ Afr. Bee, Mr. Witherlpoon, 
and Mr. Wolcott. 

Extradi from the Minutes, 



Charles Thompson, Secretary. 
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THE 



EDITOR'S ADVERTISEME^fT. 

• — 

AF T E R the Colonies of N'drth America had 
completely renounced their allegiance to the 
Mother-Country, by their folemn Declaration of 
Independence, in the month of July, 1776, each of 
the States into which they were then divided, 
adopted different forms of independent govern-- 
ments, befides entering into a general treaty of 
confederation and union. Thefe plans of new 
governments were completed at different times 
by the , different States ; a final fandlion having 
been given fooner by fome to that form which 
they chofe to adopt, -and later by others : thus, 
the conflitution of the Colony of Maffachufetts 
was not finally fettled, till the month of March, 
i78o. The fame di£Fererrce in point of time alfo 
took place in regard to the refpe.dive acceffions of 
the new American States to the general treaty of 
confederation J the Cplony of Maryland, for in* 
ilance, having only acceded to it in the fame month 
of March, 1730, that is, about four years after th*c 
Declaration of Independence. To thefe circum- 
ftances it is very probably owing, th^t no Collec- 
tion containing the above new Conflitutions, to- 
gether, with the general treaty between the Uni- 
ted States of North America, was for a long time 
publiflied. At laft, on tlie i()i\\ gf December, 
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vi E^DITOR's ADVERTISEMENT. 

1780, that isy about eighteen months ago, an 6r-^ 
der was iffucd by the Congrefs for printing cor- 
re£l copies of the above pieces. Why the Con- 
grefs dire<fted a fmall number to be-publifhed, is 
not faid ; only two hundred copies are cxprefTed 
in their order, which were diftributed, fomc 
months ago, to the principal men in America, 
and a few were fent over to Eiiropc. One of 
thefe copies having; fallen into the Editors hands, 
he thinks the reprinting of it will not prove'un- 
acceptable to the public, as the Collection here 
mentioned may be confidered as the Magna Charta 
of the United American^ Stated, as the code of 
their fundamental law,s, and in ftiort, the book 
which the oppofite patties am9ng them will at all 
times claim in fome (h^pe or other, and the 
knowledge of which is therefore necelfary to 
fuch perlons as wifli. to underftand the prefent 
cr future internal American politics. 

In framing their refpeftive Conftitutions, each 
Colony has followed its own particular views ; 
from which it has refulted that their Govern- 
ments are all different from one another. In the 
Colony of Pennfylvania, for Jriftance, they have 
cfpecially diredted their endeavours,, not only to- 
wards eftablifhing jii^blic frugality, but alfo to-*- 
wards preventing too^much power of any kind 
falling into the hands of any individual j while 
the Colony of Maflachufetts have (hewn in that 
refped: much greater confidence', and have allow- 
ed the Governor of their Commonwealth a degree 
of power at leaft equal to that pofleiTed by the 
Stadtholder, in.the Dutch Government: onlyj 
he is to be chofen annually •# In regard to the 
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EDITOR'S ADVERTISEMENT. va 

State of Rhode-Ifl?[nd, as they already formed, 
before the American Revolution, a kind of in- 
dependent Republic, through the ceffion that had 
been made by CHarles the Second to their Gover^ 
nor and Company J of all powejrs legiflalive, exe- 
cutive, and judicial, th'py have continued to ad- • 
init their original Charter as the rule of their Go- 
'vernment; and it has accordingly been inferted 
among the Conftitutions of . the other .United 
States. 

It may be remarked, in refpcifl to the Ame- 
rlcap Republican Governments; that they differ 
in-two veryeffential points from the ancient Gre- ' 
cian and Italian Commonwealths, as well as fron? 
the modern European ones, which were all framed, 
on the model of thefe : One, is the circumftance 
of the People being reprefentedy in the new Ame- 
rican Republics; and the other, is the diviiion 
of the Legiflature into two diftindt feparate bo- 
dies, that takes place in them, and which they 
have adopted, as well as many other effential re- 
gulations, from the Britifli form of Governmen:. 

The precedency among the different American 
States, like that which obtains among the Helve- 
tian Cantons^, and the Dutch Provinces, has not 
been fettled from \thcir refpedive degrees of 
power and importance, but from the time of 
their exiftence, and the dates of their charter. 
The Treity of perpetual Confederation between 
them, which is inferted in this book, may be 
confidered as the law, or_code, by which the 
United States are intended to bexonfolidated into 
one common Republic i and as the different par- 
ticular 
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ticular Conftifutions are to govern the different 
refpeiftive States,- f6 the Treaty is the ,Gonftitu- 
tiori, or mode of Government, for the collcftivd 
North-American Gommonwealth. The copy or 
this Tfeaty, which is the mbft interefting part of* 
the Collcftidni has accordingly been placed at thd 
beginning of this new edition, together with the 
Declaration of Independence ^ which may be conii* 
deredas the groond*work of the whole prefent 
American political iyflem. This difpofitioni 
which is that exprefled in the order iffucd by the 
, Congrefs, is alfo the moft natural; and it has 
been rather improperly that the Committee ap- 
pointed to form the Colledion, have inferted 
thefe two pieces 4t the end of the book* 

June 15, 1782. 
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In CONGRESS, 

« 

J V L Y 4, 1776. 



D E CLARA T I O N 

B V T H E 

REPRESENTATIVE S 

O P T U X 

UNITED STATES of AMERICA, 

In congress ASSEMBLED. 

WHEN, in the courfe of human events, it becomes necef- 
fary for one people to diflblve the political b^nds which 
h.ave connefted them with another, and to aflTume anfong 
the powers of the earth the feparate and equal fiation to which 
the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent 
.refpe£t to^he opinions of nriankind requires that they ftoutd de- 
clare the caufcs which impel them to the reparation. 

Vft hold thefe truths to be felf-evident^ that all men are 
created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with cer- 
tain unalienable rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty, and 
the purfuit of happinefs ; that to fecur^ thefe rights governments 
areiiiftituted amone men, deriving their juft powers from the con- 
fcnt of the governed j that whenever any form of government be- 
comes de(lru£live of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to alter 
.or to abolifh it, and to inftitute new government, hying its foun- 
dation on fuch principles, and organizing its powers in fuch 
form, as to them (hall feem moft likely to efteSt their fafety and 
happinefs. Prudence, indeed^ will dilate that governments long 
efta^lifhed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient caufes^ 
and accordingly all experience bath (hewn, that mankind are 
more difypAid to fuffer while evils are fufferable, than to right 
themfelves by aboliihingthe fbrmsto which they are accuftomed« 
But when a long train of abulcs and ufurpations. pttrfuinsr inva« 
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t DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENei: 

riably the fame objcd, evinces a dcfign to reduce thefti' under 
abfolute defpotifn), it is their right, it is their duty, to throW ofF 
fuch government, and to provide new guards Tor their future 
fecurity. Sych has been the patient fufFerance of thefe Colonies ; 
and fuch is now the neceffity which conftrains them to alter their 
former fyftcms of government. The hittory of the prefent 
king of Great-Britain is a hiftory of repeated injuries and 
ufurpations, all havmg in direclobjed the eftabliihment of an 
abfolute tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove this, let fads be 
fubmitted to a candid world. , 

He has r^ufed his aflent to laws the moft wholefome and ne- 
ccflary tor the public good^ 

He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of immediate and 
preffing importance, unlefs fufpended in their operation till his 
aflent mould be obtained ; and when fo fufpended, hp has utterly 
neglected to attend to them. 

He has refufed to paft other laws for the accommodation of 
large diftridts of people, unlefs thoie people would relinquifh the 
right of reprefentation in the le^iflature, a rijght ineAimable to 
them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legiflative bodies at places unufual, un- 
comfortable, and diftant from the depofitory^ of their public 
records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his fneafures. s ' 

He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for oppofing 
with manly firmnefs his invafions on the rights of the people. 

He has refufed, for a long time after fuch difiblutions^ to caufe 
others to be ele£ted ; whereby the legiflative powers, incapable of 
annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their cxer- 
cife ;-the ftate remaining in the niean time expofed "to all the 
danger of inyafion from without, and convulfions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe ftates ; 
for that purpofe obftrufting the laws for naturalisation of fo- 
reigners ; refufing to pafs others to encourage their migrations 
hither; and railing the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obftrufted theadminiftfation of juftice, by refufing his 
aflent to lavfs for cftablifhingjudiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the tenure 
of their offices and the amount and payment of their falaries. 

He has ereded a multitude of new offices, and fent hither fwarms 
of officers to harrafs our people and eat out their fubftance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace,Handing arintes, 
without the confent of our legiflatures. 

He has afFeSed to render the military ]nde£endent of, and fu- 
perior to, the civil power. . - 

He has combined with others to fubjeft us to a jurifdidion 
foreign to our cunftitution, and un-aCknowledged by our laws | 
giving his aflent to their a£ts of pretended legiflation : 
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DECLARATION OP INDEPENDENCE. r 

' For quartering Urge bodies of armed , troops amoiig us : 

For protefting them, by a mock tri^l, from puniihment for 
any murders which tkey (houid commit on the inhabitants of thef^ 
fiates : 

Fof cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : 

For impofing taxes on us without our confent : 

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of trial by jury : 

For tranfporting us beyond feas to be trred for pretended of- 
fences : ' 

For abolifliingthe free fyftem of Englifli laws in a neighbour- 
ing province, euablifhing therein an arbitrary government, and 
enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at anee an example and 
fit inftrufxient for introducing the fame abfolute rule into thefe 
colonies : 

For taking away our charters, abolifhing our moft valuable 
laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments : 
' For fufpending our own legiflaturcs, and declaring themfelves 
invefted with power to legiflate for us in ^11 cafes w1\atfoever. 

He has abdicated government here*, by declaring us out of hii 
protedion, and waging war againft us. 

He has plundered our feas, ravaged ourcoalls, burnt our towni, 
and deftroyed the lives^of our people. 

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign^ merce- 
naries tbconiplete the works of death, defolation, and tyranny, al* 
ready begun with circumfhmces of cruelty and perfidy fcarcely 
paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, and totally unwgrthy the 
head of a civiJized nation. 

He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the 
high feas, tobear^arms againft their country, to become ihe exe- 
cutioners of their frieilds and brethren, or to fall themfelves by 
their hands. 

He has excited domeftic infurreftions amongft us, and has en- 
deavoured to, bring pn the inbabitants'of our frontiers, the mer- 
cilcfs Indian favages, whpfe known rule of warfare is an undi- 
fti/iguiflied deftruSiop of all ages, fexes, and conditions. 

In every ftage of thefe oppreffiqns we have petitioned for redrefs 
iq the moft humble terms : our repeated petitions bave been an- 
fwered only^by repeated injury. A prince whofechara<9:cr is thus 
marked by every jjft which ipay^define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting to our Britifh brethren. We have 
warned them frj^m time to time pf attempts made by. their legifla-. 
ture to extend an unwa/r^tntafolj^ jurifdidlion over us,f We Have 
reminded them of the circuipftat>ces of our emigrmion and fettle- 
ment here. We hay« ;ippealed .to their native j^uftice and magna- 
nimity, and we Jij^/e jcp^ju^d them, by the ties of our common 
kindred, to di fa vow thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably 
interrupt pur poiiine<3ions and correfpondence. They, too, have 
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4 DECLARATION OF XNDSPEMDENCB* 

been deaf to the voice of juftice and cpnfanguiniiy. We mufi, 
therefore, acquiefce in the neceffitjr which denounces our repara- 
tion, and hold them, as we hold the left of manidnd, enemies in 
war, in peace friends, ^ 

We, thtffefore« the Reprefentatives of the United States of 
America, in General Conmfs aiK^mbled, appealing to the S^u- 
pretne Judge of the world ror the reditude of our intentions, de^ 
in the name and by the authority of the good people of thefi^ colo- 
nies, folemnly publish and declare. That thefe United Colonies 
iire, and of right ought to be, Fr£E and Inpspendent States ; 
that they are abfolv^ from all allegiance to the Britilb crown, and 
that all political connexion between them and the ftateof Great-* 
Britain is, and ought to be, totally diflblved ; and that as Free 
and Independent States, they have full power to levy war, con- 
clude peaee^'contrad alliantes, eftablifli commerce, and to do all 
other ads and things which independeht ftates may of right do« 
And for the fupport of this declaration, with a firm reliance on 
the prote6tion of Divine Providence^ we mutually pledge to each 
pther our lives^ our fortunes, and our facred honour* 



JOHN HANCOCK. 



N£W-Hampshirb» 



Massachusetts-Bay, 



Khode-IslanP) ^c. 



Connecticut, 



New-York, 
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New- Jersey, 



f y&ftab BariletU 
< miliam fmpple, 
t Mittbiw ThemtMn 

{Samuil Adorns^ . 
yobn^damst 
Robert Treat Paiue^ 
Elbridge Gerry. 
{Stephen Hopkins^ 
mUiam Eilery. ' 
{Rpger Sberman^ • 
Samuel Huntington^ 
U^Vtiam Wmams^ 
Oliver tyalcotti \ 
{mUiam Floyd^ 
Pbilip Livingften^ 
Francis Lewis^ 
Liwis-Aforris* 
Ricbard Stnkten^ 
fobn Bntberjpew^ 
Baucis HepMufw^ 
Jekn Hart^ 
Abraham CUtrk. 
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Pbnnsyivania, 



DXLAiWARE, 

Maryland, 



ViikGimA, 



North-Carohna, 



South^Caroiika, 



GlOKQJA^ 



f Robert M&rris^ 

Benjamin Rufiy 

Benjamin Franklin^ n 

yohn Morton^ 
-^ George Clymerl 

James Smithy . 

George Taylor^ 

James WUfon^ 
\George R$fs. . 

{Cafar Rodney^ \ 
George. Read. 
(Samuel Chafed 
Wtlliam Paea, 
7%pmas Stone ^ 
Charles Carroll^ ofCaroUton. 
T George Wythe ^ 

i Richard Henry Lee^ ' 
. Thomas Jefferfon^ 
< Benjamin Harrifon^ 
I Thomas NeJ/on^ jun, 
I Framis Lightfoat Lee^ 
V-Carter Braxton. 
f William Hooper^ 

t John.Penn. 

{Edward RuiUdge^ 
Thomas Hayward^ jun. 
Thomas Lynch^ jun. 
Arthur ^ Middleton. 
i Button Gwinnett J 
i Lyman Hall^ 
I George Walton. 
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ARTICLES 

OF 

CONFEDERATION and PERPETUAL UNION 

4 . * 

BETWEEN 

The States of New-Hampjhire^ Majfacbufetts-Bitf^ Rhode^IJlandy 
and Providence Plantaiionsy Conne^icuty NewTbrk^ Nenv-yerfey^ 
Pehnfylvahie^ Delaware^ Maryland^ Virginia^ Nerth'-Carolina^ 
South'-CaroUna^ and Georgia. 

>fr//W^ I. TpHE ftile of this confederacy fhall be, ^^ United 
J_ BtaUixf America,^* . 

Art. II. Each ftatgretains its fovereignty, freedom, and inde- 
pendence, and every power, jurifdiiSlion, and right, which is not 
by this confederation exprefsly delegated to the united ibtes in 
congrefs afiembled. 

Alt. ill. The faid dates hereby feverally enter into a firm 
league of friendihip with each other, for their common defence^ 
the fecurity of their liberties, and their mutual and general wel- 
fare, binding themfelves to affift each other againft all force ofFiM-ed 
to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of 
religion, fov^reignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever. 

Art. IV. The better to fecure and perpetuate mutual frlcnd- 
fliip and intercourfe among the people of the different Hates 
in this union, the free inhabitants of each of thefe .ftate^:, 
paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from |uftic.e excepted, fhall be 
entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizen^ in the 
feveral dates ; and the people of each ftate (hall have free in- 
grefs ,and regrcfs to and from any other ftate, and (hall enjoy 
therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, fubjeti to the 
fame duties, impofuions, and reftriclions, as the inhabitants 
thereof refpedlivdy, provided that Cuchreftri£l ions (hall not ex- 
tend fo far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any 
ftate to any other ftate of vs^hich the owner is an inhabitant ; pro* 
vided alfo that no impofitiori, duties, or redridiion, ihall be 
laid by any ftate on the property of the united ftates, or either of 
them. 

if any perfon guilty of or charged with treafon, felony, or 
other high mifdemeanour in any ilate, (hall flee from juftice, and 
be found in any of the united ftates, he fhall, upon demand ofthe 
governor or executive powei^of the ftate from which he fled, be 
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delivered up and removed to the ftate having jurifdiflion of his 
offence. - 

Full faith and credit {hall be given io each of thefe ftates to the 
records, ads, and judicial proceedings of the courts and magi* 
. ftrates of everjr other ftate. 

Art. V. For the njore convenient management of the general 
interefts of the. united ftates, delegates fhall be annually appointed 
in fuch manner as the legiflature of each ftate (hall diredb, tb meet 
in congrefs on the firft^Monday in November of every year, with a 
power referved to each ftat« to recal its delegates, or any of them, 
at any timejivithin the year, and to fend others in their ftead, for 
the remainder bf the year. 

No ftate ihall be reprefented in congrefs by lefs than two, nor 
more than feven, members ; and no perfon (hall be capable of 
being a delegate for more than three years, in any term of fix 
years ; nor fhall any perfon, being a delegate, be capable of hold- 
ing any office under the united ftates, for which he, or any other 
for his benefit, receives any falary, fees, or emolument, of any 
kind. 

Each ftate {hall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the 
ftates, and while they ad as members of the committee of the ftates. 
In determining queftions in the. united ftates in congrefs af- 
fembled, each ftate fhall have one vote,. 

Freedom of fpeech and debate in congrefs fhall not be im- 
peached or queftioned in any court or place out of congrefs, and 
the members of congrefs fhall be proteded in their perfons from 
arrefts and imprifonments during the time of their goinff t6 and 
from and attendance on congrefs, except for treafon, felony, oc 
breach of the peace. 

Art. VI. No ftate, without the confent of the united ftates in 
pongrcfs afTembled, fhall fend any embafty to, or receive any em- 
bafly from, or enter fnto any conference, agreement, alliance, or 
^ treaty, with any king, prince, or ftate; nor fhall any perfon 
holding any office of profit or truft under the united ftates, or 
any of them, accept of any prefent, emolument, office, or title, 
of any kind whatever, from any king,' prince, or foreign ilate; nor 
fhall the united ftates in congrefs aftembled, or any of them, grant 
any title of nobility. 

2. No two or more ftates fhall enter Into any treaty, confede- 
ration, or alliance whatever between them, without the confent 
of the united ftates in congrefs afTembled, fpecifying accurately 
the pdrpofes for which the fame is^ to be entered into, and hovr 

« long- it fhall continue. 

3. No ftate fhall lay any impofts or duties which may interfere 
with any ftipulations in treaties, entered into by the united ftates 
in congrefs afTembled, with any king, prince, or ftate, in pur- 
fuance of any treaties already propofed by congrefs to the courts 

' ef France and Spain* 
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4« No vefTels of war fliall be kept up in time of peace by any 
fiate, except fuch number only as ihall be deemed neceflary by the 
united ftates in eongfefs. aflembled for the defence of fuch ftate» 
or its trade i nor (hall any body of forces be kept up by any ftate, 
in time of peace, except fuch number only as in the judgement of 
the united ftates in congrefs aflembled ihall be deemed requifxte to 
garrifon the forts ^ neceflary for the defence df fuch ftate ; but 
every ftate fliall al#ays keep up a well-regulated and difciplined 
militia, fufficiently armdl and accoutred, and flialj provide and 
conftantly have ready for ufe, in public ftores, a due number of 
field-pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and camp equipage. 

5. No ftate fliall engage in any war without the confent of the 
united ftates in congrefs aflembled, unlefs fuch ftate be adually 
invaded by enemies, or fliall have received certain advice of a refo**- 
lution being formed by fome nation of Indians to invade fuch 
ftate, and the danger is fo imminent as not to admit of a delay 
till the united ftates in congrefs aflembled can be confulted : nor 
ihall any ftate grant commiffioiis to any fliips or vefiel$ 6i war^ 
nor letters of marque or reprifal, except it be after a declaration 
of war by the united ftates in congrefs aflembled, and then only 
againft the kingdom or ftate and the fubjedts thereof againft Which 
war has been fo declared, and under fuch regulations as fliall be 
eftabliflied by the united ftates in congrefs aflembled, unlefs fuch 
ftate be infeftcd by pirates, in which cafe veflSsIs of war may be 
fitted out for that occafion, and kept fo long as the danger maM 
continue, or until the united ftates in congrefs aflfembled fliall de- 
termine otherwife. 

j/rt. VII. When land-forces are raifed by any ftate for the com- 
mon defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel fliall be 
appointed by the legiflature of each ftale rtfpe<Slively by whom 
fuch forces (hall be raifed, or in fuch manner as fuch ftate (hall 
direfl*, and all vacancies (hall be iilled up by the ftate which firft 
made the appointment^ 

Jrt. VIII. All charges of war, and all other cxpcnces that 
(hall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, arid 
allowed by the united ftates in congrefs aflembled, (h^ll be de- 
frayed out of a common treafury, which (hall be fupplied by the 
feveral ftates, in proportion to the value of all land within each 
ftate, granted to of furveyed for any perfon, as fuch land and the 
buildings and improvements thereon (hall be eftimated, according 
to fuch mode as the united ftates in congrefs afTemHled (hall from 
time to time dired and appoint. The taxes for paying that pro*^ 
portion (hall be laid and levied by the authority and diredion of 
the legiflaturesof the feveral ftates within the time agreed upon by 
the united ftates in congrefs afTembled. 

Jrt. IX. The united ftates in congrefs aflembled (hall have the 
fole and exclufive right and power of determining on peace and 

war. 
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war, except in the cafes mentioned in the fixth article ; of fend- 
ing and receiving ambafladors ; entering into treaties and alliances, 
^provided that no treaty of commerce (hail be made, whereby the 
legiflative power of the refpedive ftates fhall be reftrained front 
impoiing fuch impofts and duties on foreigners, as their own 
people are fubjeded to, or from prohibiting the exportation or 
importation of any fpecies of goods or commodities whatfoever ; 
of eftahlifhing rules for deciding in all cafes, what captures on 
land or water ihall be legal, and in what manner prizes 
taken by land or naval forces in 'the fervice of the united 
ftates (hall be divided or appropriated ; of granting letters 
of marque and reprifal in times. of peace ; appoint'ing courts for 
the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high feas ; and 
eftablifhing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals 
in all cafes of captures, provided that no member of congrefs 
(hall be appointed a judge of any of the faid courts. 

2. The united ftates in congrefs alTembled fliall alfo be the 1 aft 
refort on appeal in all difputes and differences now fubfifling or 
that hereafter may arife between two or more ftates concerning 
boundary, jixrifdiftion, or any Other caufe whatever; which 
authority ihall always be exercifed in the manner following.—^ 
Whenever the legiflative or executive authority or lawful agent 
of any ftate in controverfy with another, ihall prefent a petition 
to congrefs, flating the matter in queilion, and praying for a 
hearing, notice thereof ihall be given by order of congrefs to the . 
legiflative or executive authority of the other ftate in controverfy, 
^and a day aligned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful 
agents, who ihall then be directed to appoint by joint confent 
commimoners of judges to confiitute a court for hearing and de- 
termining the matter in queftion ; but if they cannot agree, con- 
grefs ihall name three pcrfons out of each of the united ftates, 
and from the^liftof fuchperfons each party ihall alternately ftrike 
out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number ftiall be' 
reduced to thirteen ; and from that number not lefs th^n feven 
nor more than nine names, as congrefs fhall dirc6l, ihall in ,the 
prefence of congrefs be drawn out by lot ; and the perfons whofe 
names ihall be fo drawn, or any five of them, ihall be com- 
miffioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the contrc- 
verfy, fo always as a major part of the judges, who ihall. hear the 
caufe, ihall agree in the determination : and if either party ihall 
neglect to attend at the day appointed, without flicwing reafons 
which congrefs ihall judge fuflScient, or being prefent (hall refufe 
to ftrike, the congref- ihall proceed to nominate three perfons out 
of each ftate, and the f^rcretary of congrefs ihaH ftrHce in behalf 
of fuch party abfent or refufing; and the judgment and fentencc 
of the court to-be appointed, in the manner ^)efore prcfcribed, 
ihall be final and conclufive ; and if any of the part'ies fliall refuf;; 
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^o fubmit to the zuihority of fuch court, or to apf>ear or defend 
heir claim or caufe, the court fhaR neverthelefs proceed to pro- 
nounce fentence, or judgment, which ihall in like manner be' . 
final and decifive ; the judgment or fentence and other proceed- 
ings being in either cafe tranfmitted to congrefs, and ledged among 
theafts^of congrefs, for the fecurity of the parties concerned: 
provided, that every commiftoner, befijre he fits in judgment, 
fhall take an oath, to be adminiftered by one of the judges of^^e 
fupreme or fuperior court of the ilate vi^here the caufe (ball be 
tried, ^^ well and tru)y to hear and determine the matter in 
q^ueftion, according to the beft of his judgement^ without fa- 
vour, affection, or hope of reward :" provided^ alfo, that no 
il-ace fhall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the united 
Hates. ] ' 

3. AM controverfies concerning the private right of foil claimed 
under difFerent grants of two or more flates, whofe jurifdidioi^s 
as they may refpe£^ fuch lands, and the flates which pafled fuch 
grants are adjured,, the faid grants or either of them being at the 
fame time claimed to have originated antecedent to fuch fettlement 
of jurtfdidion, fhall on the petition of either party to the con- 
grefs of the uilited flates, be finally determined, ;is near as may 
be, in the fame manner as is before prefcribed for deciding dif- 
putes refpe£ting territorial jurifdiAion between difFerent flates. 

4. The united flates in congrefs afTembled fhaU, alfo have the 
fole and exclufive right and power of regulating the alloy" and 
value of coin flmick by their own authority, or by that of th^ 
refpeflive flates ; fixing the flandard of weights and meafures 
throughout the united ftates; regulating the trade and managing 
all afi'airs with the Indians, not members of any of the flates, 
provjdtd that the legiflative right of any flate within its. own 
limits be not iafringed or violated; eflablifhing and regulating 
poft'Offices from one ftate to another, throughout all the united 
ftate*;, and exacting ftkch poflage on the papers paffing through 
the fame, as may be requifite to defray the expences of the faid 
ofHce ; appointing all officers of the land forces in the fervioe 
of the united flates, excepting regimental officers; appointing all 
the officers pf the naval forces, and commiffioning all officers 
whatever in the fervice of the united flates ; making rules for the 
government and regulation of the faid land and naval forces, and 
dire<3ing their operations. 

5. The united flates in congrefs- aflembled fliall have authority 
.to appoint a committee, to fir in the recefs of congrefs, to be 
denominated, J Cammittei o/tbi StaUs^ and to confifl pf one de- 
legate from eachftatc; and to appoint fuch othet^ committees 
and civil officers as may. be neceflary for managing the general 
affairs of the^united flates under their d i region ; to, appoint one 
of their numbei: Jlo prefid^i provided that no perfon be allowed to 
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ferve in the office of preiident more than one year in any term of 
three years 5 to afcertain the neceflary fums of money to be raifed 
for the fervice of the united ftates, and to appropriate and apply 
the fame fof defraying the public expences ; to borrpw money or 
emit bills on the credit of the united ftates, tranfmitting every 
h4lf year to the refpedive ftates an account of the fums o^ money 
fo borrov^ed or emitted ; to l>uild and eqilip a navy y to agree 
upon the number of Jand forces, and to make requihtions froih 
each ftatefor its quota, in proportion to the number of white in- 
habitants in fuch ftate, which requifition (hall be binding; and 
thereupoa the legiflatureof each fiate {hall appoint the regimental 
oiEcers, raife" the men, and cloath, arm, and equip them in a 
foldier-like manner, at the expence of the united ftates ; and the 
officers and men fo cloathed, armed, and equipped, fliall march 
to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the 
united ftates in conorrefs aflembled : but if the united ftate^ in 
congrefs aflembled ffialj, on confideration of circumftances, judge 
proper that any ftate fliould not raife men, or fhould raife a . 
imaller number than its quota, and that any other ftate (hould 
raife a greater number of men than the quota thereof, .fuch extra 
number (hall be ijiifed, officered, cloathed, armVd, and equipped 
in the fame manner as the quota of* fuch ftate, unlefs the legilla- 
ture of fuch ftate (ball judge that fuch extra number ^^nnot be 
fafely fpared. out of the fame, in which pafe they (ball raife^ 
officer, cloath, arm, and equip, as maqy of fujch extra number 
as they judge can be fafely fpared ; and the officers and m^n fp 
cloathed, armed, and <squipped| Oiall march to the place ap- 
pointed, and withi/i the time agreed on by t^e united ilates ip con- 
grefs aflembled. 

6» The united ftates in congrefs aflembjed (hal] never engage 
in a, war, nor grant letters of marque and reprifal in time of 
peace, nor enter into^ any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, 
nor regujatp the va)ue thereof, nor afcertain thp fums and ex- 
pences neceflary for the defence and welfare of the united ftates^ 
or any of them, no|: emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit 
of the united ftates, nor appropriate money, nor agree u^on the 
nuniber of veijels of war %o be built or purchafed, or the num* 
ber of land or Tea forces tm be raifed, nor appoint a commander 
in chief of the army or n^yy^ uplefs nine ftates aiTent to the fame : 
Nor iball aqueftion on any othbr point, except for adjourning from 
day to day, be determined, unlefs bv the votes of ^ majority of 
the united ft^ites in congrefs aflembled, 

7. The congrefs of the united ftates (hall have power to adjourn 
to any time within the year, and to any place within t^^ united 
ftates, fo that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration 
than the fpace. of fix months, and (hall pubri(h the journal of 
their proceedings monthly, except fiich parts thereof relating to 
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treaties, alliances, or military operations, as in their judgement 
require fecrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each 
Aate on any quedion (hall be entered on the journal, when it is 
defired by any delegate ; and the delegates of a ftate, or any of 
them, at his or their requeft (hall be furhifhcd with a tranfcript 
of the faid'journa], except fuch parts as are above excepted, to 
lay before the legiflaturcs of the feverai ftates. 

jfrt. X. The committee of the ffates, or any nine of them, 
fhall be authorifed to 'execute, in the rccefs of congrefs, fuch of 
the powers of congrefs as the united ftates in congrefs aflembled, 
by the confent of nine ftates, (hall from tiipe to time think ex- 
pedient to veft them with ; provided that no power be delegated to 
the faid committee, for the exercift of which, by the articles of 
confederation, the. voice of nine ftates, in the congre(s of the 
united ftates afTembled, is requifite. 

Art. XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining 
in the meafures of the united fiates, (hall be admitted into, ana 
entitled to all the advantages of this unioti : But no other colony 
ihall be admited into the fame, unlefs fuch ddmii&oh be agreed to 
by nine ftates. 

4frt. XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies, borrowed, and 
debts contrafted by, or under the authority of congrefs, before 
the aflembling of the united ftates, in puriuance of the prcfent 
confederation, (hall be deemed and confidered as a charge againft 
the united ftates, for payment and fatisfadiion whereof the faid 
united ftates and the public faith arfc hereby folemnly pledged. 

jfrU XIII. Every ftate (hall abide by the determinations of the 
united ftates in congrefs aiTembled, on all queftions which by 
this confederation are fubmitted to them. And the articles of 
this cqnftderation (hall be inviolably obferved by every ftate, and 
the union (hall be perpetual ; nor (hall any alteration at any time , 
hereafter be made in any of them ; unlefs fuch alteration be agreed 
to in a congrefs of the united ftates, and be afterwards confirmed 
by the legiflaturps of every ftate. 

And Whereas it Jiath pleafed the great Governor of the world 
to incline th<: hearts of the legiflatiires we refpeftivcly repre- 
fent in congrefs, to approve of', and to authorife us to ratify 
the faid articles of confederation and perpetual union : Know 
YE, that we, the underfigned "delegates, by virtue of the power 
and authority to us given for that purpofe, do, by^thefe pre- 
fents, in the name and behalf of our refpecSive conftituents, 
fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and evcry%of the faid 
articles of confederation and perpetual union, and all and 
fingular the matters and things therein contained. And we 
do further folezhnly plight and .engage the faith of our re^ 
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fpeflive conftitucnts, that Aey Ihall abide by the determina- 
tions of the united ftates in congrefs aflembled, on all queftions 
which by the faid confederation are ftibmittcd to them ; and 
that the articles thereof fhall be inviolably obfcrved by the 
iiates we refpeclively reprcfcnt j and that the union Ihall bfe per- 
petual. In Witness whereof, we have hereunto fct bur hands 
in congrefs. 

DONE at Philadelphia, ifithe^ateofPennfyhanh^ the gth 
day of July J in the year af our Lord^ 1778, and in the third 
year of the independence of America. 



The aforefaid articles of confederation were finally ratified on tlic 
firft day of March 1781 ; the ftate of Maryland having, by 
their members in congrefs, on that day acceded thereto, and 
compleated the, fame. 

Ne W-H^MPSHIR E, 



Massachusetts-Bay, 



Rhodes-Island, (Sc. 



CoNNECTICrUr, 



New-York, 



New Jersipv, 



5 Jofiah Bartlett, 

I John fyentworthy jun. 

!yohn Hancock^ 
Samuel Adams^ 
Elhridge Gerry ^ 
Francis Dana^ 
Janes Lovell^ 
Samuel Hdten. 

f William Ellery, 
^ Henry Merchun'^ 
Lyohn Collins » 

#• Roger Sherman J 
I Samuel Huntington^ 
< Oliver W^lcott, 
I Titus Hofmer^ 
L Andrew Adams* 
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James Duane^ 
Francis Lewis^ 
William Duer^ 
Governeur Morris*' 

John Witherfpoon^ 
Naibaniel iScudder. 
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Pjennsylvania, 



Delaware, 
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YlltCINIAs 



|90RTH-CAR0I.INAy 



South^Caxoiina, 
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R$hirt Morris^ 
^Daniel RoherdeaUj 
Jonathan Bayard Smithy 
IVilliam Clingarty 
yofeph Reed* 

^.Thomas M^Kean^ 
^ yohn Dickinfofiy 
L Nicholas. Vandyle. 

KJehtt Hanfof^, ' 
C Daniel Carroll. 

{Richard Henry Lee^ 
John Banijler^ 
l^omas 'Aaams^ 
John Harvey y 
rrancis Ligntfoot Lee, 

XJobn PenUy 

4 Cornelius Harnett^ 

Ljobn miliams. 

Henry Laurens^ 
ff^lliam Henry Drayton^ 
John Matthews^ 
Richard Hut/on^ 
Thomas Heyward^ jun. 

C John Walton^ 
y Edward r elf airy 
t £dward Longworthy, 
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/«. CONGRESS, fl/ Exeter, Jan, ^, 1776. 

WE, ^hre members of the congrefs of the colony of New- 
Hampfliire, chofen and appointed by the U^t iuTrages of 
fhe people of faid colony, and authorifed and impowered by 
them to meet together, and ufe fuch meaps, and purfue fuch 
meafures, ^s we (hall judge beft for the public good ; and in- 
particular to eftablifli fome form of government, provided that 
meafure fliould be recommended by the Continental Congrefs; 
and a recommendation to thatpurpofe having been tranfmitted to 
us from the faid Congrefs j h^vc taken into our feriouscon- 
fideratiop the iinhappy circumftances into which this coJony is 
involved, by means of many grievous and oppreflivc a<fts of the 
Britifli Parlianicnt," depriving us of our native and conftitutional 
rights and privileges; to enforce obedience to which a^s, a 
powerful fleet and army have been fent into this counti'y, by the 
roiniftry of Great Britain, who have exercifed a wanton and cruel 
abufe of their power, in deftrpying the lives and properties of the 
colonift^, in many places, with fire and fword, talcing the fhips 
and lading from many of the honeft and induftrious inhabitants 
of this colony, employed i;i commerce, agreeable to the law^s and 
cufioms a long time ufed here : 

' The 
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The fudden and abrupt departure of his excellency John 
Wentworth, efq. our late governor, and feveral of the council, 
leaving us deftitute<of legiflation ; and no executive courts being 
open to puni(h criminal offenders, whereby the lives and properties 
of the honeft people of this colony are liable to the nfiachinations 
and evil defigns of wicked men : * 

Therefore, for the prefervation of peace and good order, and 
for the fecurity of the lives and properties of the inhabitants of 
this colorty, '^e conceive ourfelves reduced to the neceffity of 
cfiablifhing a Form of Government, to continue during the prefcnt 
unhappy and unnatural conteft with Great-Britain; protefting 
and declaring, that we never fought to throw^ off our dependence 
upon Great-Britain, but feltourfelves happy under her protection, 
while we could enjoy our conflitutional rights and p/ivileges— « 
and that we fhall rejoice, if fuch a reconciliation between us and 
our parent ftate can be efFe<Sed as (hall be approved by the Con- 
tinental Congrefs, in whofe prudence and wifdom we confide, 

Accordingiy,.purfuat>t to the truft repofed in us, we do Refolve, 
that this congrefs aflTume the name, power, and authority '<5f a 
Houfe of Reprefentatives or Aflembly, for the colony of New*- 
Hamp(hire : and that faid houfe then proceed to choofe twelve 
p^rfons, being reputable freeholders, and inhabitants within this 
colony, in the following manner, viz, five in the county of Rock-- 
ingham, two in the county of Straffora, two in the county of 
Hillfborough, twoin thecountyof Chefhire, and oneiin tbe cou/ity 
of Grafton, to be a diftin£l and feparate branch of the legiflaturcy 
by the name of a council for this colony, tocontinueas fuch until 
the third Wednefd^y in December next ; any feven of whom to 
be a quorum to do bufinefs. 

That fuch council appoint their Prcfident j and in hisabfence, 
that the fenior councillor prefide. 

That a Secretary be appointed by both branches, who may be 
CounciTTor, or otherwife, as they (hall choofe. 

That no aft or refolve be valid, and put into execution, unlefs 
agreed to and paffed by both branches of the legiflature. - 

That all public officers for tlfe faid colony, and each county, 
for the current year, be appointed by the council and aflembly, 
except the feveral clerks oi the executive courts, who ftrali be ap- 
pointed by the Juftices of the refpeftive courts. 

That all bills, refolves, or votes for raifing, levying and co]L- 
leftin^ money, originate in the houfe of reprefentatives. 

That at any feffions of the council and aflembly, neiih a branch 
(hall adjourn for any longer time thajj from Saturday till the next 
Monday, without confent of the other. 

' And it is further Refolved, That if the prefent unhappy difpute 

with Great-Britain Ihould ccyaiuiue longer than this prefent 

.year, and the Continental Coingrefs give no inftruflions or 

^ direiSlions 
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direflions to the contr^fry^ the council be chofen by the people of 
each refpedtitre county, in fuch manner as the council and houfe 
of reprefentatives (hall order. 

That general and field officers of the militia, on any vacancy, 
be appointed by the two houfes, and all inferior officers be chofen 
by the refpedllve companies. - 

That all officers of ^he army be appointed by the two houfes, 
except they (hould direct otherwife ih cafe of any emergency. 

That all civil officers for ^he colony and for each county be 
appointed, and the time of their continuance in office be deter- 
mined, by the two houfes, except clerks, and county treafurers, 
and recorders of deeds. 

That a treafurer, and a recorder of deeds, for each county be ^ 
annually chofen, by the people of each county refpedively ; the 
votes for fuch officers to be returned to the refpe6live courts of 
general fcffions of the peace, in the county, there to be afcertained, 
as the council and aiTembly fliall hereafter direft. • • 

That precepts, in the name of the council and aiTembly', figned 
by the prefident of th? council, and fpeaker of the houfe of 
reprefentatives, fhall ifTue annually, at or before the firft day of 
November, for the choice of a council, and houfe of reprefentatives, 
to be returned by the third Wednefday in December then nexi 
enfuing, in fuch manner as the council and aiTembly fhafll here- 
after prcfcribe. 



In the House ^Repaesentativis, Sepumher 19, 1776. 

Voted and Rcjolved^ 

THAT as any new towns or fettlements in this ftatr, 
fhall increafe in their number of inhabitant^ from year to year, 
or from time t6 time, precepts ftiall ifllie for their fendmg delegates 
to council and affembly, fo as to be fully reprefented, according 
to their numbers, proportionable with,other parts of the ftate. 

Sent up for Concurrence^ 

F. WHITE, Speaker. 

In Council^ Eodem Die. " 

Read and Concurred. 

E. THOMPSON^ 5^rr//^;> 

\ 

N «■ 

Cop-J examined^ per E. THOMPSON, Stcrttarj. 
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CONSTITUTION, or Frame of Government, 
agreed upon hy the Delegates of thf People of the State of 
MafTachufetts-Bay, in Convention, begun and held at 
Cambridge, on the Fir ft of September y 1779, and continued by 
Adjournments to the Second of March y 178c, 

PREAMBLE. 

THE end of the inftitution, maintenance artd adminiftration 
of government, is to fecure the exiftence of the body- 
politic, to prote£l it, and to furniih the individuals who compofe 
it, with the^power of enjoying, in fafety and tranquillity, their 
natural right, and the bleilings of life : And whenever thefe great 
objefts are not obtained, the people have a right to alter the" 
government, and to take meafurfes neceflary for their fafety, prof- 
perity and happinefs. 

The body-politic is formed by a voluntary afTociation of in- 
dividuals i it is a focial compa6l, by which the whole people 
Covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole 
people, that all {hall be governed by certain laws for the common 
good. It is the duty of the people, therefore, in framing a con- 
ftitution of government, to provide for an equitable mode of 
making laws, as well as, for an impartial interpretation, and a 
faithful execution of them y that every man may, at aM times, find 
his fecurity in them. 

We, theTefore, the people of Maffachufetts, acknowledging, 
with grateful hearts, the goodnefs of the Great Legiflator of the 
Univerfe, in affording us, in thecourfe of his providence, an op-, 
portunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence, 
or furprize, of entering into an original, explicit, and folemn 
compa£t with each other ; and of forming a new conftitution of 
civil government, for ourfelves and pofterity ;- and devoutly im- 
ploring his, direction in fo interefting a defign, DO agree upon, • 
ordain, and eflablifli, the following DeclatatioH of Rights^ and 
Frame of Governments as the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. 

PART 
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PARTI. 

A D E C L A R AT I N of R I G H T S, 

§fthe Inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts, 

Art. I. A LL men are born free and equal, and have certa'n 
Jt\ natural, eflcntial, and qnalienable rights; among 
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their 
lives and liberties ; that of acquiring, pofleffing, and protecting 
property ; in fine, that of feeking and obtaining their fafety and 
happinefs. 

II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in fociety; 
publicly^ and at ftate^ feafons, to worOiip the Supreme Being, the 
great Creator and Preferver of the Univerfe. And no fubjed 
fhall be hurt, molefted, or reftrained in his perfon, liberty, or 
eftate, for worfhipping God in the manner and feafon moft agreea- 
ble to the didates of his own confcience ; or for his religious 
prpfeflif)n or fentiments ; provided he doth not difturb the public 
peace, or obftruft others in their religious worlhi p. 

III. As the happinefs of a people, and the good order an <J 
prefervation of civil government, effcntialJy depend upon piety, 
religion, and morality ; and as thefe cannot be generally diffufed 
through a community, but by the inftitution of the public worfhip 
of God, and of public inttrudions in piety, religion and morality : 
Therefore, to promote their happinefs, and to fecure the good 

» order and prefervation of their government, the people of this 
- commoawealth have a right to inveft their legiflature with power 
to authorife and require, and the legiflature fhall, from time to 
time, authorife and require the feveral towns, parifhes, prccindls, 
and other bodies politic, or religious focieties, to make fuitable 
provifion, at their own expence, for the inftitution of ttie public 
worfhip of God, and for the fupport and maintenance of public 
proteftant teachers of piety, Religion, and morality, in all cafcs 
where fuch provifion (hall not be. made voluntarily. 

And the people of this commonwealUi have alfo a right to, and 
do, inveft their legiflature with authority to enjoin upon all the 
fubjeds, an attendance^ upon the rnftrudfions of the public 
teachers as aforefaid, at ftated times and -feafons, if there be any 
on whofe inftrudtions they can confcientioufly and conveniently 
attend. 

Provtded notwithftanding, that the feveral towns, parifhes, 
precin6ts, and other bodies-politic, or religious focieties, Ihall, 
at all times, have the exclufive right of eledling their public 
teachers, and of contrading with them for their fupport and 
maintenance. 

D 2 And 
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And all monies paid by the fubjeiEl to the fupport of public 
Worfhip, and of the public teachers aforefaid, (hall, if he require 
it, be uniform<ly applied to the fupport of the public teacher or 
teachers of his own religious {cA qr denomination, provided 
there be any on whofe inftru<^ions he attends ^ otherwife it may 
be paid towards the fupport of the teacher or teachers of the parifh 
pv precinft in which the faid monies are raifed. 

And every denomination of Chriftians demeaning themfelves 
peaceably, and as good- fubjed^s of the commonwealth, ihall be 
C-]ualIy under the protedioli of the law: And no fiibordinatioh 
of any one fed or denomination to another (hail eve^ bb e^ablifh- 
fd by law. 

I Vr The people of this commonwealth have the fole and cx- 
clufive right of governing themfelves as a free, foverelgn, and 
independent ftate i and do, and for ever hereafter (hall, cxercifc 
and enjoy every power, jurifdiflion, and right, whidh is not, or 
may not hereafter, be by them exprefly delegated to th* United 
States of America, in Congrefs ailembled. 

V. All power refiding originally in the people, and being 
derived from^them^ the feveral magiftrates and officers of- govern- 
ment, veiled with authority, whether legiflative, executive,, or 
judicial, are their fubftitutes and agents, and are at all times ac* 
'countable to them. 

VI. No man-, or corporation, or alfociatio;! of men, have any. 
£)ther title to obtain advantages, or particular and exclufive 
privileges, diilindt from thofe of th^ community, than what arifes 
from the confideration of fervices rendered to the public ; and this 
(itie beifig in nature neither hereditary nor tranfmiffible to 
children, or defcendants, or relations by blood, the idea of a man 
born a magiftrate, lawgiver, or judge, is abfurd and unnatural. 

VII. Government is inftitiit^d for the common good ; for the 
protection, fafety, profperity, and happinefs of the people ; and 
not for the profit, honour, or private intereft of any one man, 
family, or clafs of meji 2 Therefore, the people alone hav£ an 
riconteilible, unalienable, aud ip^cfeafible right to inftitute 
government; and to reform, aiter, or totally change tlje fame, 
when their protection, fafety, pfofperity, and happinefs require it. 

,yill. Ip order to prevent thofe, w^o are veiled with authority 
from becoming oppreflbrs, the people have a right, at fuch periods, 
and in fucl^, manner as they fliall eftablifc by their frame of 
government, to caufe their public officers to retut-n to private 
life ; and to fill up yacant places, by certain and regular eledions 
anjd appointments, 

IX. All elections ou^ht to be free, and all the inhabitants of 
th s commonwealth, having fuch qualifications as they fhall 
cflablifh by their frame of -govern mi lit, have an equal right to 
t\e& officers^ and to be ele(^ed for public employments. 

' ^ '" / , - 3C- Each 
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X. Eac^ individual of the fociety has a right to be proteiSed 

by it, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property, according 

, to ftanding laws. He is obliged, confequently, to contribute his 

} (hare to the expence of this protection ; ^o give his perfonal fer,- 

vice, or an equivalent, when neceiTary : But no part of the 

property of any individual can, with juftice, be taken from him, 

or applied to public ufes, without his own confent, or that of the 

reprcfentative body of the people ; In fine, the people of this 

commonwealth are not controulable by any other laws, than thofe 

to which their conftitutional reprefetitative body have given their 

confent. And whenever the public exigencies require that the 

" property of any individual (hould be appropriated to public ufes, 

he (hall receive a reafonable compenfation therefor. 

XI. Every fubjeft of the commonwealth ought to find a certain 
remedy, hy having' I'ecourfe to the laws for all injuries or wrongs 
which he may receive in his perfon, property or chara£ter. He 
ought to obtain right and juftice freely, and without being 
obliged to purchafe it ; conflpleatly, and without any denial 3 
promptly, and without delay ; conformably to the laws. 

XII. No fubjeiSt (hall be held 'to anfwer for any crime or of- 
fence, until the fame is fully and plainly, fubftantiaily and 
formally, defcrlbed to him ; or be compelled to accufe, or fufniih 
evidence againft himfelf. And every fubjedl fhall have arightto 
produce all proofs that may be favourable to him ; to meet the 
witnefTes againft him face to face, and to be fully heard in his 
defence by himfelf, or his council, at hiseleftion. And no fubjcca: 
(hall be arretted, imprifoned, defpoiied, or deprived of his property, 
immunities, or privileges, put out of the protedion of the law^ 
exiled, or deprived of his life, liberty, or eftate, but by thejudg« 
ment of his peers, or the law of the land. 

And the legiflature fhall not make any law, that fhall fubjeA 
any perfon to a capital or mfamous punifhment, excepting for the 
government of the army and navy, without trial by jury. ^ ^ 

XIII. In criminal profecutions, the verification of fafts in the 
vfcinity where they happen, is^one of thegreateft fecurities of the ' 
life, liberty, and property of the citizen. 

XIV. hvery fubjedlhasaright tobe fecure fromall unreafona- . 
ble fearches, and feizures, of his perfon, his houfes, his papers, 
and all his poffeflivjns. All warrants, therefore, are contrary to 
this right, if the caufe or foundation of them be not previoufly 
fupported by oath or aftirmation ; and if the order in a warrant to 

a civil officer, to make fearch in all fufped^-d places, or to arreft 
one or more fufpefled perfons, or to feize their property, be not 
accompanied with a fpecial defignation of the perfons or obje3s 
of fearch, arreft, or feizure; and no warrant ought to be iffued, 
but in cafes and with the formalities prefcribed by the laws. 

XV. In ali controverfies concerning property, and in .all fuits 

between 
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between two or more perfons, except in cafes in which it has 
heretofoie been otherways u fed and pra£lired, the parties have a 
right to a trial ^y a jury ; and this method of procedure fhall be 
held facred, uniefs^ in caufes ariflng on the high f as, and fuch as 
relate to mariners wages, the legiflature fhall hereafter find it 
nectffary to alter it. 

XVI. The liberty of the prefs is eflential to the fecurity'of 
freedom in a ftate ; it ought not, therefore, to be reflrained in this 
corhmon wealth. 

XVII. The^ people havd a right to keep and to bear arms for 
the common defence. And as in time of peace armies arc 
dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be rrraintaincd without the 
confent of the legiflature, and the military powder fliall always be 
held in exafi fubordination to tjie civil authority, and be governed 
by it. • 

XVIII. A frequent recurrence^o the fundamental principles 
of the conftitution, and a coriftant adhefence to thofe of piety, 
juftice, mod'^ration, temperance, induflry, and frugality, are abfo»> 
Jutely neceflary to preferve the advantages of liberty, and to 
maintain a free government. The people ought, confcqtfently, 
to have a particular attention to all thofe principled, in the choice^ 
of their officers and reprefentatives : And they have a right to 
require of their lawgivers and magiftrates, an exacSl and conftant 
obfervance of them, in the formation and execution of all laws 
neceffary for the good adminiftration of the commonwealth. 

XIX. The people have a right, in an orderly and peaceably 
manner, to aflemble to. confult upon the common good ; give 
inftrudtions to their reprefentatives; and torequeft of the legifla* 
tive body, by the way of addrefles, petitions, o^remonftrances, 
rcdrefs of the wfongs done them, and of the grievances they fufFer, 

XX. The power of fufpending the laws, or the execution of 
the laws, ought never t© be cxercifed but by the legiflature, or by 
authority derived from it, to be exefcifcd in fuch particular cafes 
only as the legiflature fhall exprefly provide for. * 

XXr. The freedom of deliberation, fpeech, and debate, in 
cither houfe of the legiflature, is fo eflential to the rights of the 
people, that it cannot be the foundation of any accufation or* 
profccution, action, or complaint, in any other court or place 
whatfocver. 

XXII. The legiflature ought frequently- to aflTsmble for the 
red refs of grievances, for correcting, ftrcng then ing, and confirming 
the laws, and for making new laws, ay the common good may 
require. 

XXIII. No fubfidy, charge, tax, impofl:, or duties, ou^ht to 
be eft .blifhcd, fixed, laid, or levied, under agy pretext whajfoever, 
without I he confent of the. people, or their reprefentatives in the 
legiflature, 

XXIV. Laws 
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XXIV. Laws made to punifh for aflions done before the ex- 
iftence of fuch laws, and whichhavc not been declared crimes 
by preceding laws, are unjuft, oppreilive, and inconfiftent with 
the fundamental principles of a free government. 

XXV. No fubjedl ought, in any cafe, or in any time, to be 
declared guilty of treafon or felony by the legiflature. 

XXVf. No magiftrate or court of law (hall demand exceflive 
bail or fureties, impofe exceilive fines, or inflict cruel or unufual 
punifliment5. 

XX VII. In time of peace, no foldier ought to be quartered in 
any houfe without the confent of the owner ; and in time of war, 
fuch quarters ought not to be made but by the civil magiftrate, 
in a manner ordained by the legiflature. .' 

XXVIII. Na perfon can in any cafe be fubjeded to law- 
martial, or to any penalties or pains, by virtue of that law, except 
tliofe employed in the army or njvy, and except the militia in 
axStual fervice, but by authority of the legiflature. 

XXIX. It is efl'ential ro.the prefervation of the rights of every 
individual, his life, liberty, property, and chara£ter, that th^re be 
an impartial interpretation of the laws, and adminiftration of 
juftice. It is the right of every citizen to be tried by ju(?ges as 
free, impartial, and- independent, as the lot of "humanity will 
admit. It is, therefore, not only the beft policy, but for the fe- 
curity of the rights of the. people, and of every citizen, that the 
judges of the fupreme judicial court (hould hold their offices as 
Jong as they behave th'-mfelves well; and that they (liould have 
honourable falaries, ascertained arid eftabliflied by itanding laws. 

XXX. In the government of this commonwealth, the legif- 
lative department fliali never exercife the executive and judicial 
powers, or either of them : The executive (hall never exercife the 
legifl^tive and judicial powers, or eithcYof them : The judicial 
(ball never exercife the legiflative and executive powers, or either 
of them : to the end, it may be a government of laws, and not of 

P A R T . ir. 

Thi F-R J M E of GOVERNMENT. 

TH E people inhabiting the territory formerly called the 
Province of Maflachufetts-Bay, do hereby fclemnly and 
mutually agree with each other, to form themlelvcs into a free, 
fovereign, and independent body-politic or ftate, by the name of, 
The Commonwealth ^Massachusetts. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER I. 
The legislative P fV E R. 



S E C T I O N I. 

* » 

I 

Tht GENERAL COURT. 

Jrt. I. THE department of legiflation (hall be formed by two 
branches, a Senate^ and Houfe of Reprejjsntatives ; each of which 
(ball have a isegative on the other. 

The legiflative body fhaU aflemble every year on the laft Wed-" 
nefday in May, and at fuch other times as they fhall judge ne- 
ceiTary ; and fhall diflblye and be diflblved on the day next pre- 
ceding the faid laft .Wed nefday in May; and (hall be ftilcd, 
TJje General Court of MaJJachufetts. 

II. No bill or refolve of the fenate or houfe of reprefentatives 
fhall become a lavtr, and have force as fuch, until it (hall have 
been laid^ before the governor for his rcvifal ; and if he, upon 
fuchrevifion, approve thereof, he (hall fignify his approbation by 
figning the fame. But if he have any objection to.the pailing, 
of fuch bill or refolve, he (hall return the fame» together y/vth his 
objeftions thereto, in writing, to the fenate or4ioufe of reprefen- 
tatives, in wh ch fcever the iamg (hall have originated j who (hall 
enter, the objeftions. fen t down by the governor at large on their 
records, and proceed to recoilfider the faid bill or refolve : -But if 
after fuch reconfideration, two-thirds of the faid fenate or houfe 
f^f reprefentatives (hall, notwithftanding th^ faid objections, agree 
13^ pafs the fame, it (hall, together with ^the objeftions, befent to 
|fce other branch of the legiflature, where it (hall alfo be recon- 
iidered, and if approved' by two-thirds of the members prefent, it 
(hall have the'force of a law : But in all fuch .cafes, the votes of 
both houfes (hall be determined by yeas and nays ; and the names 
of the perfons voting for or againft the faid bill or refolve, (hall 
be entercd.upon the public records of the commonwealth. 

And in order to prevent unneceflary delays, if any bill or re- 
folve (hall not be returned by the governor within five days after 
it (hall have been prefented, the fame (hail have the force of a law. 

III. The general court (hall forever have full power and autho- 
rity to ereft and con(litute judicatories and coyrts of record, or 
other courts, to be held in the name of tbe commonwealth, for 
the hearing, trying^ and determining of ail manner of crimes, of- 
fences, pleas, procelTes, plaints, adions, mStters, caufes, and 
things wbatfoever, arifing or happening within the common*^ 

2 . ^ wealthy 
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wealthy or between or concerning peVfons inhabiting, or refiding, 
or brought within the fame 5 whether the fame be criminal or 
civil, or whether the faid crimes be capital or not capital, and 
whethec the flid pleas be real, perfonal, or mixed j and for the 

' awarding and making oUt of execution thereupon : To which 
courts and judicatories are hereby given and granted full power 

and authority, from time to time, to adminift^r oaths or affirma- 
tions, for the better difcovery of truth in any matter in conlro- 
verfy or depending before them. 

Iv^, And' further, fiill power and authority are hereby given 
and granted 10 the faid general court, from time to time, to 
make, ordain, and eftablifh, all manner of wholefome and rea- 
fonable ordersi laws, ftatutes and ordinances, directions and in- 
firiidtions, either with penalties or without ; fo as the fame -be 
not repugnant or contrary to this conftitution, as they (hall 

. judge to be for the good and welfare of this commonwealth, and 
lor the government and ordering thereof and of the- fubje<Cls 
of the fame, and for the neceflary fupport and defence of the gq- 
vernment thereof ;^ and to name ^nd fettle annually, or provide 
by fixed laws, for the naming and fettling all civil officers within 
the faid comhionwealth, the election and conftitution of whom are 
not hereafter in this form of government otherwife provided for ; 

• and to fet forth the feveral duties, powers, and limits, of the fe- 
veral civil andtnilitary officers of this Commonwealth, and the 
fotas. of fuch oaths or affirmations as (hall be refpedtively admi-* 
niftercduntd* them for the execution of their feveral offices and 
places, fo as the fame be not repugnant or contrary to this con- 
ftitution ; and to impofe and levy proportional and reafonable 
afieflments, rates, and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and 
perfons refident, and eftates lying, within the faid commonwealth ; 
and alfo to impofe and levy reafonable duties and excifes upon 
any produce^ goods, wares, merchandizes, and commodities what- 
foever, brought into, produced, manufactured, or being within the 
fame, to be iflued an^difpofed of by warrantunder the hand of the 
goveroor of this commonwealth for the time being, with the advice 
and confentof the council, for the public fervice, in the necefliiry 
defence and fuppoft of the governn>ent of the faid commonvireahh, 
and the protection and prefervation of the fubjeCts thereof, ac- 
cording to fuch a£ts as2(re or fliall be in force within the fanre. 

And while the public charges of government, or any part 
thereof, fliall be aflefled on polls and eftates, in the' manner 
that has hitherto been praCtifed j in order that fuch aflcflinents 
may be made with equality, there fliall be a valuation of eftates 
within the commonwealth taken anew once in every ten years at 
the leaft, and as much ofcener as the general court fliaii order. 
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C H A P. r. S E c t. II. 
SENATE. 

Art. I. THERE fliall be annually eleSed.by the freeholders 
and other itihabitahts of this commonwealth, qualified as in' this 
• conftitution is provided, forty perfons to be councillors and fe- 
liators for the year enfuing their elefiion j to be chofen by the. 
inhabitants of the drftri<Ss into which the commonwealth may 
from time to time be divided by the general court for that purpofc. 
And thjB general court, in-affigning the numbers to be elefted by 
the refpecStive diftridls, flial] goverii themfelves by the proportion. 
of the public taxes paid by the faid dijdridls ; and timely make 
Ifnown to the inhabitants of the commonwealth, the lin:iits of 
each didridi, and the number of councillors and fenators to be, 
chofen therein ; provided that the nufnber of fuch diftriSs fball 
be neve'r lefs than thirteen ; and that no diftri(5t:be fo large as to 
entitle the fame to chufe mare than fix fenators. 

And the feveral counties in this commonwealth iha}!) whtil the. 
general courtifljall determine it neceflary to alter the faid diftriiSs, 
be diftrictsfor choice of councillors and fenators (except that the, 
counties of Dukes-county and Nantucket (hall form otye diftriA; 
for that purpofe), and fhall ele£l the following number for coun*, 
cillors and fenators/vis^. 



Suffolk 

Effex 

Middlefex 

Hampfliire 

Plymouth 

Barnftable 

Briftol 



Six 

Six 

Five 

Four 

Three 

One 

1 hree 



York Two. 

Dukes-county 7-^ 

and Nantucket j -^ 

Worccfter Five 

Cumberland One 

Lincoln ' One 

Berkfliire , Two 



/IT.. Thefenate (hall be the firft branch of the legiflature j and! 
the fenators (hall be chofen in the following manner, viz. There. 
fhall be a meeting on the firft Monday in April annually, for- 
ever, of the inhabitants of each town in the feveral counties of 
this commonwealth ; to be called by the feledi men, and warned 
in due courfe of hw^ at leaft feven days before the firft Monday, 
in April, for the purpofe bf electing perfons to be fenators and, 
councillors : And at fuch .meetings every male inhabitant of 
twenty-one years of age and upwards, having a freei)~o)d. 
eftate within the commonwealth of the annual income of three 
poun'ds, or any eftate of the value of lixty pounds, (ball have a 

right . 
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fight to give in hrs vote for fhe fenators for th« diftridl of which 
^ he is an inhabitant. And to, remove all doubts concerning the 
meaning of the word " inhabitant," in this conftitution, every 
perfon (hajl be confidered a^ an inhabitarit, for the pttrpoie of 
electing and being ele<3ed into any office or place within this 
ftate, in that town, diftrift, or plantation, where he dwelleth, or 
hath his home. 

The kh&mtn of the feyeral towns (hall prefidc at fuch'meet- 
• fngs impartially ; and fhall receive the votes of all the inhabi- 
tants of fuch towns prefent and qualified to vote for fc-nators, and 
Ihall fort an<( count them in open town-meeting, and -in pre- 
fence of the town-cleTk, who Ihall make a fair record, in pre- 
fence of the fele(Slmen, and in open town-meeting, of the name 
, of ^very perfon voted for, and of the number of votes' again ft his 
name ; and a fair copy of this record Ihall be attefted by the fe- 
Ie6lmen a!\d the town-clerk, and ithall be feal^ yp, diredled to 
the fecretary of the commonwealth for the time beFng, with a 
fuperfcription exprefEng the purports of the contents thereof, and 
delivered by the town-clerk of fuch towns to the fherifF of the 
county in which fuch town lies, thirty days at leaft before the 
lift Wednefday in May annually ; or it fhall be delivered into 
the fecretary'i office fcventeen days at leaft before the faid laft 
Wednefday in May ; and the fherifF of each county fliall deliver 
all fuch certificates by him received into the fee re tary's office 
' (even teen days before the faid laft Wednefday in May, 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporatexl, qualified 
% ss this conftitution provides, who are or fhall be im powered or 
required to afTefs taxes upon themfelves toward the fupport of 
government, fhaH have the fame privilege of voting for councillors 
ind fenacors in theplantaUons where thej^ refide, as town »nhabi- 
tants have in their refpedlive towns ; * and the plantation meetings 
for that purpofe fhall* be, held annually on the fame firft Monday 
In April, at fuch place in the plantations refpe£lively as the 
afTeffors thereof fhall dire£l; which aflclToi'sfhall have like autho- 
fity for notifying the eledlors, colle6ling and returning the votes, 
as the feleftmen and town-clerks have in their feveral towns, by 
this conftitution. And* all other perfons livmg in places unin- 
corporated (qualified as aforefaid) who fhall be afleffed to the 
fupport of government by the afTefTors of an adjacent town, fhall 
have the privilege of giving in their votes for councillors anti 
fenators, in' the town where they fhall be afTefTed, and be notified 
of the place of meeting by the. feledmen of the town where they 
(hall be allefTed, for that purpofe accordingly. 
. III. And that there may be a due convention of fenators on the 
laft Wednefday in May annually, the governor and five of the 
Council for the time being fhall, as foon as 'may be, examine the 
Returned copies of fuch records; and fourteen days before the 

E 2 ' faid 
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faid day he (hall iflue his fummons to fuch perfons as (ball appeal* 
to be chofen by the majority of voters, to attend on that day and 
take their feats accordingly; provided rieverthelefs, that for the 
fifft year the faid returned copies (hall be examined by tncprtfi- 
dent and five of the council of the former conftitution of govern- 
ment ; and tlie faid prefident (hall, in like manner, ifTue his fum- 
inons to the perfons fo eleded, that they may take their feats as 
aforefaid. 

IV. The fenate (hall b^ the linal judge of the eledlions, re-» 
turns, Jnd qiialificatlons of their own members, as pointed out in 
the conftitution ; and (hall, on the faid laft 'Wednefday in May 
annually, determine and declare who are elected by each^diftri^ 
to be fen a tors by a majority of votes : and in cafe there (hall 
not appear to be the full number of fenacors elefted by a majo-t 
rity of votes for any diftridt, the deficiency (hall be fupplied ia 
the following manner, viz. The members !of the houfe of rc^ 
prefentatives, and fuch fenators as (hall be declared eletSted, (hall 
take the names of fuch perfons as (hall be found to have thq 
higheft number of votesin fuch di(lri6t, and not eleflfd, amount- 
ing to twice the number of fenators wanting, if there be 4b many 
voted for ; and out of thefe (hall ele^^ by ballbi a number of 
fenators fuificient to fill up the vacancies in fuch diitridb-; and 
in this manner all fuch vacancies (hall be filled in every diftriiSi: 
of the commonwealth ; and in like rpanner all vacancies in the 
fenate, arifing by death, removal out of the ftate, or otherwife, 
(hall be fupplied as foon as may be, after fuch vacancies (hall 
happen. 

V^ Provided neverthelefs, that no perfon (hall be capable of 
J>eing elcdted as a fena(ok, who is not feized in his own r>ght of 
^ freehold withiji this commonwealth of the value of three hun- 
dred pounds at leaft,.or pofTeflTed of pergonal e(tatc to tbe'valueof 
fix hundred pgunds at Itafl, or of both to the amount of the fame 
fum, and who has not been an inhabitant of this commonwealth 
for the fpace of five years immediately preceding his election, 
. jand at the time of his ele^lion he Jhall be an inhabitant in the 
diftrid for which he (hall be chofen. ' . 

J* VI. The fenate -hall have power to adjourn themfelvcs, pro- 
vided fuch adJDiirnments do not exceed two days at a time. 
~ VII. The fenate (liall chufe its oyvn prefident,. appoint its own 
officers, and deterniine its own rules pf proceedings. 

VIII. The fenate (hall be a court with full authority to hear 
and determine all impeachnients niadp by the hovife pt reprcfcntan 
tives againftany o^cer or officers of the common wqaith, for mif- 
ConduS and mal-adminiftration in their offices. But previous to 
' the trial of every impeachment, the members of the fenate (hall 
refpedively be fworn, truly and impartially to try and determine 
' .the charge in (jueftion;j accerding to evidence, Their judgment, 
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however, ihall not extend further than to removal from ofSce, 
and difqualification to hold or enjoy any place of honour, truft^ 
or profit, under this ooriimonweahh : But the party fo convided 
(hall be, neverthelefs, liable to indictment, trial, jud^gment, and 
puniflimenff according to the laws of the land. 

IX. Not lefr than fixteen members of the fenate ihall conftt- 
tute a quorum fordoing bufinefs* 



Chap. L Sect. III. 
HOUSE OF R E P R E S ETJ T A T I V E S. 

Jrt.l. THERE fhall be in the legiflature of this commdn^ 
wealth a reprefentation of the people, annually elected, and 
founded upon the principle of equality. * 

,\l. And in order to provide for a reprefentation of the citizens 
of this commonwealth, founded on the principle of equality, 
every corporate town containing one hundred and fifty rateable 
polls, may elefl: one reprefentative : Every. corporate town con- 
taining three hundred and feventy-iive rateable polls, may elec^ 
two reprefentatives : Every corporate town, containing fix hun- 
dred rateable polls, may eleft three reprefentatives; and pro- 
ceeding in that manner, making two hundred and twenty-Hve 
rateable polls the mean increafing number for every additional 
rpprefentative. 

Provided neverthelefs, that each town, now incorporated, not 
having one hundred and fifty rateable polls, may eledt one repre- 
fentative : But no place (hall hereafter be incorporated with the 
privilege of clefting a rcpref^ntative, unlefs there are within the 
fame, one hundred and fifty rateable polls. 

And the houfe of reprefentatives (hall have pow^ from time 
tp time to impofe fines upon fuch towns as fhall negle£l: to chufe 
"^nd return members to the fame, agreeably to this conditution. 

The expences of travelling to the general affembly', and re- 
turning home once in every feffion and no more, fhall be paid by 
the government out of the'public treafury, to every member who 
fhall attend as feafonably as he can, in the judgment' of the houfe, 
^nd does not depart without leave^ 

Hi, Every member of the houfe -of reprefentatives fhall be 
i^hofen by written votes ; and for one year at Icaft next precedirig 
his election, ihall have been an inhabitant of, and have been 
fcized in his own right of a freehold of the value of-one hundred 
pounds within the town he (hall be chofen to reprefent, or any 
rateable cftate to the value of two hundred pounds j and he fliall 

ceafe 
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ceafe to represent the fald town, immediately on his ceafing to be 
qualified as aforefaid. 

IV. Every male perfon, teing twenty-one years of agej arid 
refident in. any particular town in this commonwealth, for the 
fpace of one year next preceding, having a f^efehold eftate withia 
thb fame town, of the annual income of three pounds, or any 
eftate of the value of fixty pounds^ ihall have a right to vote in 
the 'choice of a reprefentative or^ reprefentatives for the faid 
town. 

V. The members of the houfe of reprefentatives (hall be chofen 
annuallyNin the nionth ^f May, ten days at leaft' before the laft 
Wednefday of that month. 

yi. 'The houfe of reprefehtatives fhall be the grand ihqueft of 
this commonwealth ; and all impeachments made by them Ihall 
be heard and tried by the fenate. 

VII. All money-bills (hall originate in the houfe of reprefertta-r 
tive^ ; but the fenate may propofe or concur with amendments, ^ 
as on other bills. 

VIII. The houfe of reprefentatives (hall have power to adjourn 
them felvds, provided fuch adjournment fhall not exceed two days 
at a time. ^ . 

IX. Not Icfs than fixty members of the houfe of reprefentatives 
fliatl conftitute a quorum for doing bufinefs*. 

X. The houfe of reprefentatives fhall be the Judge of the re- - 
turns, eleftidns^ and qualifications of its own members, as' 
pointed out in the conftitution ; fhall chufe-their own fpeaker, 
appoint their own ofHcers, and fettle the rules and orders of pro- 
ceeding in their own houfe. They fhall have authority to punifh 
by imprifonment every perfon, not a member, who fhall be guilty 
of diffefpcJl to the houfe, by any diforderly or contemptuous 
behaviour in its prefence ; or who, in the town where the ge- 
neral court is fitting, and during the time of its fitting, fhall 
threaten harm to the body or eftate of any ©f its members, for 
^ny thing faid or done in the houfe; or who fhall aflault any of 
them therefor ; and who fhall afTault or arrefl any witnefs (4* 
other perfon ordered to attend the hoafe, in his way in going or 
returning ; or who- fhall refcue any perfon arrefled by the order 
of the houfe. 

-- And nomember ofthe^oufe of reprefentatives" fhall be af refted 
or held to bail on mefne procefs, during his going unto, returning 
from, or his attending the general alTembly. 

XI. The fenate fhall have the fame powers in the like cafes; 
&nd the governor and council fhall have the fame, authority to 
punifh in like cafes, provided, that no imprifonment on the 
warrant or order of the governor, council, fenate* or houfe of , 
reprefentatives, for either of the ebove-defcribed oft6nces, be fbr 
? term exceeding' thirty days, 

^ And 
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And the fenate and houfe of rcprefentatives may try, and de- 
termine, all cafes where their rights aod privileges are concerned, 
and. which, by the conftitirtioii, they have authority to try and 
determine, by committees of their own members, or in fuch other 
way is they may rcfpe6iively< think beft. 



C H A P T E R Ml. 
EXECUTIVE POWER. 

- / 

& E C T t O N I. 

GOVERNOR.. 

4rt. 1. THERE fhall be a fuprcme executive magiftrate, who 
£hall be ftiled. The Governor of the Commonwealth of M^JJachufetts \ 
and lyhofe title (hall be. His Excellency. 

II, The governor fhall be chofen annually : And no perfon 
ihall be eligible to this office, unlefs at the ,time of his.eleStion, 
he (hall have been an inhabitant of this commonwealth for fcven 
years nrext preceding y and unlefs he fhall, at the fame time, be 
ieized in his own right of a freehold within the commonwealth 
of the value of one thoufand pqunds ; and unlefs he ihall declafe 
bimfelf to be of the Chriftian religion. 

III, Thofe perfons vvho fhall be qualified, to vote for fenators 
and reprcfentatives within the feveral towns of this common- 
wealth, (hall, at a meeting to be called for that purpofe, on the 
firft MondayofApr^i annually, give in their votes for a governor, 
ta the fcleam^n, wlio (hall prefide at fuch meetings ; and the 
town-clerk, in the prefence, and with the affiftance of the feleft- 
meh, fliall, in open town-meeting, fort and count the votes, and 
form a lift of the perfons voted for, with the number of-votes 
for each perfon againft his name ; and fhall make a fair 'record 
of the fame in the town books, and a public declaration thereof 
in the faid meeting; aiid (hall, in the prefence of the inhabitants, 
feal>up copies of the faid lift, attefted by him and the felecSmen, 
and tranfmit the fame to the (heriff^of the-county,« thirty days ^t> 
leaft' before the laft Wednefday in May; and the (her iff (hall, 
tranfmit the fame to the fecretary's ofEce^ feventeen days at leaft' 
before the faid laft Wednefday in May; or the feleclmen ruaycaufe 
retm:ns of the fame to be made to' the office of the fecretary of 
the commonwealth, feventeen days at leaft before the faid day ; 
and the fecretary (hall lay the fame before the fenate, and the 
houfe of reprcfentatives, on the laft Wednefday in May, to be by ' 
tbeai examined ; And in cafe of an election by the majority of all 

.2 the 
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the votes returned^ the choice fhall be by them declared and pub* 
liflbed : But if no pcrfoitlhall have a majority of votes, the houfe 
of rtprefentatives fhall, by ballot, e]ct\ two out of four perfons 
who had the higheit number of votes, if fo maa^ fhall have been 
voted for; but, if otherwife, out of the number voted for; and 
make return to the fenate of the two perfons fo ele£led ; on 
v/hich the fenate (hall 4)roceed, by ballot, to chSt one, who 
fliall be declared governor. 

IV* The governor fliall have authority, from time to time, at 
his difcretion, to aflemble and call together the counciljors of 
' this commonwealth for the time being; and the governor, with 
the faid councillors, or five of them at leaft, (hall, and may, from 
time to time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering and di- 
reeling the affairs of the commonwealth, agreeably to the con- 
ftitution, and tht laws of the land. 

V. The governor, with advice of couacil, fhall have full 
power and authority, during the fefHon of the general court, to 
adjourn or prorogue the fame, to anytime the two hoiifes fliall 
defire ; and to diflblve the fame, oh the day next preceding the 
laft Wednefday in May ; and, in the recefs of the faid CQurt, to 
prorogue the fame, from time to time, not. exceeding ninety days 
in any one recefs ; and to call it together fooner than the. time 
to which it may be adjourned or prorogued, if the welfare of the 
commonwealth fhall require the fame : And in cafe of any infec- 
tious diflemper prevailing in the place where the faid court is 
next at any time to convene^ or" any other caufe. happening, ' 
whereby danger may arifc to the health or lives of the members- 
from their attendance, he may direft the feflion to be held a( 
fome other the mofl convenient place within the ftate. 

And the governor fhall diflblve the faid general court on the 
;day next preceding the laft Wednefday in May, 

VI. In cafes of difagreement between the two houfes, with re-» 
gard to the ;ieceffity, expediency, or time of adjournment, or 

- prorogation, the governor, with advice of the council,, fhall hav© 
a right to adjourn or prorogue the general court, not exceeding . 
ninety days^as he fhall determine the public good fhall require. 

.VIL The governor of this commonwealth^ for the time1)eing, 
(hall be the commander in chief of the a;-my and navy, arid oC 
all the military forces of the ftate, by fea 4nd land ; and fhall 
have full power by himfelf, or by any commander, or other offi-. 
cer or officers, from time to time, to. train, inftruiSl, exercife and 
'govern the militia and navy, and far the fpecial defence and> 
fafety, of the commonwealth,, to aflemble in martial array, and 
put in warlike -pofture, the inhabitants thereof, and to lead and 
^condu£i: them, and with them to encounter, repel, refift, expel, 
and purfue, by force of ai'ms, as well by fea as by land, within 
or without the limits of this comnaoQwealtb,. and alfo to ki]l,< 

; ' . flay/ 
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flay^ and deftroy, if Qcceflary, and conquer, by all fitting ways, 
enterprises, and means whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon and 
perf >ns, as (hall, at any time hereafter, in a hoftilfe manner, at- 
tempt or ehtcrprize the deftru^lion, invaljoni* detriment, or an- 
noyance of this Commonwealth j and to ufe and cxercife, over 
the army and nayy, and over the militia in actual fervice, the 
law-itiartial, in time pf war or invafioii, and alfo in time of re- 
bellion, declared by the legiflature to exift^ as occafion fhall ne- 
C^flarily^ require j and to take and furprize by all ways and means 
whatfoever, all' and every fuch perfon or perfonSj with their (hips, 
arms, ammunition, and other goods, as fhall, in a hoftile man-^ 
ner, invade, oir attempt the invading, conquering, or annoying 
this commonwealth ; and that the governor be entrufted ivith all 
thefe and otHer powers, incident to the offices of ca{^fain-general 
and commander in chief, and admiral, to be exercifed agreeably 
to the rules and regulations of the conftitutioti, and the laws of 
the land, and not otherwife. 

Provided, that the faid goverrroi- (ball nb^, at any time hcre- 
tfter, by virtue of any power by this conftitution granted, or 
hereafter to be granted to him by the legiflature, tranfport any of 
the inhabitants of this commonwealth, Qt oblige them to march 
out of the limits of the fame, without their free and voluntary 
confent, or the confent of the gerleral court; except fo far as 
may be neceffary to march or tranfport them by land or water « 
for the defence of fuch part of the ftate to which they cannot 
otherwife conveniently have acCfef$. * 

VIIL The power of pardoning offences, except fiich as per- 
fons may bfeconvifted of before the fenate by an impeachment of 
the houje, ihall be in the governpr, by and with the advice of 
the council : But no charter of pardpn, granted by the governor^ 
with advice of th^ council, before convicftion, (hall avail the 
party-pleading-'the" fame, notwithflanding any general cr parti- 
cular exprefligns contained therein-J defcriptiye of the offence or 
olfencds intended to be pardoned* 

IX, All judicial officers, the attorney-general, the folicitor- 
gene'ral, all (herifts^ coroners, and regifttrs of prob^e, fhall bd 
nommated and appointed by the governor, by and with the ad- 
vice and confent of the council ; and every fucl^ nomiifatjon (hall 
be m^de by the governor, and made at leaft fcvtn days prior t<J 
fuch appointment. 

Xff The>captains and fubaltern$ of the militia (hall beeleftei 
by the written votes of the train tand and alarm lift of thei^ 
rcfpe<Sive con>panies, of twenty-one years of age aiid upwards : 
The field officers of reginrients fliall be ehftcd by tlie writfen 
votes'of theifcaptains and fubalternsof thtir rcfpedive regiments: 
The brigadiers (hall be elefted in like manner, by the field ofH- 
eers of their refpcdtivc brigades : And fuch offivcrsj fo eleded. 
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fhall be commiflioned by the governor, who fhall determine theif 
rank. ^ 

The legiflature (hall, by (landing laws, dired the time and 
manner of convening the electors, and of colleding votes, and of 
certifying to the governor the officers elected. 

The major-generals (hall he appointed by the (enate and houfe 
of reprefentatives, each having a negative upon the others anid be. 
commii&oned by the governor. 

. And if the ele^ors of brigadiers, field officers, captains, or 
fubalterns, (hall neglect or refufe to make Aich eleAions, after 
being duly notified, according to the laws for the time, being, 
then the governor, with advice of council, (hall appoint fuitabie 
perfons t© fill fuch offices. 

And no officer, duly xommiffioned to command in the militia, 
(hall be removed from his office, but by the addrefs of both 
boufes to the governor, or by fair trial in court-martial, purCuant 
to the laws of the commonwealth for the time being. 
. The commanding officers of regiments (hall appoint their ad- 
jutants and quarter mafters ; the brigadiers their brigade m^ijors ; 
and the majpr-^enerals their aids ; $ind the governor (hall appoint 
the adjutant-general. 

The governor, with advice Ttf^eouncil, (hall appoint all officers 
of the continental army, whom, by the confederation of. the 
United States it is provided that thisxommonwealth (hall appoint, 
as alfo all officers of forts and garrifons. 

The divifibns of the militia. into brigades, regiments and com* 
panies, made in purfuance of the militia laws now in force, (hall 
be confidcred as the proper divifions of the militia of this com- 
fnonwealth, until the fame (hall be altered in purfuance of fome. 
future law. 

XI* No monies (hall be ilTued out of the treafary of this 
commonwealth, and difpofed of (except fuch fums as may be ap- 
propriated for the redemption of bills of credit or treafurers 
notes, or for the payment of interefts arifing thereon) but by 
warrant under the hand of the governor for the time being, with 
the advice and confent of the council, for the necefTary defence 
^ and fuppor.t of the commonwealth' ; and Tor the protection and 
prefervati(>ii of the inhabitants thereof, agreeably to the a6ts and 
refolves of the general court. 

XII. All public boards, the commiflary-general, all fuperin- 
jtending officers of public magazines and (tores, belonging to this 
commonwealth, and all commanding officers of forts and garri- 
sons within the fame, (hall once in every three months, officially, 
;ind withoiit requifition, and at ether times, when required by the 

J governor, deliVer to him an account of all goods, ftores, provi- 
ions, aoununition, cannon with -their appendages, and fmall- 
arms with their accoutrements, and of all other public property 

2 what- 
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whatever under their care refpeAively ; diftinguifhing the quan- 
tity, number, quality and kind of each, as particularly as may 
be ; together with the condition of fuch forts and garrifons : 
And the (aid commanding officer (hall exhibit to the governor, 
when required by him, true and exad plans of fuch forts, and of 
the land and fea, or harbour or harbours adjacent, , 

And the (aid boards, and all public officers, (hall communicate 
to the governor, as foon as may he after receiving the fame, all 
letters, difpatches, and intelligence of a public nature, which 
fhall be direded to them reipe^ively. 

XIIL As the public good requires that the governor (hould 
not be under the undue influence of any of the members of the 

Seneral court, by a dependance on them for his fupport— that he 
lould in all cafes z&, with freedom for the benefit of the pub* 
lie — that he (hould not have his attention neceflkrily diverted 
ff'om that objedl to hi$ private concerns— -and that he (hould 
maintain the dignity of the commonwealth in the chara6ler of 
its chief magiftrate— it is nece(rary that he (hould have an ho- 
nourable ftated falary, of a fixed and permanent value, amply fuf- 
£cient for thofe. purpofes, and eftabli(bed by (tanding laws : And 
it (hall be among the firft aAs of the general court, after the 
commencement of this conftitution, to eftabli(h iiich (alary by 
law accord ingly. 

Permanent and honourable falaries (hall alfo. be eftabli(hed by 
law for the juftices of the fupreme judicial court. 

And if it (hall be found that any of the falaries aforefaid, fo 
eftabli(hed, are infufficient, they (hall, from time to time, been* 
larged as the general-court (hall judge proper. 
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

^ Jrt. I. THERE (hall be annually elcfled a Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of the commonwealth of Maiiachufetts, whofe, title (hall 
be. His Honour ; and who (hall be qualified, in point of religion, 
property, and refidepce in the commonwealth, in the fame man- 
ner with the governor: And the day and manner of his.eledion, 
an(f the qualifications of the eledlors (hall be the* fame as are 
required in the eleAion of a governor. The return of the votes 
for this officer, and the declaration of his eleAion, (hall be in the 
fame manner : And if no one perfon (hall be found to have a ma- 
jority- of all the votes returned, the vacancy (hall be filled by th* 
fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, in the fame manner as the 

F 2 governor 
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governor is to be e]e<!led, in cafe no one perfon (hall have a m^^ 
jprity of the votes of the people to be governor. 

11. The governor, and in hU ^bfc nee the lieutenant-governor^ 
fhall be preUdent of the council, but (hall have no vote in council : 
And th^ lieutenantrgovernqr (hall always be a. member of the 
council, except when the chair of the governor ihall be va-r 
cant» 

IJI. Whenever, the chair of the governor fliaH be vacant, by 
reafon of bis death, or abfence from the commonwealth, or 
otherwife, the lieutenant-governor for the time being fhall, 
^uring fucb vacancy, perform all the duties incumbent upon 
the governor, and (hail have and exercife all the powers and aur 
thonties which by this conftitqtipn the goyernoi^ is veit;e4 
vritb, when perfonally prefent* 



Chap. II. Sect. III. 

i: OUNC I L^ and the Manner of fettling E legions hy ih 

Legijlature.. 

Art. I. THERE fhall be a council for advifing the governor 
in the ejipecutive part of government^ to confiif of nine perfons 
befideS the lieutenant-governor, whom the^overnor for the time 
being fhall have full poyer and authority, from time to time,, 
at his difcretion, to affemble and call together. And the gover- 
ifior, with the faid counCillors,^ or five of them at leaft, fhalJ and 
may, from time to time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering 
and direding the affairs of the commonwealth, according to the 
laws pf the land. 

II. Nine councillors fhall be annually chofen from among the 
•p^rfons retiirned for councillors and fenators, on the la(l Wednef^ 
day in May, by.the joint ballot of the fenatprs and reprefcn-ta- 
tives affembled in one room.: And in cafe there fhall not be found 
upon the firf^ choice, the whole numberof rtinc perfons who will 
accept a feat in the council, the deficiency fhall be made up by the 
cle&or$ aforefaid from among the people at large ; and the number 
p{ fenators leftfh^il confi^ltute the fenate for the year. The feats 
.pf the perfons thus ^ele^ed from the fenate, and accepting the truft, 
ihall be vacated in the fenate. 

III. The councillors, in the civil arrangements of the common-; 
wealth, fhall have rank, next after the lieutenant-governor. 

IV. Kot more than two councillors fh^l) be chofen out of ai^y 
one diflrift of this commonwealth. 

V. The refolutions and advice of the council fhall he recorded 
\vK a regifter, and figned by thedieinbers prefent} and this record 
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inay be called for at any time by either houfe of the Icgiffature; 
and any member ef the council may infert his opinion contrary 
^o the refolution of the majority. 

VI. Whenever the office of the governor and lieutcnant-gover- 
por (hall be vacant, by reafbn of death, abfence, or otherwiife, 
then the council, or the major part of them, (hall during fuch* 
vacancy have full power ^ and authority to do, and execute, 
all and every fuch aft?, matters and things, as the governor or 
the lieutenant-governor mi^jbt or could, by virtue-of this coinfti- 
tution, do or execute, if they or either of them were perfonally 
prefent. 

Vii. And v/her^as the eleftions appointed to be made by this 
conttitution, oi\ the laft Wednefday in. May annually, «by the' 
tvi^o houfes of the. legidature, may not be com pleated on that 
day, the faid elcdtions may be adjourned from day to day until 
the famefhall.be compleated* And the order of elecKons fhall 
be as follows: The vacancies in the fenate, if any, (hall firft 
.\>c filled upi the governor and lieutenant-governor (hall then be 
elecSled, provided there (hould be no choice of them b/the peo- 
ple ; and afterwards the two JHoufes (hall proceed Co the elediioji 
qf the council. 



C H A P. II. 8 E c -r. IV. 

Secretary, Trea/urer^ Comwifiryy £jf^. 

Jrh I. THE fecretary, treafurer and receiver*general, and 
the commiflTary-general, notaries*publtc, and naval officers, flial) 
be chofen annually, by joint ballot of the fenators^^nd reprefen- 
^tives, in bne room. And that the citizens of this cotniaon wealth 
may be afTured, fropn time to tin\e, ,that the monies remaining ta 
the public tVeafury, upon the fettlement and liquidation of the 
public accounts,, are their property, tio man (hall be eligible as 
treafurer and receiver-general more than five years fucceffively. 

II. The records of the commonwealth (hall be kept in the 
office of the fecretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whofe 
condudl he (hall be accountable, and he (hall attend the governor 
and council, the fenate and houfe of reprefen tat ives, in perfon, or 
by his deputies, as they flia^U rQfp^j6live|y require. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JUDICIARY POWER. 

ArU L THE tenure that all commiffion officers fhall by law 
have io their offices ihall be exprefTed in their refpedive com* 
itoiffions. All judicial officers, duly appointed, commiffioned and 
fworn, (hall, hold their offices during good behaviour, excepting 
fuch concerning whom there is different provifion made in this 
conftitution ; provided, neverthclefs, the governor, with confent 
of the council, may remove them upon the addrefsof both houfes 
of the legiflature. 

II. Each branch of the legiflature, as well as the governor and 
council, iball have authority to require the opinions of the juftices 
of the fupreme judicial court, upon important queftions of law, 
and upon folemn occafions. 

III. In order that the people may not fuffcr from the long con- 
tinuance in place of any juftice of the peace who (hall fail of 
difcharging the important duties of his office with ability or fide- 
lity, alt commiffions of juftices of the peace (hall expire and be- 
come void in the term of feven years from their refpe(Stive dates ; 
and upop the expiration of any commiffion, the fame may, if ne- 
ceflary, be renewed, or another perfon appointed, as mall moft 
conduce to the well-being of the commonwealth. 

IV. The judgf s of probate of wills, and for granting letters 
of adminiftration, fhall hold their courts at fuch place or places, 
on fixed days, as the convenience of the people fhall require. ' And 
the legiflature fhall, from time to time, hereafter appoint fuch 
times and places i until which appointments, the faid courts 
ihall be holden.at the times and places which the refpe£live judges 
ihalldirea. 

V. All caufes of marriage, divorce and alimony, and all ap« 
peals from the judges of probate fhall be heard and determined by 
the governor and council, until the legiflature (hall by law mal^^ 
other provifion. 



C H A P T E ft IV. 

DELEGATES to CONGRESS. 

The delegates of this commonwealth to the Congrefs of the 
United States fhall, fome time in the month of June annually, 






% 

CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS. jf 

be defied by the joint ballot of the fenatc and houfe of reprefen- 
tatives, affembled together in one ri»om, to fervc in Congrefs for 
one year, to commence on the firlt Monday in. November then 
next enfuing. They (hall have commifiions under the hand of 
the governor, and the great fcal of the commonwealth ; but may 
be recalled at any time within the year, and others diofen and 
commiffioned, in the fame manner, in their fiead. 



CHAPTER V. 

. ^ ■ • 

/ \ 

n^e JJniverJity at Cambrid^e^ and Encouragement of Literature^ 

Section L 
r*^ U N I V E R S I T Y. 

Art. I. WHEREAS our wife and pious anceftors, fo early 
as the year one thoufand fix hundred and thirty-iix, laid the foun- 
dation of Harvard College, in which univerncy many per(bns of 
great eminence have, hy the bleiling of God, been initiated in 
thofe arts and fciences which qualified them for public employ- 
ments, both in church and ftate : And whereas the encouragement 
of arts and fciences, and all good literature, tends to the honour 
of Gpd, the advantage df the Chriftian religion, and the great 
benefit of this and the other United States of America : — It is de- 
clared, that the Prejident and Fellows of Harvard College^ in their 
corporate capacity, and their fuccefTors in that capacity, their 
officers and fervants, (hall have, hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy all 
the powers, authorities, rights, liberties, privileges, immunities 
and franchifes, which |;hey now have, or^tre entitled to have, hold, 
uie, exercife and enjoy : And the fame are hereby ratified and 
confirmed unto them, the faid prefident and fellows of Harvard 
College, and to their fuccefTors^ and to their officers and fervants, 
refpeSively, forever. 

II. And whereas there have been at fundry times, by divers 
perfons, gifts, grants, devifes of houfes, lands, tenements, goods, 
chattels, legacies and conveyances, heretofore made, either to 
Harvard College, in Cambridge, in New- England, or to the 

Erefident and fellows of Harvard College, or to the faid college, 
y fome dther defcription, under feveral charters fucceffively : It 
is declared, that all the faid gifts, grants, devifes, legacies, and 
conveyances^ . are hereby forever confiraied unto the prefident 

and 
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md fellows of Harvard College, and to their fucceflbrs in t}ie ca-* 
pacity aforefaid, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
diortor or donofs, grantor or grantors, devifor or devifors, . 

III. And whereas, by an ad of the general court of the colony 
of Mailkchufetts*fiay, palTcd in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
tnd forty 'two, the governor and deputy-governor for the time 
being, and all the magtftrates of that jurifdi£kion, were, with' 
the prefident, and a number of the clergy in the faid afl defcribed, 
conftituted the overfeers of Harvard College : And it being ne- 
ccfTary, in this new conftitution of government, to afcertain who 
fhall be deemed fucceflbrs to the faid governor, deputy>governor, 
and magiflrates : It is declared, that the governor, lieute- 
nant-governor, council,' and fenate of this commonwealth, 
are, and fhall be deemed their fuccefTors ; who, with the 
prefident of Harvard College for the time being, together with 
the miniflers of the congregational churches in the towns of 
Cambridge, Watertown, Charlcftown, Bnfton^ Roxbury, and, 
Dorchefler, mentioned in the faid adt, fhall be, and hereby are, 
veiled with all the powers and authority belonging, or in'any way 
appertaining, to the overfeers of Harvard College; provided, that, 
nothing herein fhall be conftrued to prevent the legifl^iture of this 
commonwealth from making fuch alterations in the government 
of the faid univerfity, as fhall be conducive to its advantage, and 
tl^ intereil of the republic of letters, in as full a manner as 
might have been done by the legiflature of the late province of the 
Maflachufetts*Bay. 



C H A 1^. V. S E c T. IL ^ 

The Encouragement of Literature, 

WISDOM and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffufed gene-' 
f ally among the body of the people, being necefTary for the pre- 
fervation of their rights and liberties ; and as thefe depend oti 
fpreading the opportunities and advantages of education, in th<S 
various parts of the country, and among the different orders of 
<he people, it fhall be the duty of the legiflatiires and magiftrates,* 
in all future periods of this commonwealth, to cherifh the tntcrefl^ 
of literature and the . fciences, and all feminartes of them ; ef-» 
pecially the univerfity at Cambridge, public fchools, and gram- 
mar fchools in the towns; to encourage private focieties and pub- 
lie inflitutions, rewards and imrhunities, for the promotion of 
agriculture, arts, fciences, Commerce, trades, manufactures, and 
a natural hiftory of the country ; to countenance and inculcate thtf 
principles of humanity and general benevolence, public and private 
charity, induftry and frugalityj hohefty and punftuality in thei^ 
dealings; fincerity, good humour, and aM focial aiFedion^, i^nd^ 
generous fcntiments among the people. 
* . CHAP- 
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c ii A ^ T E R Vi. 

Oaihs and Subfcrt'ptions j Incompoiibillty of and Extliijiin from Of- 

fins ; Pecuniary Salifications ; Commijffions ; IVriu ^ Confirm 

maiion of Latos ; . rl^beas Corpus ; The EnaSfing Style j Conti'^ 

nuance of Officeri % ProvifionfoY a future Revifat of the Con^itu^ 

tion, ^c^ 

Art. !• Any perfon chofen gdvernor, or lieiitenaht-gbverhor^ 
councillor, fenator, or reprefentative, and accepting the truft; 
ihall, l)efore he proceed to execute the duties of his place or of- 
fice, make and fubfcribe the following declaration, viz. 

*' t, A..B. do declare,, that I believe the Chriftian religion^ 
and have a firm perfuafion of its truth ; and that I am feized and 
pofflefled, in my own right, of th^ property required by the feon- 
iHtution as one xjuatification for the office or place to which I ant 
cleded." 

And the governor, lieutenant-governof^ and cciiinciHors, ihall 
make and fubfcribi; the faid declaration in the prefence of the two 
houfes of affembly ; and the fenators and reprefentative^ fiift'^ 
clefted undtrr this cqnftitution, before the prefident and hve of rhe 
council of the former conftitutiou, and forever afterwards, before 
the governor and council for the time being. 

And every perfon chofen to either of the places or offices 
aforefaid, as alfo any perfon appointed or commiffioned to any 
judicial, executive, military, or other office under the government, 
ihall, before he enters on the difcharge of thej)ufirtefs of his 
place or office, take and fubfcribe the following declaration ^ and 
oaths or affirmations, viz. 

** I, A. B. do truly and fijicerely acknowledge, profefs, tefti- 
fy and declare, that the commonwealth of Maffachufetrs is, and 
of right ought to be, a free, fovereign, and independent ftate ; 
andldofwear, that I will bear true/aith and allegiance to the 
faid commonwealth, and that I will defend the fame againft trai- 
torous confpiracies and all hoftile attempts whatfoever : And that 
I do renounce and abjure all allegiance,' fuDJeftio/i^ and obedi-. 
€nce, to the king,'' queen, or government c\i Great Britain {as 
the cafe may be), and every other foreign power whatsoever : 
And that no foreig^i prince, perfon, prelate, ftate or,.potentate, 
hath, or ou^ht to have, any jurifdifiioxii fupcriority, pre-cmi- 

O ner^ce. 
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nence, authonty, difpeniing or other power, in any matter, ci« 
vil, etclefiaftical or fpiricual, within this commonwealth, except 
the authority or power which is pr mayibe vefted by their con- 
Klituents in the Copgrefsof the United States. And I dp fur«» 
thef teilify and declare, that no man or body of men hath or can 
have any right to abfolve or difcharge me from the obligation of 
this oath, declaration or affirmation y and that I do make this 
acknowledgement, profcifioti, teftimony, declaration, denial, re- 
nunciation and abjuration, heartily and triily, according to the 
common meaning and acceptation of the foregoing words, 
without any eqiii vocation, mental evafion, or fecret relervatioti^ 
whatfpLver, So help me God." 

'^ I, A. B. do folemnly fwearand affirm, that I will faithfully 
and impartially difcharge and perform all the duties incumbent 
on me as ^ according to the beft of my abilities and 

underftanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the con- 
ftitution, and the laws of this commonwesrith. So help me 
God." • 

^ Provided always, that when any perfon chofen. or appointed 
as aforefaid (ball be of the denomination x)f the people called 
Quakers, and (hall decline taking the faid oaths, he fliall make 
his affirmation in the foregoing form, and fubfcribe the fame, 
omitting the words, ** I do fwean^^ ** and ahjun^* ** aaibo¥" 
** aftd abjuration^** in the firft oath ; and in the fecond oath, the 
words, *^ fivear and 'y* and in each of thejn the words, *' So 
help me God ;" fubjoining inftead thereof, ^^ This I do undor tbi 
fains and penalties of perjury** 

And the faid oaths or affirmations (hall be taken^ and fub- 
Arribed by the governor, lieutenant-governor, and councillors, 
before the prefident of the .fenate, in the prefence of the two 
houfes of aflembly ; and by the fena tors and repcefentatives firft 
ele(^ed under this conftitution, before the prefident and five of 
the council of the former conftitution ; and forever afterwards 
before the governor and council for the time being : and by the 
refidue of the officers aforefaid, before fuch perfons and in fuch 
manner as from time to time (hall be pfefcribed by the legiflature. 

If, No governor, lieutenant-governor, 'or judge of.^the fu-r 
preme judicial court, (hall hold any other office or place under 
the authority of this 'commonwealth, except fuch as by this con- 
ftitution they are admitted to hold ; faving that the judges of the 
faid court may hold the offices of juftices of the peace through 
the ftatd \ nor (hall they hold any other place or office, or re- 
ceive any penfion or falary from any other ftate or governmen): 
or power whatever. 

No perfon (hall be capable of holding or exercifing at the fame 
time m:)re than one of the following offices within, this. ftate, 

viz4 
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tMx judge of probate, flicrifF, rcgifter of probate, or regifter of 
deeds ;_ and never more than any two offices which are to be held 
by appointment of the governor, or the governor and council, 
or the fenate, or the houfe of reprefentatives, or by the eledion 
of the people of the ftate at large, or of the people of any 
* county, military offices, and the office of juftice of the peace ex- 
cepted, fhall beheld by one perfon. 

No perfon holding the office of judge of the fupreme judicial 
court, fecretary^ attorney- genera], folicitor-gerieral, treafurer 
or receiver-general, judge of probate, co|nmiffary-general ; pre- 
iident, profcfTor, or inftruftor of Harvard College j iherifF, clerk 
of the houfe of reprefentatives, regifter of probate, regifter of 
deeds, clerk of the fupreme judicial court, clerk of the inferior 
court of common-pleas, or officer of the coftoms, including in 
thisdefqription naval officers, fiiall at the fame time have a feat 
in the fenate or houfe of reprefentatives i but their being chofen 
or appointed to, and accepting the fame, (hall operate as a refig-' 
nation of their feat in the fenate or houfe of reprefentatives, and 
the place fo vacated fliali be filled up. 

And the fame rule Ihall take place in cafe any judge of the 
faid fupreme judicial court, or judge of probate, (hall accept 
a feat in council ^ or any councillor mall accept of either of thofe 
offices er places. 

And no perfon (hall ever be* admitted to. hold a feat in the, 
legiflacure, or any office of truft or importance under the govern* 
ment of this commonwealth, who (hall, in the due courfe of law^ 
have been convi<^ed of bribery or corruption ih obtaining an 
eie^ion or appointment, 

III. In all caies where (urns of njoney are mentioned in this 
conftitution, the value thereof (hall be computed in filver, at fix 
(hillings and eight-pence per ounce :, and it (hallbein the powe^ 
of the leg flat u re from time to time to increafe fuch qualifications, 
as to property of the perfons to be ele<^ed into offices, as the 
circumftances of thecomrnonweaIth(haii recjuire* 

IV. All commjffions (hall be in the name of the common- 
wealth of MaiTachufetts, figned by the governor and attefted by 
the fecretary or his deputy, and have the great feal of tliecom* 
mon wealth affixed thereto. 

V. All writs ifluing out of the clerk's office in any of the 
courts of law (hall be in the name of the commonwealth of 
MafTachufetts : they (hall be under the feal of the court from 
vvhence they iffue : they (hall bear teft of the firft juftice of the 
court to ;which they (hall be returnable, who is not a party, and 
be figned by the clerk of fuch court. 

VI. All the laws which have heretofore been adopted, u fed 
and approved in the province, colony, or ftate of Maiiachufetts- 
^a^, and ufually pradifcd on in the. courts of law, (hall ftill re- 

Q 2 main 
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m^in ind be in full force, until altered or repealc4 by the legiflar 
tqre ; fuch p^rtsonjy excepted ^sare repugnant to the rights and 
liberties contained in this conftitution. 

VII. The privilege arid benefit of the writ of habeas-corpu$ 
Ihali be enjoyed in this commonwealth, in the mqft free, ^afy, 
cheap, expeditlQus and ample manner ; and (hall not be. fuf- 

1)ended by the legifliatijre, c:5ccept upon the mpft urgent and pref- 
ing occaiions^ . and for a limited time, npt^ exceed mg t>yelve 
ponths. 

\ III. The ena6ting ftyle in making and paffing all afls, fta- 
tutes, and laws, (hall be, f* Be it enabled by ihe fenate and houf|3 
of reprefentatives in general court alTem bled, ai}d by the autho- 
rity of the fame.*' 

iX* To the end there may be no failure of . juftice, or danger 
arife to the commonwealth from a change of the form of gdvern- 
ment— all officers, civil and military, holding ^pommilTions under 
fhe goyeLmment and people of M^rtachufetts-Bay in New-Er^- 
gland, and all other officers of the (aid government and^ people, 
at the time this conftitution (hall talce eiFed);. ihail have, hold, 
fife, e:^ercife, and enjoy, all the powers aqd authority to theni 
granted or committed, unti] other perfons (hall be appointed in 
their (le^d : And all courts of law fhall proceed in the executioi^ 
pf the bufinefs of their refpediive departments j and all the exe- 
frutive and legrflatiye officers, bodies, and powers, (hall continue 
|n fuir force, in the enjoyment and exercife of all their trufts^ 
employments, and authority, until the general cour't, and the 
fupreme and execiitive officers under this conftitution, are 

.ijefignated and invefted v^ith their refpeclive truftsj povvers and 
authority. ' 

X. In order "the more efFeftually to adhere to the principles of 
jhe conftitution. and to correct toofe yioli^tions whicl| by any 
means niaybemade th^^rein, a$ Well as to form fi^ch alterations as 
from experience (hall be found neceflTary, the general court which 
fhall ht in the year of our Lord one (houfand feven hundred anq 
ninety-five (hall ifTue precepts to fhe fe}ectmen of the fcyeraj 

, towns, and to the i^fl'effors of the unincorporated plantations, 
ilirefting them to convene the qualified voters of their refpecfliyQ 
towns and plantation.^,' for the purpofe. of colle(5ting their fenti- 
^i^nts on the neceiJ^tv or expediency of revifing tl^e conftitution, 
iji order to amendments. 

And if it (hall appear by the returns, niadc, th^t two-thirds of 
'the qualified voters throughout the ftate who (hall affemble and ^ 

• vote in confequence of the faid precepts are in favour of fuch 
jrevifion ^'nd amendment, ^h« general^court (hall ifTue precepts, 
or dirc6l them to be iflfued from the fecretary*s oiftce; to the fe- 

yeral 
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,vcral towns to elefl: delegates to meet in convention, for the pur- 
pofe Jiforefaid. 

The faid delegates to be chofen in the fame manner and pro- 
portion as their reprefentatives in the fecond branch of the le- 
giHature are by this confticution to be chofen. 

XI. This form of ' government fliall be enrolled on parch- 
ment, and depofited in tlie fecretary's office, and be a part of the 
)aws of the land ^ and printed copies thereof fhall ^e prefixed to 
fhc book containing the )aw$ of this commonwealth, in all future 
leditions of* the faid Jaws. . 

JAMES BOWDOIN, President. 
, Jitf/I. Samuel Barret, Stcr'etary. 
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RHODE-ISLAND CHARTER, granud by King Charles II. in 

the Fourteenth Year of his Reign, 

s 

' ^gtntadecitfta pars Patentium Ann9 Regni Regis Carol! Setundi 

^intodecimo* 

CI^ARLES the Second, bjrthe grace of (3od, &c. To all to 
whom thcfc prefents (hall come, greeting. Whereas wc 
have been informed by the petition of our trufty. and well be- 
loved fubjcdls, John Clarke, on' the behalf of Bcnedicl 
Arnold, William Brenton, William Codington, Nicho- 
las Eafton, William Boulfton, John Porter, John Smith, 
Samuel Gorton, John Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Ol- 
jiey, Gregory Dexter, John Cogefhall, Jofeph Clarke, Randall 
Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, Wil- 
liam Field, James Barker, Richard Tew,' Thomas Harris, and 
.William Dyre, and the reft of the purchafers,* and free inhabi- 
tants of our ifland called Rhode-Ifland,-and the reft of the colony 
of Providence Plantations, in the Narraganfet-Bay in New En- 
gland in America, That they, purfuing with peace and loyal 
minds their fober, ferious, and religious intentions, of godly 
edifying them felves. and one another in the holy Chriftian faith 
and worfliip as they were perfuaded, together with the' gaining 
over and converfion of the poor ignorant Indian natives in thofe 
parts of America to the fincere profeflion and obedience of the 
.fame faith and worfliip, did not only by the confent and good 
encouragement ot our royal progenitors, tranfport themfelves 
out of this kingdom of England into America ; but alfo fmce 
their arrival there, after their firft fettlement among other our 
fubje£ls in thofe parts, for the avoiding of difcord and thofe many 
-evils which were likely toenfue upon thofe Our fubjeils not being 
able tol^ear in thofe repot^ parts thei^r di(F(;rent apprehenftons in 
religious concernments ; and in purfuance of the ^forefaid ends 
did once again leave their deri;'able ftations and habitations, and 
with exbeflive labour and travail, hazard and charge, did tranf* 
plant themfelves into the midft of the Indian natives, who, as we 
are informed, are the moft potent princes and people of all that 
country; where, by the good providence of God (from whom 
the plantations have taken their name} upon their labour and in-' 
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duftry, they have not only- been preferved to admiration, but 
have increafed and profpered, and are feized and poflTefled, by pur- 
chafe and confent of the faid natives, to their full content, of 
fuch lands, iflands, rivcrr, harbours, and roads, as are very'con- 
venient both for plantations, and alfo for building of (hips, 
fupply of pipe-ftaves, and other merchandife, and which lye very 
conimodious in many refpeAs for commerce, and to accommo- 
date our fouthern plantations, and may much advance the trade 
of this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories thereof ; they 
having, by near neighbourhood to, and friendly fociety with, the 
great l)ody of the Narraganfct Indians, given them encourage* 
ment, of their own accord, to fubjeS themfelves^ their people 
and lands, unto us ; whereby, as is hoped, there may, in time, 
by the bleffing of God upon their endeavours, be laid a fure foun- 
dation of happinefs to all America. And whereas, in their humble 
addrefs, they have freely declared. That it is much qn their hearts 
\if they be permitted) to hold forth. a lively experiment, chat a 
Inoft flouriihing civil ftaCe may ftand, and bjed be maintained, 
and that among our Englifh fubjedts, ^ith a full liberty in^relL- 
gious concernments \ and that true piety, rightly grounded upon 
gofpel principles, will give the beff and greateft fecurity to iovt^ 
Ireignty, and will lay in the hearts of men the ftrongefl: obliga- 
tions to true loyalty : Now, know ye. That we being willing to 
encourage the hopeful undertaking of our faid loyal and loving 
fubjccSs, and to fecure them in the free exercife and enjoyment of 
all their civil and religious rights appertaining to then)^ as our 
loving'fuMefts ; and to- prefer ve unto them that liberty i^n the 
true Chriftian faith and worihipof God wJiich they have fought 
with fo much travarl, and with peaceable minds and loyal fubjec- 
tion to our royal progenitors and ourfelves, to enjoy ; and be- 
caufe fome of the people and inhabitants of the fame colony can- 
not, in their private opinion, conform to the public exercife of 
religion^ according to the liturgy, form, and ceremonies of the 
church of England, or take or fubfcribe the oaths and articles 
made and eftabliOied in that behalf; and for that the fame, by 
reafon of the remote diftances of thofe places, will, as we hope, 
be no breach of the unity and uniformity eftablifhed in this na- 
tion, have therefore thought fit, and do hereby publifh, grant, 
ordain, and declare, that our royal will and pleafure is, That np 
perfon witbin'the faid (rol«>ny, at any time hereafter,-ihall be any- 
wiiemolefted, puniih'ed, djfquieted, or called in queftion, for an^y 
differences in opinion in matters of religion, who do not a^ually 
difturb the civil peace of our faid colony ; but that all and 
every perfon and j^erfons may, from time to time,. and at all times 
hereafter, freely and fully have and enjoy his and their own judge- 
meats and Confciences, in matters of religious concernments, 
tfaroughovU tbe track o( land hereafter ^mentioned, they behaving 
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themfelves peaceably and quietly, and npt uiing this, iibertj to 
licentioufneis and profanenefs, nor to the civil injury or outward 
difturbancc of others, any law, flatute or claufe therein contained, 
or to be containec), ufage, or cuflom of this realm, to the contrary 
hereof, in any wife notwithftanding. And that they may be in 
the better Rapacity to defend themfelves in their juft rights and 
liberties, againft all the enemies of the Chrifliaii faith, and others, 
in all refpe6)s, we have further thought fit, and at the hnmble 
petition of the perfons s^orefaid, are gracioufly pleafed to 
declare. That they fhall have and enjoy the benefit of 
our late a£fc of indemnity^ and free pardon, as the reft 
of, our fubje£Fs in other our dominions and territoried 
have ; . and to create and make them a body politic or cor- 
porate, with the powers or privileges herein after^mentioned : 
And accordingly, our will atid pleafure is, and of our efpecial 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere miction, we have ordained, 
conftituted and declared, and by ihefe prefents for us, our heirs 
and fuccelTors, do ordain, conftitute, and declare, That they the 
faid^William Brenton, William Codington, hficholas Eafton, 
Benedict Arnold, William Boulfton, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, 
John Smith, John Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney^ 
Gregory Dexter, Johrt Cogefhall, Jofcph Cfarke, Randall 
Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, William Dyre, Samuel 
Wildbore, Richard Tew, William Field, Thomas Harri?, James 
Barker, Rainfborrow, Willhims, 

and John Nickfon, and all fuch others as are now, or hereafter 
fhall be admitted, free of the company and fociety of our colony 
of Providence Plantations, in the Narraganfet Bay, in New- 
England, (hall be, from time to time, and for ever hereafter, a 
body corporate and politic, in faci and name, by the name of the 
Governor and Company of the Englifh Colony ^f Rhode- liland, 
and Providence Plantations, iti New-England, in Americla; and 
that by the fame name, they and their fucceflbrs ihali and may 
have perpetual* fucceffion, and (hall and may be perfons able and 
capable in the law to fue and be fued, to plead and be impleaded, 
to anfwer and to be anfwered unto, to defend and to be defended, 
in ^11 and (ingular fuits, caufes, quarrels, matters, adiions, and 
things, of what kind or nature foever^ and ali^ to have, take, 
poflefs, acquire, and purchafe lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
t>r any goods or chattels, and the fame to leafe, grant, demife, 
alien, bargain, fell, and difpofeof, at their own will. and pleafure, 
as other our liege people of this our realm of EnglaYid, or any^ 
corporation or body politic within the iame,may lawfully do : and 
further. That they the faid governor and company, and their fuc^ 
cefibrs, (hall and may, for ever hereafter, have a common feal, to 
ferve and ufe for all matters, caufes, things, and afEiirs what- 
foever^ of them and their fucceflbrs, and the fameieai to alter^ 

change. 
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^ll^^, break, and mak^ oevtr from time to time, at their will and 
ple»f«*re, a» they ftail thiiik fit. And further, wc will and ordain^ 
an4 by it)efe pr<?feiit$, for us, oiv heirs and fucceffors, do declare 
aud appoint, Ih^t for the bf iter ordering and managing of the 
^ff^irs and bufinefa of {he faid company and their fucceflbrs, there 
ftall be one gorcrnor, one diepuly^governor, and ten affiftants, tp 
Ve from time to time coaftitutcd, eleiSed, and chofen, out of the 
freen\en of the faid company, for the time being, in fuch manner 
tnd form a$ is h^reaft^r in thefp prefents exprcffcd ; which faid 
9ftce(s fhall -apply themfelve^ *to take care for the heft difpoftng 
and orderin^g of the general buiiDefs and afFairs of and concerning 
the lands and heriditaments herein aftermentioned to be granted^ 
aiTd the pi an tatipn thereof, and (hegt}verc>ment of the people there. 
And for the fetter execution of our roy^l pleafure hereiji, we do 
for ti^, our heirs and (u^cfff^n, ai$gn, name, conftitutc and ap«^ 
point, ch9 af^^refaid l^^tmiidt Arnold to be the iirft and prefenc 
gQvernpr of the iaid comp^^py, anil the faid WiHIam Bxcnton to 
t^ th# dgpiity -governor, and the faid William Bouiflon, Johx^ 
Porter, Roger WilJiamif, Thomas Olney, John Smith, John 
Gttene, John CogelbaU, Jaipes Barker; William Field, and 
. Jofep^ Clarke, to be the t«rvprefent affiants of the faid compaDy« 
to conti^tue in the faid (everal offices rrfpe^v^b's ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^J^ 
Wet^nefd.^y which fliallbe in the month of May now next coming* 
And further, we will, ai^d by <hefe prefents, for us, our heirs and 
fu^ceilbrs, do ordain ^nd grant. That the governor of the faid 
coQnpany, f^r the time being, or in his abfence, by cccailon of 
fioknef^, or otherwiA?, ty his leave or pe^m^flion, the deputy- 
governor, for the time being, fliall and may, from time to ^me. 
Upon ail oeeafions, givex>rder for the aiTembling of the faid Com- 
pany, and calling them together, to confulc and advife of the 
bnfinefs and affairs of the fai<i company^; and that fur ever here-* 
after, twice in every year, that is to fay, on-ev^ry firfl Wcdnefday 
in the month of May^and on every laft Wednefday in October, or 
pftener, in cafe it (b^ili be requifite, the affiftants, and fuch of tbff 
freemen of the faid company, not exceeding fix perfpns for New-* 

S[>rt, four perfon^ for each of the refpeSive towns of Providence, 
ortfmouth, and Warwick, and two perfons for each other place, 
town or city, who ihall be from time to time thereunto eleded oc 
Heputed by the major part of the fnemen of the refpe^Slive towns ' 
or places, for which they foal^be fo elei^ed or deputed, (ball haVQ 
. ft general meeting or ailembljr, then and there to confuJt, advife 
and determine, in and abqut the a^^irs and bufinefs of the faid ' 
company and plantations. . And further, we do of ourefpecial 
^race, certain krkowiedge, and mere motion, give and grant unto 
^he faid governor and compafiy of the Engliih colony of Rhodes 
Ifland and Provi^Unce Plantations, in New-England in America, 
and their fiACCcflbrs, That the governor, or in his abfence, or by 
Ilia permiilion, the deputy -governor, of the faid company for th^ 
time b^ing, ^he aififtants, and fuch of the freemen of the.fai^ 
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company, as fitall Ve fo aforeiaid eleded or deputed, orYo maiiT 
ef them as fltall be prefent at fiich meeting brafiembly, as aforefaid^ 
flrall be called the General Aflembly ; and that they, or the 
grcateft part of them then prefent, whereof the governor, or deputy- 
governor, and fix of the afliftants at lead, to be feven, (hall have^ 
and have hereby given and granted unto them, full power an^ 
authority, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to appoint, 
alter, and change fueh days, times and places of meeting, and 
general afiembly, as they mall think fit, and to chufe, nominate, 
and appoint fuch and fp many perfoi^s as they fliall think fit^ and 
(hall be willing to accept the fame, to be free of the faid company 
and body politic^ and them into the fame to admit, and toeled^ 
and conftitute fuch pffices and officers, and to grant fuch needful 
tomrniflions as they fhall think fit ^nd requifite, for ordering, 
managing, and difpatching of the affairs of the faid governor and 
company, and their fucdefTors; and, from time to time, tomake. 
Ordain, conflitute, or repeal, fuch laws, ftatutes, orders and or- 
dinances, forms and ceremonies of government and magiflracy, 
as to them (hall feem meet, for the good and welfare of the faid 
. company, and for the government and ordering of the lands and 
hereditaments herein after mentioned 'to be granted', and of the 
people that do, or at any time hereafter fliall inhabit, or bs within 
the fame ; (6 as fuch laws, ordinances, and conflitutions, fo made, 
be not contrary and repugnant unto, but as near as may be, i 
agreeable to the laws of this our realm of England, confidering 
the nature and conflitution of the place and ptople there; and 
alfo, tp appoint, order, and direA, ^veSt and* fettle fuch places 
and courts of jurifdifiion, for hearing and determining of aU 
anions, cafes, matters and things, happening within the faid 
colony and plantation, and which (hall be in difpute, and de* 
pending there, as they (hall think fit ;.and alfo to diflitiguiih and 
{et forth ttfe feveral names and titles, duties, powers and limits, 
of each court, office and officer, fuperior and inferior | and alfo, 
to contrive and appoint fuch forms of oaths and atteflations^ not 
repugnant, but as near as may be agreeable, as aforef^id, to the 
laws and ftatutes of this our realm, as are convenient and req;uilke, 
with refped to the due adminiflratioh of |uftice, and due exe^ 
cution and difcharge of all t>ffices and places of truft, by the 
peifons that (hall be therein concerned ; and alfo to regulate and' 
order the w^y and manner of all eledlions to offices and places of 
truft, and to prefcribe, liipit and diftinguifh the number and 
bounds of all places, towns and cities, within the limits and bounds, 
herein after mentioned, and not herein particularly named, who 
have or (hall have the power of ele£ling and fending of freemen to 
the faid general affembly ; and alfo to order, i\rt& and authority 
the impofing of lawful and jeafonabte fines, mulSs, imprifon- 
mcnts, and executing other puni(hments, pecuniary and corporal^f 
upon offenders and delinquents, according to the courfe. of other 
corporations, within this our l^ingdom pi England i jand again^ 
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td 'alter, revoke, annul or pardon, under their common fcal, or 
etherwife, fuch fines, mulds, in^prifonments, fcntences^ judg- 
ments and condemnations, as ihall be thought fit ; and to direct, 
rule, order and dilpofe of all other matters and things, and par* 
ticularly that which relates to the making of {xurchafes of the 
native Indians, as to them ihall feem meet ; wfaereby our faid people 
and inhabitants in the faid plantations, may, be fo religioufly, 
peaceably, and civilly governed, as chat by their good life and 
orderly converfation they may win and invite the native Indians 
of the country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true 
God and Saviour of mankind ; willing, commandfxng, and re- 
^^uiring, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, 
ordaining and appointing^ that all fuch laws, ftatutes, ordersf, 
and ordinances, inftruAions, impofitions, and directions, as ihall 
be fo made by the governor^ deputy, affiftants, and freemen, of 
Aich nunvber of them as aforefaki, andpublKhed in writing under 
their common .ical, fiiall ^becareifally and duly obferved, kept, 
performed, and put in execution, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the fame. And thefe our letters patent, or the du- 
plicate or exemplification thereof, ihall be to all and every fuch 
officers, fupeirior or inferior, from time to time, for the putting 
of the fame orders, laws, ilatutes, ordinances^ inflrudions, and 
directions, in due execution againft ns, our heirs, and fucceiTors, 
a fufficient warrant and difcharge. And further, our will and 
.' pleafurp is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs, and fucceiTors, 
eftablilh and ordain, that yearly, once in the year for ever here- 
after, namely, the aforefaid Wednefday in May, and at the towa 
of Newport or elfewhere, if urgent occafion do require, the go- 
* vernor, deputy- governor, and affiilants of the faid company, and 
• other, officers of the faid company, or fuch of them as the general 
, ailembly ihall think fit, ihall be in the faid general court or af- 
fembly, to be h^Id from that day or time, newly chofen forjhe 
year enfuing, by the greater part of the faid^ companv fo^(;^the 
time being as ftall heathen and there prx^fent. And if it ihall hap- 
4>ea that the prefent governor, deputy-governor, and aifidants, by 
thefe prefents appointed, or any fuch as ihall hereafter be newly 
chofen into their rooms, or any of them, or any other the ofHcers 
of the faid company, fhall die, or be removed from his or their 
feveral offices or places, before the faid general day of election 
(whom wp^do hereby declare for any mifdemeanour or default to^ 
be removable by the governor^ affiftants, and .company, or fuch 
greater part of them, in any of the faid j>ublic courts to be af- 
icmbhd as aforefaid), that then, and in every fuch cafe, it ihall* 
and may be lawful to and for the faid governor, deputy-governor, 
affiftants, and company aforefaid, or Uich greater part of them fo 
to be aiTembled, as is aforefaid, in any of their aflemblies, to pro- 
ceed to a new eledioh of one or more of their company, in the 
f 00m or place, rooms or places, of fuch officer or officers fo dying 
m removed^ according to their diredions* And immediately upon 
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and after fuch chflion or elt&tons inade tX ftich gotie^nor^ 4t^ 
puty-govcraor, affiftanf, or affifta«)t9, or any 6th«r t>fficer of 
the feid company, in itianner imd fftirm afbrefiid, the authority; 
office, and power before jiireii to th« farmer governor, ^puty- 
governor, and other officer 'arid officers fo retttoved, fti whoft-' 
ftead and place new fl^aH be chofen, fiia]), as td hjm and thefls^ 
and every of them refpeftivcly, ceafc and determine: Pro- 
vided always, and our will and pieafure is, Tha^t as weli Aich a& 
^re by ihefe prefents appointed to be the prefent governor, dtputy- 
goveruor, an^ affiftants of the faid conhpany, as thofe which ihaM' 
fucceed them, and all other officers to be appointed laivd cti^en as 
afdrefaid, Ihall, befoi^ the undertaking the cxccljtion of chis-fatd 
<jiKccs and places rcfpctftivdy, givfc their folemn engagement by 
oath or otherwife, for the due and faithfal perfMtftande of their 
duties in their feveral offices and peaces, before /lich perfon or 
perfons as ar^ by thefe prefents hereafter appointed to take and 
receive the fame ; (that is to fay) the faid Benedict ArftoM, who 
is herein before nominated and appointed the prefent goyernor of 
the faid company, fhall give the aforefaid en^agttnent iSefbre 
William Brenton, or any two of the faid affiftants of the faid 
company, unto whom we do, by thefe prefcnis, give full powef 
and authority to require and receive the fame; and the X^Ht 
William Brenton, wTjo is hereby before nominated and appointed 
the prefent deputy-governor of the faid company, Aall give ihfc 
aforefaid engagement before the faid BenediiEl Arnold, or any two 
of the affiftants of the faid company^ unto whom Mre do, by thefe 
prefents, give full power arki authority to Require and recede th<5 
fame 5 and the faid William Boulfton, John Porter, Roger Wit* 
liams, Thomas Olney^ John Srh?th, JohnGr^e^ie^ JohntJoge*-. 
Ihair, James Barker, William FieW, and Jofc|Jh Clarke, #ho ^tt 
herein before nominated and appointed the prdfent affiftams of thii 
company, fhall give the faid engagement t6 their 6fiices and places 
refpeiliycly belonging, before the faid Befied id Arnold and WiK 
liam Brenton, or one of them,*towliom refpeftJvely we do hereby 
give full power and authority to requiie»adminifter, or receive thi 
fame. And further, our will and pleaftirc is, that all and every 
other future governor, or deputy-governor, to be elefied and 
chofen by virtue of thefe prefents^ mtill give the faid engagement 
iJcforc two or more of the faid affiAants of the faid company for • 
the time being, tintowhortfiwe do, by thefe presents, give full 
power and authority to require, admintfter, or receive the fame; and 
the faid affiftants, and every of them, and all and every other offiicelr. 
or officers, to be hereafter eleded and chofen by vrrttie of i^iefe 
prefents, from tirtle to time; (hall give the lite, engagements ^ 
their offices ^pd places refpcftively belonging, before the gwcmor 
or deputy-governor for the time being j unto which fard governor 
or deputy-governor, <ve do by thefe prefents give ftiH power and 
authority to require, adminifter, or receive the fame accordingly. 
AtiJ we do likcwif^? for us, ouf heirs, and fcrccefilyrs, give aitd 
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grant unto the ikH govtrlior Mid i^ompuny aiiti their fucceflbrsi 
by th^fe prefents, that for the more peaceabteand orderly govern^* 
ment of the faid phntatioifi^/ tt ftall afid.ixiay be lawful for thte 
governor, deputy-governor, afBllant^, and all other ofScera znA 
mthifters of the faid company^ Ui the adminiftration of juftice aff4 
exercifeof government in the faid. plantations, to ufe, exercife, antl 

Ettt fn eitecution, fuch hiethods, rulei, orders, arid dire^ion^^ not 
eing contrary and repugnant to the laws and ftatutes of this ou^ 
realm, as have been heretofore given, ufed, and accuftomed in fuch 
cafes refpe^ively, to be put in pradice, until at the next or fome 
other general afleinbly, efpecial provifion (hall be made in the 
cafes aforefaidf. And we do further, for us, our heirs, and ftic*- 
cefibrs, give and grant unto the f«id governor and company, aiht 
their fuccefflbrs, by thefe prefents, that it (hall and may be lawful / 
to and for the faid governor, or in his abfence the deputy-governor 
and m^jor part of the fard affiftants for the time being, at any , 
\time, whrn the faid general aflembly is not fitting, to nominate^ ap<*« 
point, arKJ conftitute fuch and fo many comma nderSy'^governon!, 
ind military officers, as to them (hall feem requi(ite^ for the lead-* 
mg, condui^ing, and training up the inhabitants of the faid pVan-» 
t^tions in martial affairs, and for the defence and fafeguard of 
the faid plantations ; and that it (halt and may be lawful to and 
for all and every fuch commander, governor, and military officer^ 
that (hall be fo as aforefaid, or by the governor^ or in his ab-> 
fence the deputy-governor and fix of the affiftants, and major part 
ioF the freemen of the faid company, prefent at any general aflem- 
bites, nominated, appointed, and conftiruted, according to the. 
tenor of his and their refpedive commiffions and directions, to 
dlTemble, exercife in arms, marihal, array, and put in warlike 
pofture, the inhabitants of the faid colony^ fot their efpecial de^ 
fence and fafety; and to lead and condu^ the faid inhabitants, 
^nd, to encounter, repulfe, and refift by force of arms, as well by 
fea as by land, to kill, flay, and deftroy, by all fitting ways, enter* 
prizes, and means whatfoever, all and every fuch pcrfon or 
.);)erfons as (hall at any time hereafter attempt or enterprise the 
deftfudion, invafion, detriment, or annoyance of the faid inha^* 
bicants or plantations } and to u(b and exercife the law martial, 
in fuch cafes only as occafion (hall neceifarily require ; and to take 
And furprife, byall ways and means whatfoever, all and every fuch 
perfonand perfonS', with their (hip or (hips, armour, ammunition, 
or other goods of fuch perfons as (hall in hoftile manner iAvade 
or attempt the defeating of the faid plantation, or the hurt of the 
(aid company and inhabitants; and upon juft caufes to invade and 
dtfftroy the natives, Tndians, of other enemies of the faid colony, 
Neverthelefs, our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby declare, 
to the reft of our colc^nies in New-England, that it (hall not be 
lawful for this our faid colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence 
Plantations in Ameiica, in New-Eng]and> to invade the^ natives 
inhabiting within the bounds and llmitt of their faid Monies, 

without 
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without the knowledge and confent of the faid other colonies* 
And it is hereby declared^ that it (hall not be lawful to or for 
the reft of the polonies to invade or mbleft the native Indians, or 
any other inhabitants, inhabiting within the bounds or limits 
hereafter mentioned' (they having fubie£ted themfeives tinto us, 
and being by us taken into our (pecial protedlion), without the 
knowledge aiid confent of the governor and company of our co- 
lony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantatioii« Alfo 04ir will 
and pleafure is, and we do. hereby declare unto all Cbriftian 
kings, princes, and ftates,- that if any perfon, which (hall here- 
after be of the faid company or plantation, or any other by ap- 
pointment of the faid governor and company for the time beihe, 
ihall at any time or times hereafter rob or fpoil, by fea or land, 
or do any hurt, or unlawful boft 11 ity, to any of the fubjedls of its, 
our heirs, and fucceflbrs, or to any of the fubjeds of any prince - 
or date being then in league with us, our heirs, and fucceffors \ 
•upon complaint of fuch injury done to any fuch prince or ftate, 
or their fubjeiSls, we, our heirs, and fucceiTors, will make open 
proclamation, withia any parts of ouf realm of England,, fit for 
that purpofe, that the perfon or perfons committing any 
fuch robbery or fpoil, ihall, within the time limited by fuch 
proclamation, make full reftitution or iatisfa^lion of all fuch 
injuries done or committed, fo as 'the faid prince, or ' others fo 
complaining, may be fully Satisfied and contented ; and if the faid 
, perfon or perfons who fhall commit any fuch robbery or fpoil, 
ihall not make fatisfafiion accordingly, within fuch time fo 
to be limited, that then we, our heirs an<i fucceflbrs, will put fuch 
perfon pr perfons out of our allegiance and prote&ion ; and that 
then it ibaPl and may be lawful and free for all princes or others;, 
to profecute with hoflility fuch offenders, and e^very of them, 
their and every of their procurers, aiders, abettors, and council- 
lors, in that behalf. -Provided alfo, and our exprefs will aiid plea- 
fure is, and we do by th^fe prefents, ^for us, our heirs and fuc- 
cefTors, ordain and appoint, that thefe prefents . (hall not in any 
maimer hinder any of our loving fubjedswhatfoever^from ufingand 
icxercifing the ti*ad«of fifhing upon thecoaft of New-Enf>land, in 
America, but that they, and every or any of them, ilhall have full 
and free power and liberty to continue and ufe the trade of fi.(hing 
upon the faid coaft, in -any of the' feas thereunto adjoining, or 
any arms of the fea, or fait water, rivers arid creeks, where they 
have* been accuftomed to fifli, and. to build and fet upon the wade 
land belonging to the fai«iU colony and plantations fuch wharfs^ 
ilages, and work-houfes, as fhallhe neceflary for the faltingt drying, 
and keeping, of their fifli to be taken or gotten upon that coaft« 
And further, for the encouragement of (he inhabitants of our 
faid colony of Providence plantation, to fet upon the bufiuefs of 
taking whales, it {hall be lawful for them, or any of th«m, having 
ilrfick a whale, dubertus^ or other great fifh, it or them topurfue~ 
unto that coaft, and into any bay, river, co\x, creek or fhore, bcf- 
V ' longing 
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Joiigini; thereto^ and it or then*, upon the faid coaft, or in the hid 
bay, riycr, cove, creek, or fliore, belonging thereto, to kill arid 
order for the bcft advantage, without moleilation, they making no 
wilful wade or fpoil ; any thing in^hefe psefents contained, or 
any other matter or thing* to the contrary notwithftanding. And 
further alfo, we are graciouily pieafed, and do hereby declare, 
that if any of the mhabitants of our faid calony do fet upon the 
planting of vineyards, (the foil and climate both feeming iffaturally 
to concur to the produ(dion of wines) or be induftrious in the 
difcovery of fifhing-banks, in or about the (aid colony, we will, 
from time to time, give and allow all due and fitting encourage- 
ment therein, at to others in cafes of like nature. And further, 
of our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
we have given and granted, and by thefe proteins, for us, our heirs 
?nd fuccefibrs, do give and grant, unto the faid governor and 
company of the Engli lb colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence 
plan^tion in the Narraganfet bay in New-England, in America, 
and to every Inhabitant there, and to every perfon and perfons 
trading thTther, and t9 every fuch perfon or perfons, as are or 
Ihall be free of the faid colony, full power and authority from time 
to time, and at all times hereafter, to take, fhip, tranfport, and 
carry away, out of any of our realms and dominions, for and to- 
wards the plantation and defiance of the iaid colony, fuch and 
fo many of our loving fcbje^s and ftrangers, as (hall or will 
willingly accompany them in and to their faid colony and planta- 
tion, except fuch perfon ors perfons as are or fhall be therein 
reftrained by us, our heirs and fucceflbr$, or any larw or ftatute of 
this realm ; and alfo to (hip and tranfport all and all manner oP 
goods, chattels, nierchandife, and other things whatfoever, that 
are or &aH.be ufeful or neceflary for the faid plantations, and 
defence thereof, and ufuaNy tranfported, and not prohibited by 
"any law or ftatute of this our realm; yielding and paying unto 
us, our heirs and fueceflbrs, fuch the duties, cufloms and fubiidies^ 
as are or ou^ht to be paid or payable for the fame. And further, 
our will and pleafure is, and we do, for us, our heirs and 
'fucceffors, ordain, declare, and grant, unto the faid governor and 
company, and their fuccefibrs, that all and every the fubje£ls oi^ 
us, our heirs and fucceiTors, which are already planted and fet- 
tled within our faid colony of Providence plantation, or which 
ihall hereafter go to inhabit within the faid colony, and all and 
every of their children which have been born there, or which fhall 
happen hereafter to be born there, or on the fea going thither or 
returning from thence, lliall have and enjoy all liberties and im- 
munities of free and natural fubjedls, within any the dominions 
of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, to all intents, conflru6lions« and 
purpofes whatfoever, as if they and every of them were born 
within the realm of EnglancK And further know ye, that we, 
of our more abundant grace, certain knowledge, and mefe ^mo- 
tion, have given, granted, and comfTrmed, and by thefe prefents, 
^ . ,. ^ for 
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fer us, our heirs and rucetfTors, dp eive, gram ^nd confirm, uttto 
t^e faid governor and compkny, ana their fucieflbrs, all that pari 
of our domnions, in New-Engla^id, in America, confaining the 
Nahpntick aiKi Nahhyganfect, alias Narraganfet bay, .and ecu n« 
tries and parts adjacent, bounded on the weft, or wttktrlyy to the 
middle or channel of a tiver there, cormmonly oalied 9nd known 
hy the name of Pawcatuck alias Paweawtuck river, and fo along 
the faiil river, as the greater or middle ftreani thereof reapbeth or 
hes up into the north country^ jiorthward unto the head thereof, 
and from thence by a ftrait line drawn due north, until it meet 
with the fouth line of the Maffachufetts colony, and on the north 
or northerly, by the aforefaid fouth or foutherjy line of the Maf- 
iachuietts colonjr or plantation, and extending towards the eaft 
or eaftwardiy three £ngli(h miles, to the eaft and north-eaft of the 
moft eaftern and north-eaftern parts pf the aforefaid Narraganfet 
bay, as the faid bay Ijeth or extendeth, itfelf from the ocean on 
the fouth or fouthwardly, UJito the mouth of the river which 
rufuieth towards the town of Providence, and from thence along 
the eaftwardiy itde or bank of the faid river (higher called by the 
name of SeacunTk riverj up to the falls called Patucket falU, 
bdng the mpil* weftwardly lioe of Plymouth colony ; and fo 
from the faid falls, in a ftrait line due north, until it meet with 
the aforefaid line of the Maftkchufetts colony, and bounded on the 
ibuth by the ocean, and in particular the .lands belonging to the 
towA of Providence, Patuxit, Warwicke, Mtfquammacock, alias 
Pawcatuck, and the reft upon the main land, in the' tra<^ afore- 
faid, together with Rhode^Iiland, Blocke-Ifland, and all the reil 
of the iflands knd banks in the Narraganfet-bay, and bordering 
upon -the coaft of the tra^6l aforefaid, (Fiflier's ifland only ex- 
cepted) together With all firm lands^ foils, grounds, hayeqs, 
ports, river% waters, fi(hings,' mines royal, and all other mines, 
minerals, pTecious ftones,, quarries, jyoods^ wood-grounds, rocks, 
ilates, and all and Angular other commodities, jurifdL£tio|is, roy- 
attfes, privileges, franchifes, pre-eminences and hereditaments 
whatfoever, within the faid tra£l, bounds, lands, and iflands 
aforefaid, to them or any of them belonging, or. in any- wife ap- 
pertaining. To have and to hold the fame, unto the faid gover-* 
nor and company, and their fucceftbrs for ever, vtpon truft, foe 
the u(e and benefit of thcmfelves, and their aiTociates, freemen qf 
the faid colony, their heirs and aifigns. i To beholden of us, our. 
heirs and fucceflbrs, as of the manor of Eaft-Greenwich in out 
county/of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not in ca- 
pite, nor by knights fervicc. Yielding and paying'' therefore {o 
us, our heirs and fucceffors, only the fuch part of all the ore of 
gold and filver, which from time to time, and at all times here-* 
after, (hall be there gotten, had or obtained, in lieu and fatisfac- 
tion pf ail fervices, duties, fines, forfeitures, mad^or to be made^ 
claims or demands whatfoever, to be to us, our heirs or fuccef-* 
fors, therefore or thereabout*^ rendered, made or paid -, any grant 
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t)f elitifey frf a late gnriit 'to tb^igovcrnor anc) compaJiy of^ CoA- 
^edidiK cdlbny in Amcfrlcaita the contrary thereof m any wilfc 
iibtwithfti'rtJfngjflic afbrcfafd ' Pawc'atucK river Saving bceu 
yidded aflfcr 'f^u^h deVa^e^ for the*^ fixed '^hd certain boi\^ds be- 
'tween thbtSout faiS colon ie^^' by the ae^rits thereof^ who have 
^Ifo a^d/^kt th8 fatd'P^wcatuctt river (hall alfo be called 
alias NarFOganccttb'r Nafrbganfett river/and to* prevent future 
"tfirpiitck ^ba< othefwrfe' ifii^t 'art^^ evir hereafter 

ffiyi be- cphftroedj^deimcd- and taken to be the Narrogancctt 
Vrv6r, inoiii li^e grant to' Gqonefticfit colony^ mentioned as the 
eafterVjT bdurids cTf thlit cotefiy. Arid fifrthtr, ojif Will and \Usi^ 
lure is;, thif in alVrtiaftters bfptxblit iofitroVerfies, Wbith may 
fairou^bet^^ecnbur colony of ^Providence ~^^^ to make 

^hi^r ii(>t)eaT^herc^h -fo< li^f,'- oar heiri and fticcefloris, for redrefa 
in fuch cafes, within this our realm of England i and^hat itfhall 
be lawful to and forthc inhabitan j:s of the faiji colony of Provi- 
dence plantations, wTtfioutlctt or'' moleii^ation, to pafs and repafs 
with freedom inip and throi^b the reft of the Epglifh colonies, 
upon their lawful aiid civil occafions, and to converfe, and hold 

comm.^C3r^vn4,^^4<5 ^^ ^^*^^^^ 1^. ?5l^*l>itant& of ^ohi: ^od»er 
Engtilh colonies, as'lhair be willing to.admit them thereunto, 
they behaving' themf^lves pe&cSeS^bly aniong them^ any ad, cla'ufe^ 
or femeAce,i]i any of.thefald' colonies provided, or that flialk be 

{n'ovixied^; to the contrary in any wife nOtwitliftaitdinj^/ And 
aftly, wedbif6r'us, our 'heirs* and fucceiTlfr?/ ordain and gran"^ 
unto the: &vi rovisrnor and company, and tlietr fu^flbrs, by 
theft pre^nts^- Ibat tbeie onr letters patents ihall be firm, good^^ 
dSeAu^Jy afid' akifiable, in ^11 things' In the la)r^ to all intents^ 
conftru£fcioQS ^md jpiirpoies-whatfoever, according to our true in* 
'«entand meamngilifrein before xldcia^hai) ; and fliaii be conftrued, 
kleputed and adjmged in all cafts, tiipit fuTterabiy on the' be^n 
halfv and for thfrN^ beaefit and b«h9>f of the fald governor aiid 
^ompany^ and^tfaeb^fucceibrs, altboiighf'ltxprefs niention^ i^cl 
in mvutksafifxi ]M^ers,(sr^. li Pet I/^M Ibgtm; 

.1 [Since the cbmmencement of hdlilities by Great Brrtiitn^ tli'e 
fiate of Rbode^ifland and Providence plantations ha^nbt ^flamed 
ttibrm of goverAtnent difi«rent from that cootajned in the. fore* 
going charter* For in thac^ the. king ceded to the governor and* 
company, alUpowers^, legiflative, executive, and j^didal, refer v« 
irig CO himfeif, as ati acknowledgement t>f bis foveretgnty^ a 
rcMef of the fifth part of the gold and filver lore that'ihould be 
found within the; territory. « The governor, chief magiftrates,' 
and jegiflatocs are choftn by thefreemen as ufual, and all judi-' 
cial and executive officers, are adnually ek^ed by the govei-h'oc^ 
and company^ or upper and lower hbufe of affeatbly; ' AH' pro- 
ceUes original and judicial, foroierly tiTued. iii: the kiiOg'e name^ 
hut they now ilTue in the name of the governor and company, 
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principles, pf tQe,KavoIutu}n.. ;Tbe.£p^i9^cK>r,,l^ 

Ibue; jn cpBipooA. V*tb the othfir n^i&xzu^ )^« :c^e,'VFoici;^4>.i[ily. 
'i "T*^* ft^f« »s dJiidcf) into 4»^€ fOPUAlt^St ip iW^h j^, m^jich .*pr# 
ITS a court of cotpawin ple^s gf)4 ^clicwil feffioqf^ pf^ J«%^> 1»«W 
itwice every yca^^fgf Jthe trj^l of aU <:fUj6!B if^V4^fi^}^^a^9n{k 
withip their liiiiiis y.,{t^ whiffh an appealvM^' ^^ .^1^ f^f^i^ 
ifoyrt Qf jujlic^yr^,^ 9pui:i,<rf. ^3^e:.and genw^. :j«ii.<kJivffrjft 
whofe j urjfflifti^n .e;ctends py^ the. whole ftat^ aiM W^NP . alfo. .ft 
twUre -a year in c>ch co.^^^ The ^pi;i^ifHHon ,4|^ir$, r»of.i^ 
religious cftaWiAm^f^^^an^ .1^ ,ih^ xfjep^if .i|Bft|i . tl^c^vpr 
luntary , choice pt JWO^diyiif}«aJ.s. . All mmjfj[^fB^.pppi^^$r%m 
J^cirig, ic(B>QuiiHjr pryot«£^c4 )fY/.tk^Mwh'Wim^H9i^%r,^ 
|[jan claim prc-cmmpnce.J ;.. ... ,:,/. ., . . ,, . .. ...a,,; 'i\-j> ,,; 
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kocbwr tf ibt CONSTITITTION ifC6tf^H^cxrt. * 

CONNECTICUT U-.tlivMed' iata Cl&vfioiihttof^ aM tack 
<;Quiitjr i$ c)iyif]p4 into ^ number of toiwiit. fiapb^wiihu 
f -right tp ffad twp reprefciitative$ to the general cniirtior^aflcaiUf* 
Tbe^g<^ner^] oHtrt cpniift^ .pf l^wo h^ip^hes paJIodtthto opperanJ 
fewer houfir* The ipp^r hpiifb. is tjcompofed W .tte\ goigecnoi^ 
depiUjr-govfrn^r^ M<i t.welve flfi&«n* «r eoueiiKlJaif $viipd:tht 
l^werhoafeof libc repie(Atttative9 0f 4I19 feveeal .tbfwn^^ Thlis 
court has ^e fole ppw9r tt make and, repeal laiwa, ^gcatttukMeB^ 
j^ifppfe of laiKia biBlooging)to. the ftate, to farcsadaT aohvnsandb 
perToa^;: td effiA aa4 ilile JMdicatosieSs.aail bfioBrs^:^ thfcy fliaU 
l^enepeflary for the {good gene^oiiienraf ihcpeo^aj^kiidalib^^ ' 
cflj tp ^ccpuat iiny\fK)«ntyrjiia|giftrali:9 or: othcfe officer, fafiMj 
^ifd^cMpror «)aIi*a(lmrniftratioa, and fottfA ciMr<;<ina)r£iis» 
difpTace, bi* remove them, or deaf otherwise, as the nature of 
Iho^af^&^l require 9' and dbaldr a&ia aoju richer, matter $iat 
fpncems the good of the^ftate^ except the ftioAkN^'efi^oireteoK < 
deputy«gov^rnqr» aififtaat^, tfcafurer* andrfecicaary^^p/v&GAiitbatt 
Ve do9« by the frcMifo at tbe.^yfarly couai .ofi elcs9ionf' imlefir • 
the^ be apy^v^qaj^ey by reafon of deatjb or otAioewifey after^bl 
9le^ion» which mvf be filled up by the genecal court. . Thiscoiiit 
4a$ pow^r alfo, for xeafons fiitisftSary.to them, ^td grant fufpenlioir, 
:(eleafe, and jail delivery upon, reprieve, in oapkal aond or^iniil 
cafes. Tbff.MDfiral court has two ftated fefliont annually, db «bc 
ifscond ThurSays of May and;0£h»ber<. :•*«..:.. \h j 

« The: governor,^ orin hisahfenoethedcpai[y«gotiernory,iiiayQaU 
t)ie 4i&mb]|r». on Special emergencies; ,to mee( at^py o^er tittfn* 
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annually eleSed on the: feedndi THuffday irt Maf.i' l^ht nfpre^ 
fetotflfite^Iaoeinari/ fatofcn' for jelotli ftauti it&bn.^ The juTgea 
and jiiftket areaaiiuadtyappeiatedlnt;ohigenafalt(>ut!t juiteritfflt 
^rfons^areoomniaal^ CB<appoincai mm tiiM totfiiie during; dMiif 
^capacity to ferve^ unlefs guilty of mi(behavioufv Thtmti^ 
are ^pdittO^^bj the ^f grnjA kw i ai»d ^rfntitf i) j ' wivboitt imiieaiion 
4»£tiiiie,.^kilL*niti]r bct-XiifiarfHMlbyiitlit aitfihoritythac append 
thanii -'TJM:gofer■cnfeiiK^tetime1M^|t1a'4s^nall^ 
^itix ; tbeji}q>aty(»^iivetn9rl.' 4(riite«aqtwgaQ^>dl9^tte:(fttitt |^^ 
neral officers, and the field officers, are appointed by thtf^gttliir^l 
ouEt^raaiixoinii^iffiiiiiedby cbei^bv^^ 
oUetaiaAte choTcnv by the tbtedf'.tbr cofaptfi^ and houiitft^ilttt^ 
Uving^itlitii'thr iimita^'^the^cpiftpany-j th^ytrfotiifo chofen 
fOoiLberapproved lbjr«llbe general courts and comttiiffioned bythc 
^[ovciraor^ fbe/brtthej have pooviei' to execiMe^tbdr oAces# ' AH 
alM wfiHtsty iiffiecra :Ji6kktlieic»«£cA diirihg the pleafure pf th« 
aflembiy, nor can they refign their' doffioiiffltiia witlbout leave ef 
cbe raptatn-^gpentcai^ . undtn^enalty of doing' duty in tke- ranks as 
|MivuitefDl4iBss« -'-:^ ^^^^ '. ?^"'"". ». > • •• •;•■ .*> 

*: . .Tketncrfe ^ eleAisg the^govcnior, d^putf^df^mor^'-affiftaAt^ 
tee?i6»cr, sndr^ietretary is, diattiie >IVMmeia M^tke fevesal foima 
amAiiMkth^ Monday naxtl after dStiuATvefday in April anmi§)l>f 
^baiilg the day appointed. ibjrlftw forcthat purpofe, and chobfing 
4rfp0ffen^attiaii),andtgive?ia:tkeirvo€e9li»« tkeperftintth^ ehoofe 
for (aid offices refpednraly^ wkh thdf namtswritttn on a piece of 
iiaperv. ivhsehVitca araTectiTnl and filled np^by a eonflabloin .the 
ffcejiien!fl:^meetihg ; thie^^^Mtfes for cack«f faid officers in a dif«> 
ititot'j^wf^tei ^wiQtingt-on/tbe.^titilide ctoe name ^f the town, and 
|^tofioe*fotiwhiol| ffae'Vtte^-'aregiirtirlnv wkich are h»t Hy<th4^ 
reprefentatives. to the general^iiaurty^tobe hsM lui etl^ ftc€«id 
•Th^Mzfiidf Mdy t^ckt ienfuin|^^ • ic Mrhfch time, after the tioufe 
9f 'nt)rsfiuitatb^'havp 4:kof6n'aw.fpeate^ and cleric, a comi- 
nuttee} ia..ciho&n. of membors of both houfes, to fort and 
count' the -arotes^ and :deehnre ^ihenatnies of -the perfons chofen 
XD'fidd^bfficn.?. Ally freemen quailifi^ to. vote for reprefenta*- 
tives, &c. may be ele£ked to any office in the' governilient. In 
clMi^ngi.aViftMK^'tvreiiey. pertiina. am addiinftted by che ^fiditos of 
the freemen, given in at their meeting for choofmg reprefentatives 
in'Sbpitenib^aKinoally, and iealed upland fentcothegetoera^court 
ia'0^hiheK;tb«n n&xij whichare eounted by a committee of botk 
)ioaIai,-kfid the t«vetfly^perf(fntfwho< hare «hegrdateft number of 
jTOtta' ftand' Ui'Mtoininattoir, odt of i¥hick numbei' twelve^eto 
be ohofea affiflahts vby the fnenten, the next April, lin maniMr 
i|fore deiiclnbfd. . ' • . .;. 

'. STht 4|ualififtatidns reqiiifite to entitle a perfon to vott^in ^Teif^n 
of tbo-offio^'of govemmedt are, maturity in years» quiet and 
^acscabie behaviours a civil converfation, and forty fhillings f^e^ 
hold, or forty pounds perfonal eftate j if the feledlmen of the t<mn 
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r .{h'iifi-^Ji^^fhcs.^tf M thature: ^S'ild«ilcted, aifS'.inrdkd in. the 
foi^n-derk'a office,, and.icoiiltiuie freeiiieiK,idiiriiip« I'tk; ^pitfy 
(disfranchtfed bf, zc&n/tmotiotl llie;fttperior court on convi£tioaiaf 

v.jiUbfi g^vffAor or ip hiaabieitee tbo^depu^ gdvcrdob' mthe upper 
ibottfei.and the fpeifkttc in. tt^dlMer *bottfe^ aSsmUy, ^^baveta 
cafting ¥oice when^(he2nfMhcrs>of tbere<|ifcAt«riioof^^ uicladfii^ 
<)i.e fMtsnof'^4r {fai^tf> ..-are ^eqtialiy: dmdtd inopiaifan ;off aity 

ri Tbe»^ i in^thia ftate .ai liipeBtQr.ciourt, ^.canfifiaog rof onn >cb ief 
jiidg^ and foHC othar^>udgeSy :^bichJ»aveiitiftionty iir aliiciiinind 
cafei;. extfniliiigio:Ii|cv"lii|D^?aBd baaKhmehtv rand: toiiear and 
idetefOiine: all iciKiKadion^. brought by appeal' ifiroin',t)iet«€ountjr 
SourtSyOif on^w^iUof frror« . Tbift court aifi^batbi authority jn ail 
folatters of . iiV^iotk Thierje arc lwo.ftated[.fdflioiia tdf xfoe Aferior 
Ijourtiti teach- couQfty anmiaHy..: : ;; /; . '^ i:^-* i::! . . : ..^ 
< There ate alfacouqf^ tourts hcM m. tka (e^^tdixt^atwii. con* 
£fting of one judge and four juftices of the quoiuoiv wbobavo 
ju6Ui&ipn in~.Datiicriminai ,cafes< arrfing jwifbtb^ t^cif xefpefiive 
countieS) wberir^tfie punifi^ent does qot extend ib'iife, iimb^or 
^anifliment* ;ilTbe.i^6ttiityiCQurts.alfo baye original jurifti^idti 
in ;;ill {Civil a£tidns whemin the deniand exceeds forty:r.fiiinifi|^. 
'• The fuper ioti ao;d ctbunty court&uyi matters of ^faft:b]ira.jttr]r) 
according'to the courfe^ofi tbe,CQtniiioo.tair» . •; ziof-ic ..:;.i 
; ' Juftices of the peace have authority, la- bear and diitxiitBfncciri] 
adtions where ^het^emaud does no^tsxeeed forty iittiiings. They 
^1A> have authority jn:/ome]cafe$. of a-scnoitniil.natiirvippQifluririib 
by fine ml exceeding fprty fl>iU ings^-»arv'whippiiig-jiotlcxdicd iqg 
ten ilripe$, or fitting in^.the^AockSk '>' ; i ri ^. Iji*/ » ". .i -.. 
; Thift ftate is ^/Q.diWded«into,a.nuii^berofjprob&teliii^^ 
.than couD.ties:; in each of^. which isf appointed .a' judge* for tfat 
{M:ob«t|^'*of wi}is, gk-anting iidmioiftration^Dh. likixAatB eAatesi 
appointing guardiaiiSi for minore^ .ordering diftiifaution;af/rio» 
teftate eft sites, i^cJ An appeal, lies iromiiny detree qi^fliisi court 
to the fuperior court. r. ; ,- i. ^v f .:.;c ,'^"'7 

i:ii€ fuperior, county^ aud probatq oottfftS'appoktt the^ refpec« 
tiveclerksi •. • .. - . ; *7-^ .! vr. <-.. . - ; .': . 

._ThegeoeraIi:;ottrt bass Uh very lately beei^tbeonlysQMrtofcban^ 
iter y lA this ftate. Bui by. a late jaw, itbe. county cxHutadetcriniQO 
>Bat4ers of equity from Ave! pounds, to two Kundred pounds valiiei 
the iupettorcourt fromtwo hundred to .eight hnndted pounds vniatef 
aiod the gencTial aiTeoDtbly iill c^fesjexcQediitg this laft mei^ioned (um* 

All attornies at law are admitted and fwornby the county 

^courts ; tbere^ is jip attorney' general,' but. there ulisd tp be lone 

king's attorney Hi each county; but ftncethe kibg has ajbdi^ 

cated the government, they are now iLttoniies to the governor and 

coiQpany. , ... 
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Tht CONSTITUTION «/ ilu,Stati of New- York. . 

» that Purpofej April 20 ^ 1777. 

i 

■ u 'TpHIS convention, in Ae name and by the authority of the 

a 'X good people of this ftate, doth ordain, determine, and * 

B declare, that no authority fhall, on any pretence whatever, be 

a exercifed over the people or members of this flate, but fuch as 

B jhall be derived from^smd granted by them« 

2. This convention doth further, in the name and by tbeau« 
I thority of (he good people of this ftate, ordain, determine^ and 
I ^leclare^ that the fupreme legiflative power, within this, ftate, 
lit fiiaU be vefted in two feparate and diftin<St bodies of q^ien; the 
i one to be called The Jj/embly of the State of Kew-Tork; the. other 
I to be called. The Senate of the State of New^York ; who together 
f fhall form the legiflature, and meet once, at leaft, in every year 

for the difpatch of bufinefs, 

3. And whereas, laws inconfiftent with the fpirit of this con- 
ftitution, or 'with the pubHc good, may be haftily and unad- 

r vifedly pafled ; be it ordained that the governor, for the time be- 

! / ing, the chancellor, and the judges of the fupreme court, or an^ 
two of them, together with the governor, (hall be, and hereby 
are, conflituted a council to revife all bifls about to be paiTed in- 
to laws by the legiflature, and for that purpofe fliall affcmble 
themfetves, from time to time, when the legiflature fliall be 
convened ; for which neverthelefs, they fliall not receive any fa- 
lary or coufideration, under any pretence whatever. And that ' 
all bilis^ which have pafted the fenate and aflembly, fliall, be- 
fore they become laws, be prefented to the faid council for their 
revifal and cbniideration ; and if upon fuch rev iiion and con*- 
fideration, it fliould appear improper to the faid council, or a - 
majority of them, that the faid bTIi fliould beconhe a law of this 
ftate, that they return the fame, together with their objeftions 
thereto in writing, to the fenate or tioufe of aflfembly, in Which 
focver the fame fliall have originated, who fliall enter the ob- 
je<3ions fent down by the council, at large, in their minutes,, 
and proceed to reconfider the faid bill. But if aYter fuch recon- 
fideration, two thirds of the faid fenate of houfe of aflfembly, 
fliall^ notwithftanding the faid objeSions^ agree to pafs the 

1 fame. 
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fatiie, it fl^al), together with the objeftipns, be fent to the other 
branch of the legiflature, whf re it fta]! alfo be reconfidered, an^ 
if approved by two thirds ^f the n^embers prefent ihall be a law* 
And ia order to preveQt any unneceflSiry delays, be it further 
prdaii^ed, that ^f any bill ihall not be' returned by the council . 
within ten days alter it Ijiiail have been prefented; the fame mall 
)>e. alaw, unlefs the legiilature fhall, by their adjournment, 
render a return of the f^id bil) within ten days impr^^licable ; 
in whijch cate the bill (hall be returned on the firfl: day of^^kp 
ineeting of the legiflature, after the expiration of the faid ten 
days. , 

4^ Tb9t the zSkjfihly. I^hall co^ifift qf at leatt feventy mm- 
]m$» tp b^ annually cli|Q/<;n in the fev^ral- CQui)ties ii^ the pro^ ^ 
pQi^rons following, v^. 

For the city ao4 PP^^n^ty of New- York, nifie. 

Th^ city and county of Albany, Urt^ 

The coynty of Putchefs, /even» 

The county of Weftcbeftcr, Jbc^ 

The county of Ulfter. ^x. 
. The county of S uffblK, fae. 

THfe county of Queens, fsiur»^ 

The county of Orange, four» 

The county of Kings, two. 

The county of Richmond, imo» 

The county of Tryon, ^. 

T|je county of Charlotte,* yi«r. 

T^e county of Cumberland, three. 

The coqnty of Gloucefter, two. . 
5. That as foon after the expiration of feyen years, fubfc? 
puent to the tcrfni nation of the prcfept war ^s may be, a ceijfuji 
of the Qlec^ors and inhabitants in this ftate be taken, under tbf 
dircft^on of the legiflature. And if on fuch cenfus, it (hall ap- 
pear, that the number of rcjprcfentatives in affembly from tb(5 
|aia counties, is n^otjuflly proponipned to the number of dehors 
in the faid counties re^Iftlivcly, that the legiflature do adjuft 
and aippoijtipn the feme by that rule. And further, that once 
in every fty^n year^, ^fter the taking of the f^id firft pcnfus, a 
ju(t a|ccount of the ek^qrs rcfxdent in each county fcall be ta- 
ken j ^rid if it ihall . thereupon appear, that the number o^ 
eledlprsin any county, mall haye epcreafed or.diminifted one or 
njpT.e fev^efjtieth parts of the whple number of eleflors, which 
<jn tl?e fyi^ firft cenfus flxall be found ir. this ftate, the number 
of rcprcfc^tativfs for Oich county ihall jjc increafed or dJminiih- 
ed'accordingjy, tha^is to fay, one reprcfcntativc for every fe* 
yentieth paxt as aforefa^d. . 

6« And 



6. And whereas, an opinion hathlon^ prevailed amon^'dn 
vers of the good people of this ftate, thAt voting at el^dions bf 
ballot) woqkI tend more to preferve iii't li&eity and equal frec^ 
dom of the ^eopie than voting viva voce. To the eAd th^relrore: 
that a fair experiment be mad^, which of thofe two methods or 
looting is to be ^ferred : 

Beit ordained, that as foon as may b6, after th6 tefminitiou 
tf the prefent war, between the United Stiltes of AAierica and 
Oreat Britain, aif a£t, or adts be paSed bj the legiflature of this 
fiate, for caufing all eledions thereafter to be held in this flate^ 
for i[en^tors and reprefematives in a^mbjy^ to be by ballot, an4 
dirediirig the manner in which the fame mall be cofrduAed. And 
Whereat, it is poffible, that after alt the cilre of the legiflature. 
In framing the faid aSt or a£ts, certain inconveni^ncies and mif« 
chiefs, unforefeen at this day, taiy be fotihd td attend tbt faid 
node of cU&itig by ballot : 

It is further ordainedj^ that if after a fult anfd fait i^jtperlrnent 
fliall be made of votiifig by ballot afo^faid, the flnie (ball be 
found lefs conducive to the fafety or intereft of th6 ftate, tfiah 
the method of voting viva vcce^ it ihall be jaWful in& 'cbififtitif- 
tional for the legiflature to aboli£h the iame| provided tWo thirds 
of the members present in each hoiife, refpeaivefy ihall cohciic 
therein : And further, that, during the ^6ntinuancet>f the pr(f- 
fent war, and until the legiflature of this ffate fhall jpfoVidb for 
the ele£lion of fenatoVs and reprefentative^s in aflSMibly by ball(ft^ 
thie faid eledions ihall be 'made vrz;a t;tfr<. 

7. That e^ery male inhabitant of full ag^,' whV^ fiif^ll baVe 
perfonally refided within orje of the counties of this itat^, for 
fix months immediately p^eceedrn'g the day of fcleftioA, ftalf, at 
fuch e]e£tion^ be intitred to vote fof repreferltatives of the faid 
County in a^mblyj if, during the tfme aforefaid hd (ball have 

, been a freeholder, poflefling a freel\pld 6f the value of tweni/ 

^.pounds, within the faid county, or have tented a' teneAient 

therein of th6 yea^fIy valtfe of forty miiflirigs, and Been rated aAd 

aSpally paid uxes to this ftate : Provided alw^ayk^ that evefy 

;j>crfon who now is a.freemarh of the cify of Alba'njrj'or Who wa* 

madSe afrei^mfiioiF. the city of New- York, oh or before the 

fourteenth day of Oiftober, in the year of our Lord one fh6ufand 

., fevenhnndr/cd and feveht^-nve, and ihall be aiftually and ufuall/ 

.;. resident in thc'faijd'cIiT^s refpedtively, (haTTfe'enriti'ed'tii ^otefof 

, icprefea^itivea in aifejubly within his faid place of" fefideAee, ' 




ti allegiaince to the itate. 
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9. That the anembly, thus conRitutcd (hall choofe their owir 
fpeakcr, be judges of thcji own members, 4tid enjoy tht fame 
privjIeaCi, and proceed in doing biilinef;, in like manner as'thfc 
affcmbfies of the colony of New-York of right fornfcrty did ; 
-and that a majority of^he faid members Ihall, frbm thfte to ti'me, 
condituie a houfe to proceed upon buflnel's.' ^ , 

10. And this convention doth further, in .the hamc aird by tWc 
authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, determine and 
'declare, th^t the fenate of ilie ftate of i^reW-Ybrk, dnH'confift 
of twenty-four freeholders, to be cISofen fllit ofihc'body of the 
Trccholdera, and that they be chofcn by the freeholders of- this 
ftale,- poflcflej of freeholds of the value of "one hundred' p 6 ilndr, 
over and atove aH debts charged thereort. 

\ II, That the .membe^rs of . £he fenate be elcfled for four years, 
and iibmedtacely' after th^ Hrlt' ek£lion, they be divided by lot 
Into four clalfes, fix Tri eacli clafa, ind numbered one, twoi thrtt 
^ild.foiir.i thatthelcats of the members, of tipefirft clafs'IBaH 
T>e jyacfle3 at the'eipiratibri'of tfie firft year; 'ihe^ fecond clafs 
'the fecond Vear, ai^ffo on coiitinuallyi to the^nd tliat ^he fourA 
jiart of jtbe fenate,' as nearly' as poflible, rfiay'be aimually cofen. 
.■ 1-2. Thattheelciti'bii of fenators (hall be after tMs mariner'; 
^ ' ' " ' ' - - - ^ parcetied inio CDuntie»,-.He 

he fouthern diflriit to comprtf- 

■ -Ydrlc, -Suffolk, Weftchefter, 
:(iurtrics j the 'middle dlftriia to 

' :htfl*, Ulfter" and Orange; tHe 

. Vnfy of Albany, and Trydn 

, the e0tinci'»;s of ChaHotte, 

; 'hatthcfehutoisflian bceleaW 

^ ■■i>s,'^iialified as aforefeid,- fn 

J in (l.'e'lpfitherh diftrift nine, m 

^ em diitriaifx, and in the eaf- 

; ., J. .^ , led, that a cfnfusflijl betaken 

• iVT,-, — ■-. _^;.v-ti "..(:;>._ iiie'expifaiio^ of '-fcteft ycafs -from ihe 

ntwar,, uVidbr'tTie direaion'of 'ihe !cgif- 

ecnfus^'fl^dirappeaTi- that- the number 

\ iroportron'ed to t'^c feV^fkT drftriailj'thkt 

■ :"p'roporiion aS" n^r as^'triitT bt?, to't'he 
; juali&d 'is- ^Wfefti'd, 'in 6ach diKHft. 
', 6f elcfloVS, wiaijli 'sfiy of ■ th^Tatd 'dlf- 

;d oiie.twcnW.-fourth part of the whole 

ch,"byiheTiij'l^certfQ?, fliiiH-b^foundio 

' .iional fciiator fliaTl be ihftfen by the 

' , T^at a majfOrity of tfie nomBcrof 

for^?aId 'ffiall be nece'iT^fy to conllitute a 

frnale fiifBcient to proceed upon bi/fmcfs, dnd ibat the fcnarc 

.Jii«iU,/ui like manner wiih ths alll-mbly, be ihc judges of ii* 
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own membexs. And be it ordained, that it fhall be in the pow- 
er of the future legiflatures* of this fiate, for the convenience 
ai>d advantage of the good people thereof, to dividejtheramein-, 
to fuch further and otehr counties and difiri£ls, as iball to them 
app,ear neceflary. . . . ^ 

13. And this convention doth further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, determine 
and declare, that, no, merxi,ber of this ftate iball be disfranchifed, 
or deprived of any of the rights or privileges fecured to the fub- 
jefts of this, ftate, by this conft.itution, unlefs by the law of the 
land, or the judgtnent of his peers. 

14. That neither the afiembly nor the fenate (hall have power 
to adjourn themfelves for any ^onger time than two days, with- 
out the mutual confent of both. ^ 

15. That whenever the ailembl^ and fenate difagree, a confe- 
rence ihall be held^fn the pref^hce of both, and be managed by 
commutees to be bv them refpeflivdy chofen by ballot. That 
the doors both of the fenate an4.airei;nEly, (hall at alf times be 
.ke|:ii oppn to all per/pns,. except, when the welfare of the ftate 
(hall require their debates to be kep^ ferret. Ain4 ^bc jouriaals 
of all their proceedings iU^ill be kept in the manner heretofore ac- 
cuftomed by the general afiembly of the colony of New-York, 
and except fuch parts as they ftiall, as afotefaid, refpedively 
determine not to make public, be from day to day, (if the bud- 
hefs of the legiflattire wjUjpi^rmit) pjubliftied. 

. 16. It is neverthelefs provided, that the number of fenators 
&all never exceed one hundred, nor (he number of alTembly three 
hundred ; but thatwhenever the number of fenators (hall amount 
to one hiitidred, or of^the aflen)bly to three hundred, then and 
in fuch cafe, the legi flat ute fhall from time to time thereafter^ 
by laws for that purpbfe, apportion and diftribute the faid one 
hundred fenators, and three hundred reprefentatives, among' the 
the great diftri^ls a^nd counties of this ftat?, in proportion to the 
number of their. refpeQive electors j fo that the reprefentation qf 
the good' people of tjais ftate, both in the fenate and afiembly, 
fhall/or ever.rpm^ain proportionate and adequate, 

. I7« And this convention doth further, in the name and.by 
the ^uLhprity of the gbpd people of this ft^te, or<Jain, determine, 
.and declare, that the fupreme executive power and authority of 
this finite fhalj be yeft'edr;in a governor ; and that ftatedly once 
in every three years, and as oftepas the feat of government ftiall 
. become vacaot, a wife and difcreet freeholder of this ftate fhall 
be by ballot eleited governor, by the freeholdci-3 of this ftate, 
.qualified as before defcribed to eleft fenators; which eleflions 
(hall be always held at the times and places of choofing repre- 
fentatives in alTembly for each refpeftive county; and that the 

F^rfoa 
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• p6rfi)rt who feath the greateft nlilxibef of votes within tlib lairf 
ftate, ftall be governor thereof. 

i8<. That the governor fhall continue in office three yeats^ ahJ* 
lbdl,^by Tirtue of his office, be gefteral' and cortirtiahder fh chfef 
of all the txiilitia, and admiral of the rsavy of this ftate ;. that' he 
iliall have power to convene the alTembly dhd fehate oii extr^r- 
dinary occasions, to prorogue them from time td tilne, provided- 
fuch ptorogations (half not exceed fixry day§ lii the fpace of ^ny 

, ^ne yeat* ; ahd at his dircretioii to gr^ht fe^jrieves arid pardons to 
perfon^ convi(9:ed of cl-itties, other than trtafett 6r murdej;, fm 
which he may fufpend the ejcecutidii bfth^fehttfritc, dhtilit mill 
be rept5fted to the legiflattire Jit their Aibfequeat tnectihg'j \ni 
th^y flialf «ithef pak^dbrf, or dired tiie cxdcuriott df th6 cHWihal,- 
er grant a farther reprieve. 

10. Thititihall be the duty of tht gdvetnor tb inforth the 
Idgfflifarre, at every felfirins, 6f the coftditj6n bf the ftat^, fo far 
ti may rdTpea his dep^rtmerit; fo jrecomtnend fiicK matters t6 
iheir ^ot)(iderltJ6n as fiiall aj^pealr to him t6 ^rohcern its godd 
go'vefnhitht, Wfelfai^' ictiA '^ptofperity j' tb <Joi^refpdnd with thfe 
cttfiKritetait con^refs, ktid bther fiates j to tranfadl all neceflary 
bufihfc^fe'^ll'h th? fifficeri bf goVernmeftt, ciWI and mih'tary ; to 
•tsfecate that the la^A^s afe faithfully ekecifted to the beft of his' 
abrtity > ih&to expedite a!l fat h meifdres as may be refolved up- 
on by the legiflaittire. ' '" 

20. That a lieucenant-igo^'irnor fiajl, at every ele£lion of a^ 

i* !;'overnT)r, ^nd a^ oftett ais the lf6uten^ht goverlnor Ihall die, re- 
ign, or be removed fron^ office.* be eledkd in the fahne manner 
tv4th the governor^ tb continiite in office uHtir the ttext ei^ftloh' 
oFa ^vtmor • and futh lieutenant-governor Oiall, by virtue oif 
-his office, be prefident oF the {*ehate|r and, upoA art eqiial divili- 
tm*, ha^e a cafting voice in their decifions, but not vote on anv* 
othfer bccafioil. ^ . . , 

And in cafe of the impeachment of the goverrior, or his re- 
moVal fVom offlcie, death, refignarion, 6r abfence from'.the ftat^^^ 
thelleutehartt-governor fhall exbrfeife all thie 'power and auchcji- 
rity appertaining to the office of governor, until another bfecho- 
ftn, dr the governbr abfent or impeached, fliall return Or ^* ac- 
c^itted. Provided, that where the governor fllall, with. the Vori- 
icat of the legiflature^ be out of the ftatt,. in time df Wai;, at the 
hcfiiU of a'ttnilitary tbk'e thereof, he ihali fiill coriiihue jn his dom- 
mand of air the rrtilitary force of the ftate, both by fe^^dfand^ 

21. That whenever the government (hall be adminifterecl by 
the lieutenant-governor, or heihall be unable to attend 'as pr^- 
frdent of the fcnnte, the fenktOrs flian have power to ele<Slone of 
thciir own members^ to th^ office of prcliderit of the fehate, 
wijich he fh;i41 cMcrcifc ^ro bac vice. And if,' during fucli 

vacancy 



.vacai^<;y o^ the pfficp of *gqverpor, the lieutcnant-gevernor 
flli^ll he impcsfifi^dj aifpl?.ced, refien, die, or be abfent 
i^om . the iate, the jffefdcnt of the (enate {hall in like man^ 
ncr'as the licutei^pt-sQV^ncur, adminifter the governixiem, un- 
til others (hall .he cleaed by the fuffr^ge of the peoplc> at the 

fucceediogelefltion. 

2t. And this conye/ition doth further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ftate, ojrdain, determine 
and declare, that the tr^al^irer'of thrs ftate Ihali be apppinte^ by 
jaSt oi the iegiflat\|re, to originate with the aiJembly : Provided, 
that Jxe&all not be elc^ed out of either branch of the legiflature. 

23. That all 9i^cers, other than thofe, who by this copftitu- 
tion are.direi^ed Jto be otherwife appointed, Ihall he apjiointed 
jn the manner following, to wit. The aflembly (haJl once i^t 
fivery year^ openly nominate and apppint one of the fenators 
from each great diftxi^, \yhicb fe^iatox-s. ihall form a council for 
the appointment of the faid officers,, of which the governor for 
the time being* or the lieutenant governor, or the prefident of 
the fenate, when they fliall refpeftively adminifter the govern- 
ment, {hall be prefident, and have a casting voice, but m otker 
vqU^ and wttb the advice and confent of the faid council, ihall 
appoint all the faid officers ; and that a majority of the faid coun- 
/cil be a quorum. ^ And further, the faid fenators fliall not be 
eligible to the faid council for two years fucceffiveJy. 

24« That all military officers be appointed during pleafure ; 
that all commiffioned officers civil and military, be commiffioned 
by the governor; and that the chancellor, the judges of thefu-. 
preme court, and firft judge of the county cpurt in every county^ 
hold their offices during good behaviour,. or until they.fhall have 
lefpe^iyely attained the age of fixty years. 

25* That the chancellor and judges of the fuprei^e court, ihall 
§it at the fame time bold any other office, excepting that of de- 
Jegate to the general congrefs^ upon fpecial occafions \ aqd that 
^he firil judges of the county courts in the feveral counties, ihall 
not at the fame time hold any other office, excepting that of fe« 
nator, or delegate to the general congrefs : But if the chancel* 
lor or either of the faid judges be eledi^d ot appointed to ^ny other 
office, excepting as is before excepted^ it ihall \>fi at his option 
in which to ferve. 

26. That iheriffs and coroners be annually appointed ; and 
that no perfon ihall be capable of hpldjng either pf the faid offi- 
ces more than four y^ars fucceffively, nor the fheriff of holding 
any other office at the fame time, ^ . 

^27. And be it further ordained, that the regifter and clerk« 
in chancery be appointed by the chancellor ; the clerks of the 
Aiprem^ court by the judges of the (aid court i th» clerk of the 

court 
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court of probates by the judge of thc.faid court ; ancf theregif* 
ter and marfbal] of tte court of admiralty by the judge of the 
admiralty. The faid marlhal, regifters and clerksrto continue ii| 
office during the pleafure of thofe by whom they are to be ap- 
pointed as aforefaid. 

And that all attorneys, folicitors and counfellors at lave, here- ^ 
after to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and licenfed 
by the firft judge of the court in which they (hall refpeaivel3r 

f^lead or pradlife ^ and be regulated by the rules and orders of the 
aid courts. 

28. And be it further ordained, that where by this conventi- 
on the duration of any office (hall hot be afcertained, fuch office 
iball beconftrued to be held during the pleafure of the council 
of appointment : Provided that new commiffions (ball be iflfued. 
to judg«;s of the county courts (other than to the firft judge) and 
to juftices of the peace, once at the leaft in every three years. 

29. That towh clerks, fi/pervifors, afleflbrs, conftables, and 
coHcftor^, and all other officers heretofore eligible by the peo- ' 
pie, (hall always continue to be fo eligible, in the manner di- 
seStcd by the prefent or future aSs of legiflature.' 

That loan officers, county trcafurers, and clerks of the fuper* 
vifbrs, continue to be appointed in the manner direded by the 
prefent or future a^s of the legiflature. 

30. That delegates to reprcfent this ftate in the general con- 
grefs of the United States of America, be annually appointed as 
follows, io wity The fenate and afTembly fhall each openly no- 
minate as many perfons as (ball be equal to the whole number 
of delegates to be appointed ^ after which nomination they fhail 
meet together, and thofe perfons named in both lifh (ball be 
delegates ; and out of thofe performs whofe names are not in both ' 
liRs, one half (hall be chofen by tiie joint ballot of the fena- 
tors and members of aflembly, fo met together as aforefaid]. •^ 

31. That the (tile of all laws (hall be as follows, to wit " Be 
it enafted by the people of the ftate of New- York, reprefented 
in fenate and alTembly.** And that all writs and other proceed- 
ings (hall run in the name oi the people of the Jlate of New-Tork^ 
and be tefted in the name of the chancellor or chief judge of 
the court from whence they (hall ifTue. 

32. And this convention dc^h further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, determine,, 
and declare,, that a court (hall be inftituted, for the trial of im- 
peachments, and the corre<3ion of errors, under the regulitl- ' 
ons which (hall be eftabli(hed by the legiflature j and to confift * 
of the prefident of the fenate, for the time being and the fena- • 
tors, chancellor, and judges of the fupreme court, or the major 
part of them ; except, that when an impeachment (hall be pro- 
fee u ted 
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* . ^ • 

fecM^* agiairiff the" chancellor, 6^ either, of the judges of th* 
fuparenie cburt, the peffbn To* impeached' &all be fuft>^ 
cxercyShg^hfe o^ffice'imTirhis aicqiiittal: And in trkeifianheV^ 
when aa hWaPfron^a^aecfcemequity IhaH^ 
cfelkn* ihdil inform the* coixrt of the reafohs of his decree, but 
fkdiV^Ai^t have a voice in the final feiifencel And if the cauft 
to redetermined ftalf be brought upi by 1;^rit of erfor on ii qUef- 
Cibn tff kw, on a judgment in tlie flipreme court,' the judges of 
that court ihall affigft the reafons oTTiidli 'their judgment; but 
ihall not hkve a voice foiri.is'affirinahoe oy revcrfal.. 

• 35; Xhat the power' of iifipeacKing all blfecefS of the ftate. 
fcitXtSit. afid corrupt cbndudi in tKeir re^peftive dA.(5eS, tie vefted 
in the reptc^fentaltverbf the' people in a^embly ;'b*ut that it 
flull'alw^^s be'neceirary that tWb *tjhird parts of the members 
•prefent'![faa11 confenttd and agree in ftich impeachment'; That 
phyihus td the trial- of every impdac'hmeht,' the' members of 
€kc 'ikid' court fliall refpecffively be fworn, truly and Jhipartlallj^ 
to 'try sLttd determme'the chargb'in qiieftion, accdrding V(i evi- 
dence ; ahd that' ho judgifteht of the fiidcouVt ifl^Ml be Valid^ 
uniefs it'be affented'td by two third 'parts of the members tiien 
prefent 5 nor Ihall it extend fai-thfer tl^il to removal frofti office^ 
aHd'4iiq[uarification t6 hold arid enjoy any place of Ifonbur^ truft 
or proifit, under this* ftatei' "But the party fo cbnvr£ted, fhall 
be, neverthelefs, liable ahd fubjeft to indi£lment, triih judg- 
Bielit and puniihmeht, according to the laWs of the latiiq, 

' 34. *And It is further btdained^ that in every trid oh impeacW 
meAt or IndH^hiefit F6f cfime's or niifdemeanor^, the patty im- 
peached or ihdi^ei} fiiall be allbwed cpuhfel, as in civil actions. 

* ^5;^ And this convfentioh dbtji further, in the name ancljbjf 
the authid^ity of the good people^ of this' ftate, ordalii, deteV'- 
mine, and declare, that fuch parts of the common law of Eng- 
larrfi-^^sthd^of-the-^ftatuTe'KW^f iEi%!arid and Great-Bri'taiB, 
aiiriictf'the'aas of the'legiflature of the colon^ of ^New-Vork, 
^ together did forfti ^e'law of thiei ftld colony on the 19th day 
<rf Ap»il, in the yie3r'<>f our Lord one thoufarid feveA^ hundred 
-and feventy.fivev tkW he ind c6ntinue thd'^law of thik ftate ) 
(uhjeSt to iuch alteTraflift^ drid proVlfiofts, as the' legihaiure of 
thigfl:at« fliall, from tiihe to time liAake concerning 'the fafn^. 
Thit -fach of the ftfW aasas ai'i t^tfiporary, fliall' exj^ire ^t the 
times liihitedfof their diiratibn fefpeafvely/ -That all fiich 
parts of the faid cdttinipii law, andf^ItYueh of the faid ftatutes, 
and a£ts aforefkid, kt parts thereoJF, as may be conftrued to 
eftabliih or maJmaih any partitftilar derioriiination ofchrifiians 
or their minifters, or concern the allegiance heretofore yielded 
to, and tShe fupremdcy, ioVdfeighty, goverhment, or preroga- 
tives, ciaimed orcxercited by the king of Great^Britaiii' and-hls 

K predc- 
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pf^df ccflors, over tfcc colpny of New- York, an4 its inh^^l^itajats, 
or are repugnant to this conftitution, hc^ and they hereby afe^i 
abroga^ted aa4 .i:eje2Jed.; . And this .convention doth further or? 
aain, that, the refolves.or refolutiqns of , the congrefles of the 
colony of New-York, and of the convention of the'ilaite of 
New- York, now in fprce, and not repugnant, to the.gfiyfirn* 
ment eftablifHed by this conftitution^ (hall be confidered a$ 
making part of the laws of this ftate ; fubjeft, neyerthelpfs^ 
to fuch alterations and provifions, as the legiflature of this ftate 
may, from time to tiipe, make concerning .the fame,. . . .. 
36. And be it further ordained^ that all grants of land withr 
ip this ftate, made by the king of Great-Britain, ..QCReyrfoat 
a6Hng under his authority, after the fourteenth dav of Oftober, 
one tnoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, (hall be iiull afl!d 
void : But that nothing in this conftitution contained, flia|l^econ- 
firued to.affeft any grants of land, within this ftate^ made Jhy the 
authority of the faid king or his predeceiTors, or to annul any ^«aft 
ters to bodies politic, oy him or them, or any of thmn^ made 
prior, to that day. And that none of the faid charters ffiallbe 
adjudged to be void, , by reafon of any noq-ufer or mif*ufer of 
any of .their refpeAiye fights or privileges, betvfeen thtst'iiine-^ 
teenth day of April,, in th.e y?ar of our; Juofd oqe thcii((and fct 
yenihundjed ai;id feventy-five, and the publication of this con-r 
ftitutibn.' And further, that all fuch of the officers defcribed 
in the'fiii4 charters refpeaiyely, as by ^he t^ms oLtke (aict 
charters, were to be appointed by the governor of the colony of 
New-Yprk, with or .without the advice and cpnfept of the coim-? 
oil of th6 faid king, in the faid colony^ fhall henceforth beap^ 
pbirited by the council eftablifhed by this cpnftitutiont . for- the 
Appointment of o£&cers in. this ftate, until otherwife.dire3:e4 
by the 'legiflature. y < 

7 3^. And whereas it is of great importance to'the lafetyof 
this ftate, that peace and amity with the< indians within the 
fa|jne'^^l)e at alf time^ fupported and maintained* ^ And whereas^^ 
.the fr^.uds too often pxadlifed towards the (aid Indians,' in Con^ 
trails made for their lands, have in diyers inftances been ^ro^ 
du£tivie pf dangerous difcontents an4 A9iRU>iities j Be it ordain** 
ed, that.no purchafes or contracts for the fale of hnds made 
■fince the fourteenth day of Oftober, initbQ year of our librd 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, or which may 
hereafter T^e made with or of the faid indians, within the limits 
of this ftate, ftiall be binding on the faid indians, or deemed 
valid, unlefs made under the authority, and with the. cdnient 
of the legiflature of this ftate, ' 

38. And whereas we are required, by the benevoleot prin'- 
ciplcs of rational liberty, not only to expel civil 'tyranny^ but 

alfo 
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ftlib td ^uard agalAft thkt (piritual oppreffion and intoleraiice^ 
Wherewith the bigotry and ambition of weak and wicked priefts 
and princes, have fcourged mankind ; This convention doth 
further, in the name and by the authority of the good people 
of this fiate, ordain, determine and declare, that the free ex- % 
ereife and enjoyment of religious profeffion and worfhip, with- 
out difcrimination or preference, fhall forever hereafter be al- 
lowed within this ftate, to all mankind. Provided that the 
liberty of confcience hereby granted, fliall not be fq conftrued, 
as to excufe a£ts of licentioufiiefs, or juftify practices incon* 
fiftentwith the peace or fafety of this ftate. ^ 

39. And whereas the minifters of the gofpel, are by their 
profeffion dedicated to the fervice of God and the cure or fouls, 
and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their func- 
tion i therefore no minifter of the gofpel, or prieft of any denib- 
mination whatfoever, ihall at any time hereafter, under any 
pretence or defcription whatever, be eligible to, or capable of 
holding any civil or military office or place, within this ftate* 

40. Ana whereas it is or the utmoft importance to the fafety 
of every ftate, that it fhould always be in a condition of de- 
fence J and it is the duty of every man, who enjoys the pro- 
tediion of fbciety, to be prepared and willing to defend it ; 
this convention, therefore, in the name and by the anthority 
of the good people of this ftate, doth ordain, determine and 
declare, that the militia of this ftate, at all times hereafter, as 
well in peace as in war, fliall be armed and difciplined, and in ^ 
readinefs for fervice. That all fuch of the inhabitants of this 

, ftate, being of the people called Quakers, from fcruples of 
confcience, may be averfe to the bearing of arms, be therefrom 
%xcufed by the legiilature ; and do pay to the ftate, fuch fums 
of money in lieu of their perfonal fervice, as, the fame may, 
in the judgment of the legiflature, be worth : And that a pro- 
per magazine of warlike ftores, proportionate to the num- 
ber of inhabitants, be, forever hereafter, at the expence of this 
ftate, and by adts of the legiflature, eftabliftied, maintained, 
and continued in every county in this ftate. 

41. And this convention doth further ordain, determine and 
declare, in the name and by the authority of the good people 
of this ftate, that trial by jury, in all cafes in which it hath 
heretofore been ufed in the colony of New- York, fliall be 
cftabliflied, and remain inviolate forever. And that no afts of 
attainder fliall be paffedljy the legiflature of this ftate for crimes, 
other than thofe committed before the termination of the pre- 
fentwar; and that fuch afts fliall not work a corruption of 
blood. And further, that the legiflature of this ftate fliall, at 
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no time hejre^fteri inftUu^eapy ni^yrjfjqyrt or CQurts,. bvit fadk 
' Vs fliaJJ pro^eecl accoriding i;o m^cp^ij(c of the cqipmo^ l^w. 
42. And this convention doth further., An,th^ naipe and by 
the authprity of the gopi J^opl^e qf jthlf ft^te^^prdftin, dfteWiii^ 
and de^claj-e^ that it fli^^ll, .be in .the jdifcretion. of the logiflar 
ture to naturalize all fuch perfqns, and^n fuch manner as (bey 
fliall thijftkpi'pper jproyidevS all fiich pf.th^ perCc^ns, fotob?>y 
them naturaliied^ as })eing l)orn in pairts beyond feay aj^d put 
of the Vnited Sjtate^ of' A.merka, ^all come jtp fftt^ in, ajnd 

^become fubje^s 6^ thjs^i^ate, fball take an .oath of allc;gjan^;e 
to this ftate, and ab}i|re ^ndjepounce all allegiepce an4 fub- 

.kftior^ to ^J.and evefy foreign Icjng, prince, potentate and 
Kate^ in all ihatters ecclefiailical as well as civil. 
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TT7 HrE|l E.AS all the conftitutional autfeority evcj uoffelTal 

W Kj^'tfie: kings .of GreaN Britain oyer thefe colonies, qr 

their othef dominions was, by coonpad derived from the people 

and held of them for the common intereft of the whbl^ M»ciet^ 

aTle^aiice and prote£l:?on are, in the aature»6f things, «rci- 

*procM ties, each' equally depending upon the other, and liable 

'* to'Be diilolved by th^ other's being refufed or withdrawn* .AxvB 

"whereas George the third,* kiilg of Great-Britain, Ijas refufedL 

r protedibri to the good people 'otthefe colonies ; and, ^y alTent- 

; mg to Tundry ads of the Brkiflx parliament, attempted to fub- 

* Jedi them to the dbfolute dominion of that body; and has 2lS» 

* mad^ war upchi'them in the moft cruel and unn;atural manne;', 
Vfof no other caufe -than aflertii^g their juft rights, all civil sm-' 
" thoHty under him is neceilarHy at an end, and a difloliiidjea ci 
'government in each colony has confequently taken place. 

. And whereas in the. pr6fent deplorable fituation of thefe 
colohjes, exp'ofed* to the fiy-y of a crUel and relentlefs eneqay:, 
"fbtne form of government is abfolutely necelTary, not only for 
the prefervation of good order, but alio the more effeftnally O 
" unite the people, and enable them to exert their whole JEooxe ia 
'their 6wn neceffary defence j and as the hpnourable the conti- 
' iferital congrefs, the fiapreme couricil of' the American, colonies, 
"ha§ advifed fuch of the colonies as have not yet gone iiito the 

• meafdre, to adopt for themfelves refpeftively, fuch government 
as fliall beft' conduce to their ojyn happinefs and fafety^and 

"the well-being of Artieri^ ii> general : We, the reprefentatives 
of the colony of New-Jerfey, having' been elefted by all the 

'-counties in the freeft inanner, and in coiigrefs aflbmhled, hay^, 
after mature deliberations, agreed upon a fett of charter rights, 
and the form of a conftitution, in manner following, viz^ 

1. That the government of • this province fhail be vefled in a 

• governor, legifjative council, and general affembly^ 

2, That thfe legiflative councitand general affembly (hall be 
chofen, for the- nrft time, on the fecohd Tuefday in Auguft 
next ; the members whereof fhall be the fame in number and 
qualifications as is herein, after mentioned ; and fliall be and 
remain velted with aU the powers and authority to be held by 

' any 
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any future legiflative council and alTembly of this colony, un-' 
til the fecond Tuefday in Oi^ober, which (hall be in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feren hundred and feventy-feven. 

3, That on the fecond Tuefday in Odober yearly, and every 
year for ever (with the privilege of adjourning from day to 
day, as occafion may require) the counties jQiall feverally choofe 
one perfon to be a member of the legiflative council of this 
colony, who {hall be and have been for one whole year next 
before the eledion, an inhabitant and freeholder in the county 
in which he is chofen, and worth at leaft one thoufand pounds, 
proclamation money, of real and perfpnal eftate within the 
fame county : that, at the fame time, each county (hall alio 
choofe three members of affembly; provided, that no perfon . 
fhall be entitled- to a feat in the faid affembly, unlefs he be and 
have been for one whole year next before theele£lion, an inha-^ 
bltant of the county he is to reprefent, and worth five hundred 
pounds proclamation money in real and perfonal eflate,i in the 
fame county : that on the fecond Tuefday next after the day of 
eleAion, the council and affembly fhall feparately meet; and 
that the confent of both houfes fhall be neceffary to every law ; 
provided, that feven fhall be a quorum of the council for doing 
bufmefs, and that no law fhall pafs, unlefs there be a majority 
of all the reprefentatives of each body perfonally prefent, and 
agreeing thereto. Provided always, that if a majority of the. 
reprefentatives of this province, m council and general afiem-* 
bly convened, fhall, at any time or times hereafter, judge it 
equitable and proper to add to or diminifh the number or pro- 
portion of the members of affembly for any county or counties 
in this colony, then, and in fuch cafe, tne fame may, on the 
principles of more equal reprefentation, be lawfully done, any 
thing in this charter to the contrary notwithftanding, fo that 
the whole number of reprefentatives in affembly fhsill not at any 
time be lefs than thirty nine. 

4. That all inhabitants of this colony of full age, who are 
wo^th fifty pounds, proclamation money, clear eftate in the 
fame, and have reiided within the county in which they claim 
a vote, for twelve months immediately'preceding the efedioh, 
fhall be entitled to vote for reprefentatives in council and aflem- 
bly ; and alfo for all other public officers that (hall be e]e£l^ 
by the pcople*of the county at large. 

5. That the affembly, when met, fhall have power to choofe 
a fpeaker, and other their officers ; to be judges of the qualifi- 
cations and eledions of their own members ; fit upon their own 
adjournments i prepare bills to be paffed into laws } and to em- 
power their fpeaker to convene them, whenever any extraordi- 
nary occurrence (hall render it ntcefTary. 

6. That 
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6. That the coimdl fliall have poifirer to prepare bills to pafs 
into laws, and have other like powers as the afTembly) and in 
^11 xefpeds to be a free and independent branch of the legiila-' 
ture'of this colonv; fave only, that they {hall not prepare or 
;alter any money bill, which fiuill be the privilege of the aiTem- 
bly, that the council ihall, from time to'time, be convened by 
the' governor or vice-^preiident^ but muft be .convened at all 
times when the aflembiy fits; for which purpofe the fpeal^er of 
the houfe of afiembly {hall always immediately after an ad- 
journment give notice to the governor or vice-prefident^ of the 
time and place to which the houfe is adjourned. 
' .*j. That the council and afiembly jointly, at their firft meet-* 
ing after each annual eledipn, ihall, by a majority of votes, 
,ele&. fome fit perfon within the cdlbny to be governor for one 
year, who {halt be conftant preiident of the council, and havel 
acafting yote in. their proceedings ; and that the council them-?* 
felves {mill choofe a vice- pre{ident, who {hall zGt as fuch in thq 
abfence of the governor. 

'8. That tije governor, or in his abfente, the vice-prefident 
of the council, {hall have the fupreme executive power, be 
(chancbllor of the colony, and a£b as captaih-generial and com-* 
mander in chief of all the militia and other military force in 
this cc9ony; and that any three or more of the council {hall, 
at all times, be a privy- council to confult them ; and that the 
governor be ordinary or furrogate-gen^ah 

9. That the governor and council, (fevfen whereof {hall b^ 
a quorum) be the court of appeals in the la{{'refprt in all claufes 
pi law, as heretofore v '^nd that they poflefs the power of grant* 
ing. pardons to criminals after condemnation, in all cafes of 
treafon,' felony, or other offences. 

10. That captaihs, and all other inferior officers of the 
jnilitia, {hall be chofen by the companies in the refpedivfe 
.counties; but field ^tnd general officers by the council and 
aflembly. • 

11. That the "Council and aflfembly {hiall have power to make 
Ac great feal of this colony, which {hall be kept by the go- 
vernor, or, in his abfence, by the vice-prefident of tixe coun- 
cil; to be ufed by them; as occafion may require; and it £hall 
be called. The great Jeal^f the colony of New-Jerfey, 

12. That the judges of the fupreme court fliall continue in 
office for feven years ; the judges of the inferior court of com- 
mon pleas in thefeveral counties, juftices of the peace, clerks 
of the fupreme court, ckrks of the inferior court of common 
pleas and quarter feffipns, the attorney-general, and provincial 
fecretary, {hall continue ip office for {ive years; and the pro« 
vincial treafurer {hall continue in office for one year; and that 

they 
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tbe^/ilull lie f^yeirall^ s^^poi^ted: by fb^ douxHsibanlib iSkiikblfisf 
Sffannqr a^«f^d» si9d: CQnimi0|o»0d by- the governor, or-iniLhis 
abfeace tte vice^|^i!C>ii4^j^ Of t^^conara. Psoviidedaiwa^^^tUit 

^% th&ea4 of th!& W«ns £tYfitatt)C Wfore Unutdb ;'aiid thsit:axiy;o£ 
^e f9J,4 .<^i?ers fhaU ^ tisiNer ^ bp diibtiiZBd^whBis ^iid^d 
^I^y of ja\ifl^^vioja«, by the couacil^ on an jmpcachiaB^it of 

ifae iSembly.. 

13, Tl^a^ th^ ifii^k^nlfi^ oi each coutifty., cputltfiecl UuvoU 
a^ a^efoj4., ft^U, fk> tb^- time s^i place of cteflipg tkdnse* 
prefentatives, anim^Uy: fl^ pn^ iberiff, and ojaje. bi-: nxKse 
C<H'4^l^i'^iid tbat^ .t^f^]^.f[¥^y rer^S' ib&&ipe piirfon fid (i;ch 
olfi^ YiP^il he^ ibill' ^%T^ ftrved thm yeaps^ but no Iob^.; 
aftqr y^hicb thre6 ygarf }ii|i^ ^lapfe hetcue tkfs fknnpfirfoii i$ 
capable pf being ^If ^4 ^gllii^. Wlaietf' tbo ek^toii £&icer^iie<| 
to th^ gQverw^ 9f N'\^^J^f\^^U wnd«r liw? hands tjf ^ fcce.-! 
holders, pf tj^e cgm^fy ffif whii^b tb^jr, yrose ele&ed, they ikaU 
be immediately commii&oned to ferve in-^hriv i^peiftiv;eQfKiC£&. : 

l>tr^ Tb^ theloYmSlip^> ^^tkph apntl^l tpvoilmBctings for 
cl^i^n^ ptbtsr ojjicers^^bfill clmje cQq[ftabtds for the ^diicid^ 
refp)e)E^)veIy.^ ^pd ^(q tbrff <^r fnctre. judtcJQUS freeholders; d 
.^zjf^pXy toJis^f^^ ^n^Uy d^^^rttum^aU appeals tdath^ 
^ unjuft. ^|eflfne*j|ts in cafcf of .ftubliic t»X3tiM; ^tdtxomr 
mifiiqi}^^ of appeal lj|gf|}^,jqf th^t p«i|;p^fe, fit a< fpmc iuitahlc 
time or times to be byth^m jipp^i|(»d, iM^d made known to tljp 
^opje:^, ^yprtii^9^pts. ' 

. ^|« 7r^^ tbe^ Jfiws pf the Golofiy fHall^^n in the following 
ftOe, vii. Bf ff sifai^i4 ,^ ^bf cfffmH M^, ginmil qfembly #/. thk 
ifiifo^y^ an^ it is hspf^y ff^^^^.4 hii^^^k^^ifT^f the fame : tfai^t all 
commillions granted by the g^yfsrnoF ,qif viee-pnefident^ £ta3i 
l^n -thuss^?*/? cfiknji^cf ^^iytirjprfiy ta A. B.Jfc. greeting^ and 
Ibftit ^1 yfxlt^ Ihajll Jiike»jrife rjuij fp t^ i»?m«^'of ttte'CoIOzvy i and 
^|t ji^l iudiAmefit§ jjh^l f^cMjckA^in.tltRifollftwiiijpinaflner, viat. 
jtgatnfl the teace of thts colony ^ the government and dignity afibefinu* 

^ff. Tb^ ;|U jCfinmf4^ fliall *^? sj^ipiitftid-tbo ibe fame privi- 
lege? (Qf jfrljtnf ffej. aa^'ci^^J, ajB t)icir prnf^PHtors ar« or fhaU 
be e^ti^tfed tp- ' * " • ' 

J.7. 'jrjiat jthue eftates of ftfjcji peffpnf- f^ -^aH deftrc^rtbeir 
own ^lives' fli|^I not^ i^rtl^at p^e^Kfcc, jb^ fprfeijjsd ;.4>at Aail 
djefcejc^ ;;i the fame m^ryjfr*stl^y.w>»ul4 have done, bad-fuch 
jperron3^ie^ in the ^ati^rajl V^y ; i^jt^ ^9U any article wbidi 
my^ocQ^iioff. a,cci^rUaJjy the ^eaX^ flf '*^y ffnfij be faenoeforth 
deemed a ^eqdajc^d, orin fnjr'^f^ forfi^t^i'm^iopnintot fuch 
' ^lisfortune. • . . • . 

18. That no perfoii^a}) ever ^ii^i^t this colony b? deprived 
pf .tl\e ineftim^ble privilege of y^fffmlWSf^g Mmt^ty God in 
a m^anner agreeable to the dl£iates of his own conicience ; nor 

under 
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tftuler ailf ipMt0n^ WhdteVbrbe'Cdmpttll'ed' to'atteiKi aAy.^ilaee 
of Wftiftij*; '^ctJhlJ^ toWsdv^A^titft'^nd jiidgmentj^nor fhall 
atiy berfon- trtthin thifc coWfly «Me#'b« 6bliged ^^o pay thhxrsi 
taices^ .<)t'any<)therir»tci5,»fortfeeptitpofeof1)ilildiii^*o^^ ; 

iegf' "zity oth&r dhrordi or^'-tttAftdhe*; ^pkcc^ or* places of wo'r-* - 
Ihipil or.for tte>iiMrtlittiiniince if Wty^mintfter or tiwhiftty, con- • 
tnty to what he believes to^be right, or has dbliherately or • 
vcJ^tttttsirily ^ngiiged:hlmftlf » pbrfdrm. • 
^ f^.. That tfterd ihall be nq eftabiilhment df ai^ oBe jeligi- r 
<mfe*f«a ill this ^oVince,/ih prefereftc&to another ^.andthit no 
proteftant inhabifartts^ df thi&idlimj^Aallbe dexifcdothe enpjr- ' 
meht uf any'blvil rights tnerely :Oti accontit of his religious 
l^inbiplbs ; bdttltat^an perfoHdy.prdfefihg a belief. in the faith 
of any proteftant jfea; tvho fhall demean themfeltcr peaceably ' 
,Uiid^r thej<>veriir]>eiit tfs Ir^ndb^ eflbbliflied,-: ihaH.be ^^abie'of 
bbltfg «le&ed mm ahy^oAce of {Mrdfit^r troft, (^ betcig a >mem^ 
ber of eithei^ brdnch of the- legiilatafe;: atid fhali fillly:aod freely • 
enjoy eiiery fmvitege ahd itftmati^ity, dnjoyod by^ m[ief^ theirs 
feBo^v-fttkje4a8l«'.«'Wi ' 'i' i/i'.. . ..u " ' ' 

20. That the legiflativedepartpient of this goveirhmferit may} 
as much as poflible; be preierved from all fufpicion of corrup- 
tion^ Opae'bf''tfai^^^kIdgas of -tK^ or othet i todrtsf 
flierifFs, or any other perfon or perfons pofleffed of awy^poft cif 
profit under the govewiittentiJo^ec.^than.jufticeSof the peaces 
Ihall be enUtled to a feat in the aiiembly ; but that oh his being 
etrasd and:taki«§ SsHfetft;- His olOdeL ok pbib fhall hh cohfideired 
^vacant. .. 

2t; That all thfc^laws'^dflhis ^f^rovihce, cohtaihed in the 
edition lately publifhed by Mr. Allinfon, fhall, be arid fcmaiii 
in full^ftrtje^ \\fiU{aiiU^hd^h^i4Ai^Ugiii^t\ire of this colony 
(fuch.only excepted as are incompatible with this c/iart6r) and 
ittiall be;, according , as Heretofore, regarded in all refpefts, by 
kll civil officers, arid others^ the good people of this province. 

22. That the common law of Englaridj as weU as fp much 
of the flatute law as haVe beeh heretofore praiSifed in this co-, 
lony, fhall ftill reniairi in for^e, uritil they fKall He altered by 
k future law of the legiflatiire ; fiicH parts Only excepted as are 
repugriarit to the rights ind privileges contained iri this char- 
ter ;. arid that the iheflimable right of trial by juryfliall remain 
confirmed, as a part of the law 6f this Colony j. without fepeal 

for ever: . ' 

.-%•■'■•-" ' 

23: That every perfdri who fhall be elccSled as aforefaid, to 
be a member of the legillative Council or hdufe of afTembly, 
ihall previous to hU taking his feat in council or affembljrtake 
the following oat;h Or affirmationi viz. 

^ - 1, 



74 CONSTITUTION OP KBW.pBtlBY; 

«< I, A. B« do fetcttmty 4^1ai:0, that, u a: oMattjbtr of Umi 
legiflative council (or aflS^SAbly^ nt the caife m^f.ht) of tiie /^or 
Iqny of New-Jerfey^ I will not affbAt to any Itw, vg^cti or. 
proceedine, which (hall appieiu: ib me, ii^wious/to the puhUci 
welfare of faid colony, nor that UhlU annvd or repeal thai; 
part of the third fe^tion in the idiarter in this, colony* which. 
eflaUiflies dlat.the ele£i;iQns of members of the l^giflative coua-r * 
cil and aflembly (hall be annual) nor that part of. the. ^vontyr/ 
fecond feftioa m faid charter, nfpe&ing the trial by. jury,.. nor 
that (hall annul, repeal^ or .alter any part of- parts of:thft> 

eighteenth oi: nineteenth ft£|ionS' of the faoie/V ^ 

And any peribn 'or perfoAs, who(h^lbe.ele£loda8afore(aid^. 
is hereby iaipowered to.adminiffer to the faid mfombers, thct faii| 
oath or affirmation* 

. Provided always^ and it is.Ae trnc imtent and meaning of . thia. 
congrefs, that if a reconciliation. between .Grfat»Britain and, 
thefe ccOoniel (hould take place, and the latter be takiea a^ia; 
under the pro'teftion and sovemmmtiof the lUrown of Britain». 
this charter (hall « be hull and void, otherwife to remain film; 
apd inviolablt^ , ! . 
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#»^CO'KSTITUTtON rf tht CmmmweaUh 0/ ?ixiXi^ 

* 'fjrlvania, wf ijhitijhed by the GeKkual Convention, elefiii 

Jor that Purpdfe^ and'bildatfhWzitifbh^ yufy^i^^ 1776, a«i 

ioiitlnmd iy JtdjdurHments to SepteniUr %%^ 1776. 

*•'■.' 

WH£R£AS all ^oveffimeiir ought to be inftitt|ted and Tap- 
ported ifor the ibcUrity ahd|»*oteAton of the community 
as fu€h, aiid to ecuib^e the individuals who compofe it to enjoy 
their natural rights; and the oiher bleffings which the author 
ii elci^ence h^ baftowtd upqn man \ and virhdnever thefe ^reat 
ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right, 
by common confent to change it, and take fuch meafures ais to 
them may appear neceffscry to praffi(ne tteir fafety and happi- 
nefs. And whereas the inhabitants of this commonwealth 
have, in confidfrationof j^roteAioii oftly, heretofore acknow- 
ledged allegiance to the king of Great Britain, and tlie faid 
king has not only withdrawn that protedion, but commenced^ 
and ftiTl continues to caVry on, with unabated vengeance, a 
moft crud and iitLJuft war againft thiRn^ employing \:he^in, not 
only the troops of Great-Britain, but foreign mercenaries, fa* 
yages, and ftsi^s, for the avowed piirpofe of reduciiig th^ih td 
a total afndabji^ fubmiffion, to the defpotic domination of the 
Britidi Pariiam^t^ wtth many other ads of tytajiny, (more 
fully fet forth in the decWattoto of conffrefs) wherd>y aJl al-* 
legiance and fealty to the faid king and ^is fucceifors, are dif* 
ioFved and at an end, alnd all power and authority derived from 
him ceafed in thefe colonies. And whereas it is abfotutely ne* 
ceitary for the welfare and fafety of the inhabitants of fi&id co- 
lonies, that they be henceforth free and independent ftates, and 
that juft| permanent, and proper JEbfms of government exift in 
every part of th^m* derived from and fpuhded on the authority 
of th^ people only^ agfeeable to the diredions of the honour- 
;^ble American con^refs. We,, the iieprefentatives of the free- 
UiBn of PennfylvaniA) in general convention met, for the iex- 
piBfs purpofe of framing fuch a gov^rnmeht, cbnfeffing the 
gQodneffiof the great Ooveroor 4rf the uiiivcrl^ {who alone 

I4 % koow$ 
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'^Iiows to what degree of earthly happinefs mankind may at-p 
iain, hy p«^rfe(9ing*the*a^rts cf gc^vemmei^tj ^r-per|i^ittiffe the; 
people of til is ][£ate,*by common confent, and without violence, 
deliberately to form for thej;nfelyesfuchjuft rules as they (halj( 
think beft, for governing thctrfaturc fociety ; and being fully con- 
vinced, that it is our indifpenfible duty to eftabliOi fuch origi- 
nal principals of government, as will beft prQmotc the ge^iejfpl 
happinefs of the people of this ftatc^ and their pofterity, an J 
provide for future ipiproye^ien^?,. without .p^tialitj, for,^pr 
f)rejudiceagairift "any particular clafs, feft, or denomination of 
men whatever^ do, by virtue <^f the authority veiled ^i us ^y 
our cbnftitiients, ordain, declare, and eftablim/ the following 

Declaration of- Rights^ and Eramc^ of Go^erjtm^U *^' ^^ ^^ 
Constitution of this commonwealth, and to reihaih in force 
therein for ever, unaltered, except in fuch articles as ihall 
hereafter on ciqperierice be fcrtrnd^to re^uife ' improvement j anX 
which fhall iy the fame authority of the people, fairiy dele- 
gated as this frame of "Government direfts, be afrnended or im-' 
proved for.th^: nior&'efi^'ual obtaining and fec.unng the grea^ 
^nd and defign of all goverAmetit, herein before mentioned'. 



t • ^ »' * * 
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A DECLARATION of the RfGHTS 

of the Inhabitants- if the. Statt of Pcnnfylvania* 

|. rrifJAT |dl men ace borii equally fr«c and independent,' 
j[, . and have certain natural, inherent, ^nd unaltefnable 
rights^ i^moyngft which are,^^h^ enjoying ahd* defending life 
and libetty;,.o acquiring, poffeffing, and prbtcdiing property,' 
and purfi^fug and obtaining happinefs and fafety. 

2. That all men have a natural and unalienable fight to 
worfhip Almighty God according to the didates c/f their own' 
confciences and Mnd^rftahdifkg : And that no man ought, or of 
right SM. be pqmpelleid. to. attend any religibi^s worfhip, or 
crfeil qr fuppqrt ^ny plaqe of worfhip, or maintain any mi- 
iiiftry, <?Qfitrary tq, or againfl,"hii own fi«eo will and confent : 
Nor cai^a^y man, .lyho acknowledges tfaebe(hg of a God^ be* 
juflly depi/ivqd qj. abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on 
account of h(s religious fentiments, or peculiar mode of reli- 
gious worihip : And th^t a^ authority can or ought, to be veil- 
ed in, or ^^uqied by any power vwbs^tevtr, tte(t ihkll in any cafe. 

' • \ inter- 
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interfere With, or In aiiy 5nahne'r ponfrotjl,' the right pf tJo^r 
fcienCe m thfe free eie^^^ 

3;.'MrKat the people df' this ftate have tjie fole, exclufivc, 
and iriherent light qf governing ajid regulating the internal 
palice df the fame, ' 

^./TJiat all power Wng oHglfially inherent in, and conlfe* 
-quehtfi^cierived frorh, the people ; therefor^ an officers ^f go- 
yemmei>tj whether legifl^tiyc or e^cutive, are their truftees, 
and fervants, and at all times fccountatrk to' them, 

5. That government Is, or ought tpb^, inftitated' for tlxc 
common benefit, protedlioi^, .and fecurfty of the people, na- 
tion, or coipmunity ; and no| for the partipular emolument or 
advantage of any iingle man, family, or fetof men, who are'i 
jpart onlv of that cominUhity : And that the community hath 
an uhduDitable, ]nalien^|>]e, and indefeaflble right to reform, 
klt^r; of'abolifn.govern|nent in fuch manner,, as (hall be bf 
that community judged pioft condMciV^ tg the public weaL 

fr. *I*'hat thofe who are employed in the legiflative iand ex'- 
ccutivjc bufinefs of the ftate may be reftrai^ed from oppreffion^ 
•the peopli fiavea right, at fuch peripd^ as they may think pros- 
per, to reduce their public ofScers to a private ft;ation, and 
fupplytiie vacancies by certain aiid regular eleSions. 

7. That all eleftions ought to be free; and that ^11 free 
men having a fu^cieht evident common interefl: with, and at^ 
tachment to the community, have a right to ele£^ officers, or 
be ele£led into office. * 

8. That every member of fociety hath a right to be pro- 
teded in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and 
therefore is bound to contribute fiis proportion towards thecx- 
pencc of that proteftiort,' and yield his perfonal fervipe, when 
iecefikry, or in equfyalent thereto ; But no part of a man's 
property can be juftly taken from him, or applied to public 
ufes, without his confent, or that of his legal reprefentatives c 
tJor (b^n any man who is confcienciouily fcrtipulous of bearing 
arms, be juftly compelled thereto, if he will pay fuch equiva- 
lent :' Ndr are the people bound by any laws, but fuch as they 
have in like manner afTented, to for their common good; 

9. That in all profecutions for criminal offences, a man 
hath a right to be heard by bimfelf and his council, to demand 
the caufe and nature pf his ^ccufation, to be confronted with 
the witneiTes, to call for eviclence in his favour^ and a fpeedy 
public trial, by an impartial jury of the country, without the 
unanimous confent of whiph jury he cannot be found guilty : 
Nor can hp be compelled to give evidence againft himfelf : Nor 
can any man he juftly deprived of his liberty, except by the 
laws of the land, or the judgment of his peers. 

• 10, That 
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vix>..'I?M.^b<^; popple h^eao'i^tio hold th«mfelvcs. their 
faoufes, papers^ ana poiTeffions. &^e from feapch or ■Ceiz\iK>i 
Aod d^erefof e warr^mts without oaths or a£rmatioos £ifi made^ 
^Sbrdipg a fuficient fouxidatkm for tl^em, and wKeicWatur 
ofHcer or me^Tenger may be commanded or required to l^c^ 
.fitfpe^fLd place$,' or tofeiae any perfon orperfdns, bis or thehr 
.propq-ty, not particularly defq:iSed> are coatrary to that r%ht 
?in4;OHght njot to be jgfante4» !" . . ' 

11, That in contro^eirfies .cefpe^ng property, aodiafuits 
Jtetweemmafi and nmi^ .the parties have ^ri^t to trial J^ji^ry, 
;^liicb ought to Ife t^ld iacred, , . . 

12, That the people hav&a tight to freedom of f|idecb» an^ 
lOf writing, and publiQ^ing their lentim^nts^ tborefQre the 'free- 
dom of the..pre($ o4gKt i^ot to be reftrained* 

J 3. That thp people have a ^{^[h t to bear, arms for the deiend^ 
^ tneif^felyes apd -tn^ ftatie.; .ami as ftanding ariiiies in the tivae 
of pc^c;, are. dangerous to liberty, th^y ought jnotjo'hi^ ittpt 
^ : And th^t the military ^ould be kept xm^tK ftri<^fiAb<^ai« 
,lLatio|i to, and governed by, Che civil power, ; ' , 

1^4, That a frq^uent recurre^iqe to fundamental |^nciiplec(^ 
jjuB^^firm adhercppe to jufticc, moderatian^ temperance?, ia-«^ 
duftry, a^ frug^lijty aps ahfolute necefikry to preijerye. th6 
Jblaffitigs of Jiherfy^ .a^d )fictgt a governmeQt free ; The [mkv* 
4xie SHight therefore to pay ^particnlar attention to thefe jnoihts bx 
44iejQh9i'9e of ofliQera a^d reprefentativesn afidhave a r|ght ta 
cxa^ a due and con{|ant regaV4 to them, from their leg]!3atQrs 
.^Msd magiftrates^ in the making axi4 es^ocuting fuch la^ws as ore 
fpeceflary for the good goyernmei^t t^f the flate^ 

45. That all jnen have a natural inherent right to eioiigjrate 
from one ftafe to anotlu|r that :iyill recei^^ them, or to fqrm a 
^ew ftate in vacant coufitries, or in fuch countries 93. they. cant 
.purchafc, whenever 4:hey thwik thsjt thereby they nu^ ;promptP 
their own happ^eft, 

x6. That the people have a ti^ht to al&mble to^het,, toi 
fohfult for their common good, to i^nftruf^ their repreIentativeS|^ 
^ndto apply to the Iqgiflature for xedrefs of ^ricvaaccs, by adr 
drefs, ^tition, or remo^i3bran,ce^ 
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^^^'^rX^^% commpiiWeal|h.pf. fljftb.c^ Bentt/ykiaMk. 
. X/ pwX be governed; hpn^aC^ert]? an aflaraUy o^ 
t(erepr^^tativip&Qf:the.fre^meaof dlfsiaaiie^ amla p^efidont' 
ai>d. council^ in ixxuumer and forai^foilqwiAg-r-^ - . . . ^ 

S^^/ij.yiCiie. (upriifiQ l^gijlatiy? W^^ Ibfitl bo .vc&eiit^airf 
houfp pit reDiefenJUtiiY.es,pfvthpefTefn^eaiQf..^^ 
ci" ftate of Pcnjifylvania. !::,_, ^ ^ » 

Sif^. 3^ . ;Tt\c iuprpme ex^ulive: poipjei;^, fti^Ui b^ T^d kia 
prefidenf.,an(l .coimciU .,.'•'. ! • !»•>> 

5^4?- ^ Cpurte otjn&ic^i (ball. l?fei#i^ljifted ii^ the dty of:: 
Pbiu^phia, af)4:i<!!C^vei;y coMBty.pf . t|^ip ;Qiat^ 



»'• *< 



fnall be trained and armed fq^ ,iu ^eiii^^^ i^ij^or, A^ ira^b« - 

^¥^fing^:tfeu: colo^ej^ ^aipd. ,^1 cpqwIi^RfjertiPjIifiersi i»n^6 Jb^i 
r?ink^. m.fwji-m^n^^^d a^ offe^ a$.l?3rHt^fi^ay laiw^iAi^Uabsi 
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;b^i9..p^ li.very : fre?}m^ w. tjie firfli ag^ofi,tw»«^H€«i^.y«ira^: 
^Sving/iffid^ jft t^is ftatp fo^i^i^. %^ci»:-p^f©i|9,w)>fi|ei^yMr:n^>(tn 
before, thp.df 1,6/ ejeftiflp, fc^jrepre^flftatiy^ .W^i^id Riil^w., 
tMc^ during that, tim^, l^JU enjoy, x^ rififejof m^j^qSboc : 
Provided always, that ioASi of;/refholdf?rs.of;tbfl,'?ig©,flf l^^l^t]t«l 
oue^^vs ibfiU4)e in^i|J|»f .tQ y^e, ^altb^Mgl^lthi^ Ji#f e<Aotipftid 

5^. 7» The Apufe^f jpepfT^feaJta^ivf^iogitfeft fr^fiWgn of <&isr^ 
commonwealth, .ilialjl; conlift p^.g^jft^i^ ^^m^iM. WiTdjper. 
an4 vi^u^ to^be^cnpiep by tbe.fr»sipej;\oC ^very;„cu:y aod tot^- 
ty of this C9fWon weaifb, re4?i<aix^y.:.l A^^jiq. pe^frb. ft^ 
be eka»»iwijJte p^..cwi>|:jr fw^kh 

he ihall.Jbe^ cHofen, tw% 7^??$ iminecliajt^lx bpfof q, jth^ f;^i4 ,ej{«ft. 
tion.^ nwrfj^^^l^my mis^ lioldb^jRi 

other offi<:^ cxceptin the-ngt^jlitif,. ... . .r, :\ : r 

Se£hi.. r^o perjfon %U h?.,capa(l^}fi.ofsbefer^.el€<3wd ^Jnpaii-: 
*^«^^?ii(e9^?.:^*dw; h9uie;<)f:repr^f(?|ij^ij(^pf jh« freenwn of^ 
^^/^.'^®??Wg«WWjth,^ipfe,than ,, 

5^. 9*. T^^P n5^?%5? of the hou/iy^^f z^5qfwrt%^lws.&ril.J>9r: 
cholcn anqu^Uy Hy bi^otj^ %. the fri»iftw Lp| . tfee :C09]na©n« ' 
wealtlf^_ w tbp. fecon^i Tuefda^ in A^o^WL fQf eyf r, (ex(;ept 
thi^ prefrnjijrgar} and Mk-s^^.Qjfi ,t^^ I^HStl^ Mf^&iAy ^ ^^^ . . 

fajnc 



fame month, and (hall be ftiled. The General Ajimbfy of Repre-^ 
Jentatives of the Freemn of finnffhania^ send flidl have power toi 
chufe their fpeaker, the treasurer of the ftate, and their other 
officers; fit on their owiiadjournmen tS4 |>re|^are bilU;aadeiiad: 
them into laws; judge ^ oif the ele^tohs and qualificatTohs of 
their own members ; they may expel a member, but not a fecond 
tjttiefbrtha famt catffe ;^ thty may adhiiftifter oathiior ^^rttHi- 
tb>ns:on examinatibh ofwitnefleig y^redrefs gfiev^ncfe ; impeach 
ftarce criminals ; grairtt feHarters of iiic6rp6fatlon*Vt*c6ttmtute' 
towns^ boroughs, cities ttnd countiW? 'And ffisfll Weialfofter ' 
powers rieceflaryHTot.ffie^lej^rflature of aT¥ee'fliitc'*or co%nnhoA- 
wtakht But they'flia]^' have nopowertaadd'to'; altt^^^^jtboliflii 
or infringe any part of this conftitution. * ' » .;/, '*^ ' ' " 

*ii&*^\0*h quoriimW thfc iibufe oF-'reprdferrtaiim 'Diall 
confift of two thirds of the whole number of -members^efte4 jT * 
ahd having itiet aniJ chofen tKeir fpeaker, fliall each of theih «. 
before they proceed^ VvifineTsV taCe^ and 'fiiKfctibej'^rs'wtrtl the ^ 
cmdi or afiritiafi^k'of itd^thy ^A sflleH^fice'hei^ih after dfre£bed^ 
as the following oath #afirfeiitio-H','*?i/^ ' ' '•-••' ' 
••*' l:'\\' doi^iwdffi fbr affirtti^rthai asa mcmbfef of thS^: 
aflemUy, I will iibt^prdpqfe or alfeit4S^ahy^:^aij votei ^ yc-^^ 
folation, which flxail^piieit^lto me' ihjtifiouS to the people ^ nor;' 
doior confent- id-iii^'a^ c(^ thing whatever^ that* mail* -have i* 
tendency to lefTen or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared* 
iirtbe cbttftitWWff or'tKls ftkte ; fut'VIHTfi'alrMngs.'Comlud^. 
inyfelf as 'a felteftt!**otieft'reprcltlrifatrve 'arid '^afrdisii'of the"' 
people, acedrdfftg«tq Hie beftof mj^ j4idgment andabiBti^s.** ^ 

And each nieinbei^ before' he takei* his feat; fball/mak^ ^i: 
fubfcribe the f^Kwihfe'decldratibni 'bm '' ' ;'\ * ^ 

■".l'*) belieyc'in'ette Godi the cre^tbr^d^go^rterttof'bf 'tfic' 
univerfe, the rewarder of the good ai\d the pui\i&er of; the" 
v^eSj^ii' And' I d^^^Rribwfedge^ the -fcffptVi^^s ofthe Olif-and 
NewTeftamfehtt6^|rVifrt'h^d»^ihe'hfpiVa«6nr • '/^ >:^ ' ' 

And no further or otttW-'religlbus teft'flwJl ^evcf hereattct be* 
, required of 'any ciVil t>fficer or magiftrate in'tHj^ fct^^^^ , ' 

Se&M II. Dele'gktcst6fepfcfent-t*fs ftati^int:6ngrdrs?A^ 
chofen *>y ballot by theitttur^ge«er^l«fettl)Fy rf< thdr fffWi^eet ; 
intg^ and anftuilly wr eii^i^afterwaffls/ as'-lbrig as'fliclr ircp^enta-' 
tion ihall be neceffary. Any.delegats^'ihay be fiiperfedWatapy ' 
time, by the eefhiarai aiiem'bly'appoilitihg^an in his^ad. . 

No man Avail Itt m tdrigreft Idngfc^'lhahtwoyears'fuccieffi^^ely;' 
x\or be capable of/re^ledrqin for three years afterwarils: And* 
poperfoh who hoids^anyGiffice in the '^tt of the cohg;re(i,'fliall 
hereafter be ele^d teicprefeBtthl^con^rnonwealth introngfefe. 

SeH. 12, 'If atty city or cities, coHrtty or counttes Oim ne-, 
gled or refufe to^efl andfendt^refefitatiTes totbe-geftt/al' 

attembly 
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Mfemt>])f, ^Y6tititd9dfihen|et^i^'fi^o«n i^ ti%\^% or couhtiei 
jdiat^ad^anitiinld reprdfeniatiyes, proVidefd tjiey ma^fbe^ 
majprity of tbe dttes and ccnintjes ,df tlie vrHoit ftate^ ^i>^ th^t 
fltUl'haye iill'lhe^tiowcrs df ^e getieriil affeinbly^ as'fulrjr ifli 
amply <as if .the wMeiMrerefu'efait. '"' •!•'•- 

'yiW. ij/TTbedoors df theboufe in which the reprdleiitattim 

«r the friMnen of t^is'ftate'fljall jGt In gcnctal 8^flan1Wy,^^all 

hieand ten^tUn' Qpen for the admiffion of all p^ r/ons Wh9 hehitvi^ 

* ieeently, except only when the welfiut df this ftate ^lay li^^ 

q^jlre the doorii to Jbe.jQbut. 

'ftrff. 'X^. "Tflie votes and proceedings of the giinenil aflenibly 
ftall beprhiited weeklydurinjg their fittings with the yeas utid 
twgrs on liny qudUon, vote, or refolution, H^iim any .two 
nieiitbers ^c^oire it, es^cept when the vote is taken hyWlot,* 
«iid if^hen the yeas and nays are fo t^ken, every member ftall 
Jiave aright to infert the, 4:eafpns;of his vote unon the minutes. 
fShtMtSrtit. • '' ' " 

S^. T$. 'T!o the prid. that Jaws before thcy;are enafied may 
J>c .piore\maturely conildered, ajrtd the inconvenience of. hiftf 
S^termmattions as much as pofible prevenied, alibis ^Cp^^T 
lie nature i(hjill be j)r;nted for^the coilfidcratipn oF the people^ 
oeibre diey^are^reaa^n general ^embly the \^ time for de- 
flate and ame|idment ; a^ except on occstfions (^P'lju'(}^dan necef^ 
Ikty ihkH not )»e ptiffed into law& until the, nexf jRlffion. of aflem-* 
My,; and for the more perftift 'fatisfai^ion of^ the ^public, the 
rea^ns and /motives foif making fuch laws 'fliall^ be fully a^ 
clearly exprj^ffcfd in the preambles. 

Sw7. i6. The;ftile,Tpf the taws of this comn^onwealth Khali 
be, ** ,Beit qna'fkcfd, atyd it is hereby enaflbed by, the reprefen- 
tattves of the'freemen of the ^commonwealth df*1Rennfylyania, 
in general sfflcmbly met, and by the authority 6f the fame." 
. AnS'the general ajfembjyfliall affix jheir, feal to pery bill, as 
faon as it is enacted into aiat^V^hich fcallftfttll li^ kept by the 
aflembly,* and. flialhbe;called; The ftaUf^ tSekivUf.Penn^^^ 
viaj and Ihillnot be ufed for any other purppfe. ' 

Sedf. 17. The city of Phibipddphia, and each county ift this 
^ommonweiiHh r^fpefiivelyi ihalljpn the,firiii^*tuefday of No- 
vember tn this prefent year, and on the fecpj^d Tu^fday rn Oc- 
;tbber. annually, for the twonextfiicceedin^-^idfars, to wit, 'the 
year bne/thoafufed feven hundred and fey^ptjr feven, arid the 
«yeftr ^ tifoafantf ^fey^n hundred a|id,iHt^ty eight, chufe 'fix 
'perf4n)st6reprefeRt them ingf»^fai /a^Si^fy.^ "^ as repre* 
'jehtati^ In proportion tP <^ .number cf t^^)il^habitants, is 
,thQ^onl/ priiiaple wfaldh ts^ii'at aft* timi^s fecure] Hberty,^ ^vtd 
<make*tfae *voi^.crf a'majjpriifey jt>f ;iiiie people th4 Jaw of *tlic limi; 
J^ttfcfte i^jgcneral affenfthly-ftalixsmfe compl^^^^ 
Ihpttltle fmib|tant$ in j^he ciij aiiU eadh a^uiity in the torn-* 
'^*ionWc4iHh'te^e^vrfy,-to be*taken, mi TeturActl~tb them, on 
-* ' M or 



.:. CONSTITUTION OF P£NNS YLV^KlA/ 

Pr bfefbf e the Uft mectinr of tke aflembly, tltStsi in die jtft 

one tluHilittid (even Iwnared and ferenty eight, who thidl ^• 
Hitation to eacbt in proportion tp the number o^ 
ii returns; which reprcfenutioa {hall continue 
rca yeari afterwards, at the end of which, a aew 
ixabN inhabiuncs Aull be made, and a reprcfen- 
le thereto appointed hy the faid aflemblr*^ and (o 
■f for ev«r. The wa^ of the rcprelenutivet ' 
mbl^, and all other ftate charge fliall be paid o\xt 
afury. _; 

St(t. iS. Iti oroer that the freemen of this commonwealth 
may pQJpf the benefit of eledion a* equally a* may be, i^ndl 
the Bpix^ation ib^l commence, as directed in the foregoing 
fe<£tNng(jaKih county at its own choice may be divided intodilr 
ftriAa, bold eletSions therein, and elc£t their reprefenutives in 
t|>e county, and their other elective officers, as flull be here- 
after regulated by the general alTembly of this ftate. And n^ 
inb^hitant of tbis ftate uiall have more than one!, annual vote, 
»( the general el^ion for reprcfentatives io afTembly. 

Sta. iq. For the prefent the fupreme executive council of 
this ftate Iblil confift of twelve perfons, cbofcn in the follow- 
ing manner : The freemen of the city of Philadelphia, aad of 
thc'coundes of Philadelphia, Ch cft er, and Bucks, refpeSively, 
' ibalt choofe by ballot one perfon for the city, and one for each 
bounty aforefaid, to ferve tor three years and no longer, at the 
time and place ^r eleSing reprcfentatives in general afTembly, 
1^ f^'men of the counties of Lancafter, York> Cumberland, 
Nnd Berks, fhall, in like manner, e\z8t one perfon for each 
county refpeflively, to ferve as counfellon for two years, and 
no longer. And the counties of Northampton, Sedrord, Nor- 
xhumberland, and Wcftmpreland, rcfpcdively, ftiall, in like 
manner eled one perfon for each county, to ferve as counfel- 
!lar» for one year, aii4 ao longer. And at the expiration of the 
'■^iat, for which each counfellor was chofcn to ferve, the 
^eemen of the city of Philadelphia, and oFtfae fereral c 



in.ttns ftate^ reTpedively, ftiall eWfl one perfon to iervc as 
counfcHor for three yearj and no longer j and fo on every thirtf 
y^ar for ever. ' Br this mode of cicnion and continual rotftti- 
on, more men will be trained to public bufinefs, there will in 

.every fubfequent year be found in the comiqil, a. fiwnber oT 
jierfons acquainted with the proceedings of the forw>iiig years, 

^whereby the bufuteft will be more coi^ftently conpii^t^, fad 
oioreover the dtnger of eilaUtfiitog an inconvenient ,arjftrQca' 
cr will.^effcduallr |»eventcd.. AU vacancies in the coun- 
cil that may h^penoy.death, rellgnatioa, or otherwife, Jlja^ 
be filled at the oexf ^e^eral eleiftton for reprcfentacive^, jn ge- 

.ntaril jtdembly, unlpfs a parttculjir ^Ic^on' for tlUt purpoV 
^U Ijf fooiKi: apj>{ciiAted by. dia prefidient ai^l c^nincil. No 



CONSTITUTION OF PENNS VtVANIA. i^ 

.KM»Aer of the jgentnii aflemUy^ or delefJftteiA oonjptfky flitit 

'be cHttTeii a memtier of the couoctl. Tkt yrefldbntttd vice* 

/^refident fliall be chofen ahnttatty, by the mm ballot of die 
general ^tmhly and council, of the mtmfen of <tie cooneil. 
Any peffon having ferved as a edunlbttorlbr thfet fo^ceftfe 
years, fliail be incapable of hdding that oCot-lbr' t$uryt$H 
afterwards. Every member of the ooondt ih$H W% UMct of 

* the peace for the whole conunoinmilth, byvntlii^bitoAc*. 

i: In cafe new additional counties fliall hereafter kc eredied ih 
this ftate, fuch county or counlies' #aU oMkacounleUor^ 
and fuch county or counties Chall be annexed to the Atwt 

t*nerghboitring Ooiinttes, and Aatt take roaation "wi^i^ ftich 

-counties. . • * . 

. The coonctl fliall meet annually, at Ao faMt ttat aad 
place with the general si&mbly. • » ;* - . • 

The treafurer of the ftate, truftecSI of the loan oflke, M« 




council, or continental congrefs. 

Ssa. zo. The prefident) and in his abienee the Tfoe^prsfi* 
dent with thecouncii, five of whom fliall bii a qnonin, fliall 
t luive povirer W appoint aad commiffionate tudfes, navsl oflkers, 
. jiidge of the^a^imlty, attorney gineral, and all other eN&- 
.cers, civil jind militaqr^ except &cb asiire cho6n.by*dlegi0- 
. neral . aflen^i^Iy, or the people, agreeable to this fraaMt of go<- 
^vemment, and the laws that nisy be made hereafter i and fliatl 
.fupply "every vacancy, in any ofioe, occaftoited bv ic«Ak^ ro^ 
finilion, removalyOr difqualificatton^ until the oiioe can he 
filled in the time and manner direfted by a law orthis conftt- 
tiitsoh. They are to correfpood with otl|er ftates, -and^ uianf- 
mBt bufinefs^wisli the oficers. of government, civil and mill- 

a; and to prepne fuch. bufinefo^as mav- appear to them, ne- 
ry,^ tQ/Jaqr bene she genccak afibsioly. . Tl^ .flsdl 'fit 
: asVjudges tahear and d^ermin^ on impeachriients^ taking ^so 
e'jteur a^Bftance, for ad vice, only > the juftices. of the Aipreme 
' court. And (hall have flower to grant pardons^ and ^remit 
fines, in aH cafes whatfoever^ except in csfes of impeach* 
-nMDt; and in cafiea.of treaion and murder, fliall have power 
vso grant reprieves, but not to pardon, until «tho end^fof.tiie 
.jseact feffio9S oif afleml^y } bat^diece fliall beixr remifioii.or 
mitigation of puniflunents on impeachments, jcjtcept by z& 
id the I^flatfne^ thev are al(b to uke care that tte laws be 
inthfully eacietited % tney are to expedite the eadcutiojh of Atoh 
laeafiircs as mmlNi revived tifOn by 'the gcoBxial a^&anbly; 
. nil they mxf driw^ upon the na^fury for fuch fumsras .fliall 
• te i|i|>ropriatcd. by . the houie c thqy^ may .alfo lay embargoes, 
:m piobibif thii eaposUrion .e^fimy:comm0dityjvfor any tuns, 
rf * M- 2 not 



r«lid;ibiriyifci#e:|iOn!^ 19 c41l«iprth«r the gnwiilv j fc fl h mMt i 4ii » 

r^etteuy^ #i4-biep-iiirlAolU> of thfctf pmt«eAmn; wkebrein 
.««$r ceiiVNCbUQe^ te:f; otter btll*.dii^Q|lC,^1mtll hitf lAiom ki^ntj^ 

.JSeSL V. :AU<coiii«lftoMrftatt be in tb^ oamtir aa^^^die 
authority of the freemen of the commonwealtii of.Btonigri* 

iMRi«r^aM' widt tte: fleife^ fe«i, figftet by tbe pieTid^W or 
vice-prefident, and attofted b]rtbt (ibfatary; wbicb f«ti ibftll 

.b«t H«plPby ^* c^tineil. 

. . SiA ^»2ii.Kv^rv oflket of/flite»/^tdii^ indiciali or tier* 
cutivQribaa W liable to^ hfeimfllacUcd b^ dkhgfentral aAoa^ 
Mf^ ekhef,<9flim ifii^.ofl|ce». or afteir bifi refi|g||btaikton^ 6r ve- 
moyal for mal-adminiftratioa : All tmj^eMliiisnts fliallbe* bv-* 
.fiQir^th#'>veU«aidr^vitte^prdi4tm^ciHHicy^ WhcibjU^hear 
;aai dfllcflwne.tktf fiitnA 

, , SaA 23^ The indge*' of thr £u|M!nM couf t of jjudJesMttN 
ftall: bMe fiyed fal^rfe8f< be comnuffiDoedl for fcyeo^ year»tM|r» 
■thov^ ycapnbto of re-afpolntmoRt* at tb^ end of' that tartty 
byt ' «eaaireabfe' for mfftehatriQiir a« any time by^tht' ghnoml 
.dffeMifi they flaU ml Ue aUdivedi to lit ds mtmbfii««ur«be 
<ootiinMltal onngrefiy cxficutiver oowicitr or general affsmbi^, 
nor tob^ any otbtr .ofice , civil dr' miAitabry ; nor tor* tahr or 
• rMsive feeror.iwl'quifitha of -any kkidj 

\Sea\24> Thefuptemfeoourt; aMJd^^fevcffaKoifartsdf ci^ 
.rOQB .pleas J of ^ this comnonwoMi^ hM^ befiileathd fbilters 
uAiaUv lexfircifed byfnchcdurta^ liafbthepa|vefa^of a'court^^f 
robahoAry^ fi>;far.as rci4les^to4fht prinpe^tntidgNtdfl^ ob- 
dtnipUng evidmue /roo^ pkoat iMt^wilhiii %hi8 flm^' and* did cms 
•lOf/tbelperiGohs and eftatetiof tbofe iiAd«rerif9ir muftom mntUi^ 
. attdifuda otbec powers as maj bo fbund/siede£btY*byYutia»^-- 
ttoral.ailetbblioH not iocoofiftent w^itbiscomitittion. * 

. &i^. a5» Trials flialL be b^r jury aa^hieMttiiacec \Aod irii>«r- 
t^ommdndkBdrto the legifliktane of this ibrie to- provider byi hdRr 
agatoft every xormpdoti or-iurttaUty ia thet ohticey. lottm^ mt 
.appoiiitti)ent of. juries. ^ n • . > ^ t 

f 1 £#^. ^r6. Oourtr of ieffioiiOyiCOiiittMr* p}e»v' Md oifiiiBS 
/OQurte fi>ailJ>e hAiitiMmAjimtmAfmit^ aid 

, }egiflsBire ihatt bare pcMter t^ eibbltil alhditidr^otber couitvias 
.thty' jnay.judffe for tbe gaod of tboeinhi^taitts of«tto ioir. 
. AH ooints ^all be opea^ .and juftfte fifalt 'fab- iiapmMfyvl* 
. immftwedjcwithaltt comiptiaii or ■niHiOftfify ddaqfi^ ibtt. their 

.' :' officeH 



» / 



for their fervices : And if any officer fhall take greater or othttc 

Il0»^ii. tlifr Uwft»'aR6w^' jii«i|f.ettiier.!«iMcaijnor Indirrdiyv "t 

AiU .wU iijter4^^a]lif]b him » foot lU^^ 

si4t^' •>.... -''■" f 

< 5M^!a7« AU {U^cwifin^'fliair tomaieott:iir tte^^ 

iNf^dke antbodty) 06 «ii&£rlsMsititjof; thcttknmgnmositiix^f'Jf^iM^ 

M^embkn wAM MiAa^^MrAatr cmcfirie.wiih tiktayfckUtiS^ 

Siiiik alh >l\hle<9ei;jfon o£ tipdriitW) .iriffeiotbbrei w^ 
prtafumptifttt^of lrairi;i.ftatl Mog»be: amiiiwndi «»priib% aftS 

dbnyimii|;.jiip9.i»i|ff^^4^ eflaedc ml and perfbn^al, fbq 

the ufe of his creditors, in fuch manner as ihall be hereafttv 

fiinEtiea,:>jtate6'i«ir.oa|^ wfaeo^ tfae^proof ssegtiBattr 

. SigSiua4<. EwaBSura \M fhall not be* exaAhllforbailaliieiofa 
fentieBrc AnAatlfiiies (hdl bditmleiaian.. / .^\> . 
i Ai^ 39$ Jicftieettofcthk.tieaeeftAli* brek^ 
^iidibsll ofi eifieh. citjrrabibjiBifityc.reifCBaaxe^ tha(. is^ tn it^ 
two or more perfons may be chofeittfopmoh iraM, fomiffliip) 
er'diAiiAii «^ the Jgty AiMbtewat ft gr dmfet r; >^d.^ their aottiea 
ftatt»lMrettirn0di't«<tKls*pid(idetit;«n om«:il^ urttbiflialiicoiti^ 
fl8iffiaaatei«toe. osit oiDiipiofitfafem. JDir«2cfe^wafd,(towhfliip, of 
dsilri&'^fiBrfeiiMrBiosv f<^f<i^c^ yeanv jadniovxble for naifcoMlilift 
by . ^e «g^itcfal afiemHy:.fint ifaayrsiOf^ovtcountysy* viwrll) 
towillblp,, <)v.dUbid>iA'Uif cctaiiim flvsthhvi^afianrin^ 

diae t(»dra«»r'tfa«rnnfinrir>of appobtiii9J4irirj«ftnsf«;o0itiitr 
fKftdi^ asiftttiM LtrtUs^Mtide^ tb^geflttaliailttiiUy'Rnyvittiklt 
iawvtbmgiikle thfrfi^ta^^ a^fi^alile t^ dMf ckirr ol. a^niB^witir 
pf^ thr ffcidaoUan of -Iw^eMyr 0r4aeiitU9V^iwmi^ to«riiAtp4*>Ar 
diftriA .A ^Myiog:; . Mik jiMHo* rf ite: pbakte lt|ail fitihrtht 

feneral aflembly, mbtA tofiifeit flg jw^ h i i ict wrtniffitiny ftcx^ fhiV 
6 . br albiNed- to? taite ^'ItOFy tm ^m^^&Lztj or attowaikre^ 
except fuch as t&frtfi|Siif5:hsgiflB(i|ie antjrgv^ 
r AHJt3i; Snierift and tiOiMiMrs iluUv btf'^lefl^ atmusdl^r in 
«aitfaioit^4Adeouiiitjrv byrtM fiseeaitiiu;'' tbat^imor (%f^ twtf>p^ 
t^ona file coob office^ ovevif: «{llDih Ai{ oatibv iMEsbe cp^mfloned 
by the prefident in council. No^padiftf flMlcontftfue^lfi th^ 
«0teBrdf fl»riff 'ibeveitti|iti4Asf^&iOMfive J^rs^ or be capable 
iof-^bein^ agUn eteftedndaaftigi ff^ur yeais, aAefwa¥ds» Thi; 
^t&km JiaU bc^ (ariB^aettUTfiMiriihfltsttiid place appdinttd te 
At flftdum of^rrepnfeMbit&tti^ ;\ Aad^liwt'qoinmifijbnertsaHfl 
offiNflbfes^iatiflbolierroficdii dJ^Srn; by'tiie^'pciDpk,. fhalialfo^te 
Stfaaot^aniit'dn^^^tAW^ vj« ha|c|Mbit4iraa4:)iefet0(^^ itififl 

altered 



dtoofcA m otkctfwife regulaked bf the fntttre legitt^titit of tUs 

^ ^. 3t^ AH eJedtoAs, whetliar bjT'tfao peopk orin^neni 
tfitmUy:, flialL:be..h^>4nIloCyiff«e»sifi4 vdimtftr^ Ani Wf 
cle£tor, who Jbalf rtceive any |ift or reward for his vote, ia 
Ibett^ drink; monies, w otherwffe, 'ihail fc»rfeit')iis fig^t to 
ebft fior' chat imv, and itiffbr fiichcatfcer t>enalt)' a6 fiitifre Iaw» 
HoiHl iire&. And an jr ^ perfon whis^ihlill dkte^fl y or indifeaiy 

Sive) pniftiife,. of h^ftow any fii^hrjcwank lo bee|ci9ed, fluir 
e thereby re&den&inei^abte to twe- §d$ the enftibii^'year. 
^ Si^. 23. All fecESy licence money, fines, and Ibrfeiturea 
hffvetdfore grainted, or paid ,tor diegoiMrilor, or bis deputies for 
tbe^fiipport, 9i (ovemawity {ball ibtviafter- be paid ifito thq 
public treafury!^ anlefis ateened or aboNflted bf the fjoituit le|iflai' 

: i&fl. 34, A ft bift B rt Mke for cIh! piobatr^ %iHi, and 
gtmoitinr ietters'pr adminiilration^ and an oflce Aa^'^Aeiecord- 
ing of deeds, (hall be kept in i^ach city and county I 
to bB'appdntod* by the general afieiiUy,vftmovc 
pleafure, and to be comnuroned b^ the prefideiit ih'CoimdK 
-'Seiff. ^5. The printing pieflet^all ibe^ free to-^my perfe 
|vbo unwtakes to cxabuae tbei piWiwdfauB tif die Ibgimtttre^ 
or- Aiy part bf goviemmrat. 

&»9. 36* AB^'onrery'^nDeimtt toptefo^ his^tndqpendche)^ (if 
without af fu Acient eteo] oagbi ioham Iteie profeflon j odKngj 
trade, or farm,. v^eKl^iie;»ay hisneftly fidm diere.aui be 
no. aecei&tv f CM', iiur iiie in emUt oAoes eCpn^fiti the 

liTiial effea» of wbbhvaie depelBlenicr.«nd ftnriKt!|p» tebe* 
coOmtg freemen^ inc tim poffmbrs.and expe£famtsj. fdftton^ 
conttsiticBif coYrti^rofi,^^ and difbrder aaaann tbe-pav^c .Biift 
if^ any man is cdledtoto public ftrwMf tb mt prejudice of JiU 
1^ priytte zBims^hfL h^ % right to> « redbnable compehteion 2 
An4 iitheneiKi(tetiftpey tbmigh mererife of fees, orodMr#ife» 
becomes fe |teofifiab|e as to occidbn nfanftb apply ftr it, the 
)^fits. ought to be. leflbiied W the lesiiatttie. 
. '&f^* ip The future, l^ifuttiice el: diis Ible, AaUvi^elate 
entails in Aichftmaanrrasto. prevent perpetoteies* 
'. SeS. 38. The penal laws asbcsetofofeiifed, fhall be reformed 
by^ the Irgiflature^f' ties ftaie, as fbonas mtcy be, and puniib* 
mfunt^mskdcin feme crffiMb lefs iangeinary^ and in general more 

proportionate, to thb eriioes* ^ 

S0&0 39* To. deter niece. edMMBdlf:£rom die commiffiotl of 
criines, by continual vifible puntAnatofc Of long duration,' and 
to mafce unguinary pu^iflium^ Jfefroeeeffiury, boufo 00^ to 
J)e. provided . foTv^punffliiOg b^. hard bd>oiirt thofe whau»U be 
rconvidsed of crimes not capital 1^ eiteiein the. crhni9«ls.lhaH 
ibe cmployied fortbo ibeucAtof the^^bik, erinrjwj^tiooof 

injuries 



iojuriet jdooe. to fms^Mji^i^Mh Aad. M ^xtfcjAs ^at p^op^ 
times fliall be admitted to fee the prifoncn at th^.l^ibour^ 

&/?.^.£vcur]roficer>; whether Jttdiciid^ex^^ or mi* 

litJiry^.AXi ai^prity ux^ tl^^ . cpmi3(i<miv)sa^t$, il^ll take 
following oath or affirjspation of allegiance^ and gencial datj^ 
;0f o&QCj before he enter 'O^i the e^cecution of bi$ o&ce: The 
oath or affirmation of allegiance. *' I do fwear /or 

.affirm) That I will be true and, faith/ul 50. the commonwealth 
of^ Pcnnfylvania ; And that I will nordifeffilv or imiir^£Wx do 
any a£t or thing jirejadldialor jnjurioua Jtd tne conftitutton or 
government thereof, a$ eft^bjlflied ^y ihe .<U)«|venxion.** ^jie 
oath or ai^rmation of 9&5^« ^^I : do fweaf (or/affixm) 
That i willfaithfuUy txei^t^ th^ office olf , . for the // - 
of and will do eo|ial rj^tand juft ice \ffirall mei\ to tti^ 

befl of my judgment ana^b^itiesy according. tf!^ }aw«" . . 

Se^. 41. m> public, tax^ cuftom^ or. contribution Khali be 
impofed upon^.or jpaid by the People of thia ftate^^ exqej>tb|:a 
law for that, purpoie.,. lAnd befofe any law be. x^aHe for ralhiig 
it, the purpofe for, which ^ny ta^ is to. be raifed pugh^t to appear 
clearly tp ihe legiilatuce to be of morti kryicpXQ the community 
th^ the money wot^Id be', if^not»Gi)l]!ei£led ;^ which being well 
obferved, taxes can never, be burdensl = .'i^^ , V 

^ Se^^^ ^7,* Every fore%BBerv of good* charaft^,..yirho comes to 
fettle in. this fiate, having &tlk taken aiV oadi^' or affirmation xjf 
allegiance to the fame, may purchafe, or py-bther juft meanji 
acquire, hold, and transfer l^d or othenre^ eftate ; anrd^ft^ 
one year's rclldence ihall be deemed a free.denisLeh thereof, ^9 
intitled to all the rights of a natural borii fubj^^ 9^ this ftate, 
except ^hat .heJfnalliiot be capable of being^ele^^ a reprefen^ 
tative, until after two years reiid^ce, , 

&<?. 43/ The inhabitants., df this, ftate Ihall have liberty to 
fowl ancThunt in feafonable. times on the lands Uvey ,ho],d, a^ 
on all other la^ds therein, fioi inclofed ; and in like manner to 
iiih in all. boatable waters, anfi others, not private property* , 
• Si^. 44* A icbool or fclioois ihall be eftabliihed . in each 
county by the legiflature, for the convenient inftruiStipn, of 
youth, with fupji falaries to th^ mail:ei;s paid by the public, zf^ 
may enable; them to injUrufS): youth at low prices :^ And alt ufeful 
learning ihall be duly encouraged and promoted tn one or moijs 
^univeriities. . . . *: t 

J Sf^.45. Laws for the encouragement of vv'tue, and pre- 
vention ot vice .and immoralityV ihall be made and conflantly 
^kept in force^ and.provifio^ ll^aJl be made^?^ their due excQL-* 
'tion : And all religious focii^ties or bodies of meii. heretofo^ 
united or incorporated for the advancement ot religion anct 
learningy or for other pious and charitable purpofes, ihall be 
encottraged and prptefted in the enjoyment of the privileges, 
immunities 4KAd iQiftafies which they were accuilomed to enjoy, 

or 
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f dJiftiturion t)f 4hl8 IH^Ik. ' • ^-^ 

ffr^^46. "The 4eislmti<in 6r>] ^ed*^ to te 

apa^t of the'ComKtutton cfthis cbmiiioiiwealUi^ srAdOQJ^ 
nietet to;b6 vj^attlrd on Jinyprctencc #lrittcvcr- ' ' '. 
' w^. 47.',In onlcT ibat * the -freedom yf this coQ^monw^ahii 
Way be • pdferyed inviplate • for 't$cr^ dicre 'fta|l bexh^ien: by 
^^jflidtni^ tScfrecmOT ,m i»cbdtv andxountyV^fpeftfv^ly. on 
*thc(ftcofid.5^ifeiaay In'OftQb^f, ipithtyeaf one tboufendfevei* 
^ujpdy^ and ti^btf tbrec, aitd, pn*thce* ifecoad Tuefllay iar'Olte. 
^ter in cVefy * feveixth year ftetciftcr, twp'perfoiis in each. city 
ttnd'countjr 'df this'ftatc, jo be called^ fhr(kundli^ Q^Jiri% 
Hfho ffiail fpeet toe^flier ohthr flfcond Monlday df Ko?embfr» 
^tstt enruin]gf,thd& ei^diM ; thi6 itili^xrt^ of whomihall Jbe> 
quorum in every cafe, except as^tb cill;ng a Qonneentiony {ft 
Vh^cfaHwo thirds of' the wb^lr ilumber.eJe^tfdfhall agm; anit 
lQirliit>ie'<)Qty it-fliatl|be,to enqtrire whether the confttutioir^ba^ 
httn preferred inviolate in every oart? ^Aad whether the leglfla- 
:iive ^and execativd \branches pf |;overnmeQt bave perfomN^ 
']tfaek duty as guardians 6f .the people, pr affumed tothemfelveifv 
jorceaarctfed^thar or grea^ powcfs than they ate entided to by 
ithexonftitution : They tre alfo to enquire whedyer tne^piibltc 
Jtaxes liave been Jtiftly lafai «and cjcdieifted: in all parts of.thi» 
commonwealth, m what manner the public monies have been 
iidi(pofdl of, and nehetherthe laws have been d^ly executed* 
iEor thefe purpofes they iball have power to fend torperfons^ 
f 2(p!?rsi, And records ; th^y fhall have authority to pafs publit 
^ceniurest to order impeachments, and to recommend to the 
;kgifeture the repealing fuch laws as appearto'them t6 have 
Kieen enaAed cpntfary to the principles of the.conftitution : 
•irbfcfe powers tbcy^<hall continue^to:'have, for aAd ;4iiring^e 
"IbLceof onejeaillTomthedayof their ele^oo, >pd's|o longer:. 
'The faid council of cenfors i^all aHb have. power .to ir^Lja 
^xAyentioo, to meet within two -years after their f(cii ' ug ,' }f thefe 
aMcar to (hem an abfolnte necemty t>f amendjn^'^anf ^aitictle of 
the copftitupon which may be defeAive, e^pJ^iivDig fu^jch ats 
x^ay be ihojaeht not clearly exprefled, and of adding iuch as 
ajce neceflary fox" the prefervation of the rights yn^i happlnetfe 4f 
^he people: But the aitides to bie amended, 'ant^the^amend-- 
pients prppofed, ,and fuch articles as are p^opofed to -ble^^iQdei^ 
.pr*hoIifliC9d;,'fliaH be J70>mt^l|;at^ at leaft fix m<H^s%iifbre 
tW day appointed for The efefkion -of fuch conventto^^ ^for tHe 
previous cohfideratio;i pf the people, that th^^ may Jiavo ^ 
^(oyiportuaity pf iAftntfttog theirddegates on the TUDJtft. - 
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• D E L /i fT J R E,. 

4 DECf^AR'ATION of JIJGHTS and Fundamnial 
, Mm^softbi Dei^W2Ltc StaU^ firmfrly.^ilidj ThcGftvcrnmcnt 
V of ^ the. Counties oF Newcadle, Kent, and Suflex, upon 
Delaware. T 

I. T^HAT all gprexaqa^nt of right origrnatcs from tlic pcopIC| 
X is founded in compa& oiily, and inftituted foleJy for tbq 
gODd;of tke.vwhQle*. ... 

2. T^^( '^U locn ^aye a natural and unalienable right to wor- 
ihip Almighty God ' according ta tbei,. dictates of their 6wn 
confci^ncos and underftandings ; and that no man ought, or of 
right <:an be compelled to attend any religious worfbip, or main- 
tain any minidry, contrary to or agatnft hit own free will and 
copffmt, and that noauthorijty can or ought to be^^efled in, or af- 
fuined. by any power whatever, that ikall in any cafe interfere 
with, or in an^ manner controul th^ .right of confcience, in the 
f^e exercife of religious worfhip. 

3. That all per fans profeifing the chriflian religion, ought for 
ever to enjoy equal rights and privileges in this ftate, unlefs under 
colour of religioin any mai) difturb ^he peace, the happinefs, or 
fafety of fotiety. 

4« That the people of tl\isilate have the fole, excluGve, and 
inherent right of governing and regulating the internal police of 
the fame. 

5. That perfons intrufied with the legiflative and executive 
powesrs are the ^ri^Qees aad. fervants cf thb public, and as fuch ac- 
countable for their conduct -, wherefore, whenever the ends of 
government are perverted, and public liberty manifedly endan- 
gered by t^e iQgiflatiye fingly, or a treacherous combination 
of both, the people m^y, and of right ought to eftablifli a new, 

• orfcform tb^o]d|;oyernnient. \r 

6. That the right in the people to participate in the legiflature^ 
is the foundation of liberty and 0/ all free government, and for 
this end all elefiions ought to.bc free, and frequent, and every 
freeman hsTving fufficient evidence o( a permanent common int^reft 
with^and attachn^ent to the community, hath a right of fuffrage* 

j0 That nopower of fufpending Jaws, or the execution of laws, 
pught .tp ,be. exercifed unlefs by the J^giflature. 

8. That for redrefs of grievances, 'and for amending an4 
ilreogtbening of ^he laws, the leyiflature ought ^p be frequently 

coiivened. 

9. That every man hath a right ..td petition the [egiflature for 
the redrefs ^f grievances, in a peaceuble and orderly manner. 

N ic.'Tha 
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io< That every member of fociety hath a right to be proteAed 
in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and therefore is 
bound tQ contribute his proportion towards the expetice of that 
protection, and yield his perfqnai fervic^ when neceflary, or an 
equivalent thereto ; but no part of a man's property can be juftly 
taicen from him, or applied topublic ufes M^ithout his own coir-* 
fent, or that of his legal reprefentatives : Korean any man that 
is confcientioufly fcrupuloys of bearing arms in. any cafe, b^ juftly 
compiled thereto, if he will pay fych equivalent. 

11. That retrofpe£live laws punifhing offences committed be* 
fore the exigence of fuch Iaw$j are . opprei&ye and unjuft; and 
ought not to be made. ' 

12. That every freeman, for every injury done him in his 
goods, lands, or perfon, by any other perfon, ought to have remedy 
by the coiirfe of the law of the land, and ought to have juftice 
atid right for the injury done to him, freely without fale, fully 
without any denial, and fpeedily without delay, according ta the 
law of the land. 

1 3. That trial by jury of fjifts where they ar ife, is one of the 
greaieft fecuritiesof the lives, liberties, and eftates of the people. 

14. That in all profecutions for criminal bffirnces, every mail 
h^th a right to be informed of the accufation s^gainft hi^t tobe 
allowed counfel, to be confronted with the actufers or witneffes, 
to examine evidence on oath in his favour, and to a fpeedy trial, by 
ail impartial jury, without wfaofe unanimgtts confent he ought 
not to be found guilty, • , • 

15. That no man in the courts of common law ought tobe 
compelled to give Evidence againft himfelf. 

16. That exceiSve bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive 
fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual punilhments infliiiled. * 

17* That all warrants without oath to fcatch fufpeded places, 
or to feize any perfon or his property, are grievous and opprefive; 
and all general warrants to fesirchfufpedled places, or to apprehend 
all perfons fufpeded, without naming or defcribing the place or 
any perfoti in Tpecial, are illegal, and oughf not to be granted. 

18.. That a well regulated militia is the proper, natural, and 
fafe defence of a free government. 

19. That landing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought 
not to be raifed or Icept up without the confent of thejegiflature. 

20. That in all cafes and at all times the military ought to be 
Under ftridfubordination to, snd governed by the civil power. 

21. That no foldier ought to be quartered in any houfe in 
time of peace, without the confent of the owner ; and in timt of 
war inYuch manner only as the legiflature (hall dired^. 

22. That the independency and uprighthefs of judges are ef- 
fential to the impartial adminiftration of juftice, and a great 
fecurity to the rights and liberties of the peopled 

23. Tiat* the liberty of the prcft ought to be inviolably 
prefcrved. 3 - .. 7hf 



i 9^ ) 

r*if C O N S T I T U T I O N, «r Syftem of Govcrnwnt, agrtid 

' to and rtfolved ttpon hy the Rifrefentailvts in full C owrtNTio N 9f 

the Dchyrzrc Stsitt^ /ormtrfy JlHtdf The Government of the 

Counties of Ncwcaftle, Kent, and'Suflex, upon. Del a ware; 

* the faid Rtprefintativis being chrfin by tht Freeman of, the /aid 
State for that e^prefi Purpofe. 

i. Tp HE government of the counties of Newcaflle» Kent and 
A SuUcx,.upon Delaware, {hall hereafter in all public and 
other writings be called, Ike Delaware State^ 
^ 2. The legiflaturc Qiall be formed of two diftin A branches r 
They (hall meet once or oftener in eirery year, and fhall be called^ 
The General JJenihly of 'Delaware. - ^ .*.... 

3. One of the branches of the legiflature fiiall be called, The 
JJbufe of AJembfyj and fhall conftft of (even reprefemAtivcfi to be 
choien for each county annually, of foch perfohs as -ar^ free^ 
holders of the famb. 

4. The other branch (hall be called. The Council^ and confift 
of nine members ; three to be choTeri for each county at the time 
of the iirft el^dion of the a(rembly, who fiiall be freeholders of 
the county for which they are cho^n, and be upward'S of twenty- 
five years of age. At the end of one year after the general deftiorf, 
the councillor who had the fmalleit number of votes in each 
county (hall be' difplaced, and the vacancies thereby occafioned 
fupplied by the freemen of each cetinty choofing the fame or 
another perfon at* a new eledtion in ntanher aforefaid* Ac the 
end of two years after the firft general election, the couneiilor who 
ilood' fecond in dumber, of votes in each county (hall be difplaced^ 
and the vacancies' thereby occafioned fupplied by anewelciSion 
in manner aforefaid. And at the end eif three years from the firft 
genq-al eleftiori, t^'e councillor who had the greatell number of 
Vores in each coenty fliall be difplaced, and the vacancies there* 
by occafioned fuj^plicd by a new eJedtton in manner aforefaid. 
And this rotation of a councillor being difplaced at the end of 
three vears in each county, and his office fupplied by a new choice, 
ihali DC continued afterwards in due drder annually forever, 
whereby, after the firft general eleiStion, a councillor will remain 
intrtfft for three years from the time of hiit being eleSled, and a 
cpuncillor will be difplaced, and the fume or another choien ia 
each county at cVery ele£tion, 

5. The right of (tjffrage in the el^oniof membei'S for both 
houfes fiiall remain as exercifed by law at prefent ; and^ach houfe 
(hal) chioofe its own fpeaker> appoint tts^own officers, judge of 
ihe (jualifications and elections of its own members, fettle its own 

N> rulei 
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rules pf proceeding, and dirciS writs of eleftion for fupplying in- 
CermediatiK vacancfes. Titty may al fo fe verafl ly expel any of their 
■own members for milbehaviottr) but liot a k^nd time in the (ame 
fcilBons for t))e fame offence, |f re-ele6led j, a^nd they (hall have 
all other powers neccffary. for the Icjjiilature of a free and indc- 
'pendent ftate. . ' - ' '■ ■<• 

6. Allnidiiey-billsfertfcer^gjporttifgoyeo^mentlbaU^ 

in the houfe of affembly, and may be altered, amended or rejected 
hy the legiflativc council. AlJ other bills and ordinances may 
take rift' in ^he bOttfe. of afi^bly, or Jegiilative council, and 
may.be alt^ffd, amended or rejected by either^ • . . \ " 

7. A prefidcnt or cfei^f magiftj:ate fliall be chpfen by joint baUot 
:0f bolib-^houffS^ to beital^en in the h4»ufe of a^c;mbly, and the ^ox 
^ainin^Ld .by, :tbs ipcakers of each houie in the prefencft of the 
other members j and in cafe the numbersjc^t|)c two hlgbeft m 
yfOtt^ihpitlA be ecfHa}^ •the»^he'fpe^ec4>fr,the counjcil ihalf have 
aki addkicMialcafl;ingyoiQe,,^qd thp appoantment of the perfon 
11^9 4i]^ibe major ity^-of votes, fhall be enteixi. at large ^fl,Ui9 
minutes and journals of each noufe, and a copy thereof on parcli- 
jlnent, terii^ed ai^d %l*ed hy the fpeakers refpeAively, and feakcJ 
witbchegr^atfeal ^£^thq,<l%f(?i,.whi^h they , are hereby authorifed 
'ili> ^i&Kii:(h9H be jdeliyer.e4 t'O ^cbe perfon (b cboien prefideQtf.wbo 
ihall coiuinNiie in th»t office^ three years, a^d:^^i}til the fitting p/ 
ibe next gcifieral aflem^bly -and .no longer, nor be eligible.untlLthe 
ea^piratiofi ,of three> years laftqr he ^all jhajV^ bfi^n out of that oF- 
ifico* .Aju adequate .b:iH.,li;(oderate falary flialj be fettled on him 
•diirjng'hifi continuance in ^c?, . Heipi^y 4rV?y for fuch fums of 
inoney aslihall be appfoprj^at^d by the general aiTcmbly, and beac- 
.coimi^bk'Co them for the. £a(qoe j he may, by apd with the advice 
j6f the :pr i yy counc ii , Uy- ei^bargoes • or proiublt the. exgor ta tioa 
lof any oormmodiey for any time not exceed jj^^t^i^rty days, i^i^^bj? 
irccefs- of tbd geneiral afieii^bfy.^o heihall baye t.b^ power of gr^iug 
p^vd^aoT reprieves, except where; rche.pr^fecj^i^ion flidlber^arried 
on ..by the 'houfe of aflembly, or ih<^ -law ihall other wife di|^6l, in 
.whteb cafes- no pardon- or rcprlcve.fhall be.^gran^^d, but; \>y a r^^ 
Yolwof 'thte. bou/c of aflen^bly; and:>^ay eixercife^ll thp other 
,execdthve powers! of govcrnniient, Ijolited ^n4 rellraj^ed aslpy this 
\poniiiitUti9n-is mentioned, 9Dd.acGordmgfp^tl^e<law^ of thefi^te, 
<Andxinhrs death, inability^ or abfenceifroit^.fihi^.iiiat^ the fpeaket 
T>ftifs legiflativc coundJt ftxs (he timfe beinj: i^lbe vi^c^praAdent j 
land in cafe of his deat^hf M'4i4biiii;y^ or abfen^e if/om the l^ate^'t^/i^ 
fpeakerof the houfe of affembly Ibai4,hay«*the^p9wers of a.prcli'r 
defri^iai)t;ilii^neW'n0mini^it>n i6'm9ide*b^.lt\e genQraliafTembi^ 

f 8;" A'prlwy-council fouikfting c( four 4Tii9jg[it)efsJ(hall.be chofen 
'byballdtycwo by tha^legiihiivc council;! ^n^twoby thehA"/!^ P^ 
oflemMy:: Prov.idedv that no regular o^c^r ^f the^rn^y :or i^avy iri 
iht fervice and pay of the (jontjnept, or of this, or of any bther 

ftatc 
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ftate Biall be eligible. And a member of the leglflative, council 
or of the houfe of affembly being cfiofen of the privy-council, 
and accepting thereof, fliall thereby lofe his feat. Three mem- 
bers {hall be a quorum, and their advice and proceeCii^gs lliall be 
entered on record, and figned by the members prefent, (to any 
part of which any member may enter his diffent) to be laid before 
the general aJTembly, when called for by them. Two members 
(hall be removed by ballot, one by thelegiflitive council, and one 
by the, houfe of aflembly, at the end of two years, and thofe who 
remain the next year after, who fliall feverally be ineligible for the 
three hext years. Thefe vacancies, as well as thofe occafioned , 
by death or incapacity, (hall be fupplied by new e!c6tions in the 
fame manner. And this rotation of a privy-councillor fliall be 
continued aft^wards in due order annually for ever. Thfi 
prefideht rpay Ky fummons convene the privy-council -M any time 
when the public exigencies may require, and at fuch place as he 
IhaTI tlifnk moft convement, when and' where they are to attend 
accordi!ngly. • . 

9. The prcfidcrit, with the advice and confent of theprivv- 
couiicil, may -embody the militia, and aft as cap'.ain-gejieia! and 
conimander in chief of them, and the other military force of this 
ftate, under the laws of the fame. 

lb. Eiihcr houfe of the general aflembly may adjourn them*. 
felvesT^fpeftively. The preudent fiiAll not prorogue, adjourn, 
or diflblve the general aflembly, but he may, with the advice of 
the privy-council, or on the application of a majority of either 
houfe, call them before the time to which they fliall (land ad- 
journed,; and the tvvo houfes fliall always fit at the fame time and 
place,' for which purpofe immediately' afttr every adjournment, 
the fpealcer of the houfe of aflcipbly fliall giye notice to the fpeakcr 
of the other houfe of the time to which the houfe of aflembly 
{lands adjourned. , . , * . 

ij. I'he delegates for Delaware to the congrefs of the united 

ftat/,s of America, fliall bechofcn annually, or fuperfeded in the 

, mean time, by joint ballot of both houfes in the g'^ni ral aiTembly, 

12.. The pi-efident and.gf^neral alTerpbly (Hall by joint baHot ap- 
point three jufl:ices of the fupreme court for the flate, on:' 0/ 
|yhotfl;fliall be chief-juftici", ai^d a. judge of admiralty, and alfo 




c 

additioiial cafting vorrce) to. be commifligried by the prefident 
under the great feal, who fliall continue in office during good be- 
haviour ; and during the. time the juftices of the faid fuprera* 
court and courts of common-pleas remain inioffice, they fliall hold 
none other.except in the miliiia ; any one of the juftices of either 
of faid courts fliall have power in cafe of the non-coming of hig 

brethren 
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brethren, to open an(| adjourh the court. An adequate, fixed, 
but moderate falary fhall be fettled on them during their con- 
tinuance in office, . The pre'fident and privy council mall appoint 
the fecretary, the attorney- general., rcgifters'fof the probate of 
wilh, and granting letters of adminiftration, regifters in chancery, 
clerks of the courts of common-pleas and orphans courts, and 
clerks of the peace, who fliall ^bc commiffioned as aforefaid, 
;ind remain in office during five years, if they behave themfelves 
well ; during which time the faid regifters in chancery and clerks 
Ihall ilot be juftices of either of the faidcourts of which'they are 
officers, but they (hall have authority to fign all writs by them 
iffued, and take recognizances of bail. The juftices of the peace 
fhall be nominated by the houfe of affembly, that is to fay. They 
ihall name twenty-fgur perfons for each county, of whom the 
prefident,^with the approbation of the privy-council, Ihall appoint 
twelve, v/ho (hall be commiffioned as aforefaid, and continue in 
office during feven years, if they behave themfelves wellj and in 
cafe of vacancies, or if the legiflature (hall think proper to in- 
creafe the number, they (hall be nomihated and appointed in like 
manner. The members of the legiflative and privy council? 
fhiall be juftices of the peace for the whole ftate, during their 
continuance in truft; and the juftices of the courts of common* 
pleas (hall be confervators of the peace in their refpedive counties. 

13. The juftices of the courts of common-pleas arid orphans 
courts (hall have the power of holding inferior courts of chancery 
as heretofore", unlefs the legiflature fhall otherwife direft. 

14. The clerks of the fupreme court fhall be appointed by 
the chief jufticc thereof, and the recorders of deeds by the juftices 
of the courts of common-pleas for each county feverally, and 
commiffioned by the prefident under the great fcal, and continue 
in office five years, if they behave themfelves well. 

15. The (heriffs and coroners of the refpeSive counties (hall 
be chofen annually as heretofore j and any perfon having ferved 
three. years as (herifF, (hall be ineligible for three years after j and 
the prefident and privy-council fiball have the appointment of 
fuch of the two candidates returned for the faid offices of (heriffs 
and coroners, as they (liall think beft qualified, in the fame; man- 
ner that the governor heretofore enjoyed this power. 

16. The general afTembly by joint ballot (hall appoint the 
generals and field-officers, and all other officers in the arm^ or 
navy of this ftate. And the prefident may appoint during 
pleafure, until otherwife diredled by the legiflature, all necefl!ary 
civil officers not herein before- mentioned. . 

17; There (hall be an appeal from the fuprenlcf court of 
Delaware in matters of law and equity, to a court of feven perfons, 
to confift of the prefident for tbe timf being, who (half prefide 
therein, and fix others, to be appointed, three by the legiflative 

council, 
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council, and three by the houfe of aflembly, who (hall continne in 
office during good behaviour, and be commiffioned by the preii- 
dent under the great feal ; which court ihall be ftyled, Th Court 
tf Appecdiy and have all the authority and powers heretofore given 
oy law in the I aft refort to the king in council, undertheold 
government. The lecretary (hall be the clerk of this court, and 
vacancies therein occafioned by death or incapacity, fhall be fujH 
plied by new ele£tions in manner aforefaid. 

i8. The juftices of the fupreme court and courts of commcMi- 
pleas, the members of the privy-council, the fecretary, the 
truilees of the loan-office, and clerks of the courts of common-* 
pleas, during their continuance in office, and all perfons con« 
cerned in any army or navy contrads, (hall be ineligible to either 
houfe of aifembly ; and any member of either houfe accepting of 
any other of the offices herein before mentioned (excepting the 
office of a juftice of the peace) fhall have his feat thereby vacated, 
and a new election (hall be orJexeJ. 

19. The iegiflatlve council and affembly fhall have tbepower 
of making the great feal of this ftate, which (hall be kept by 
the prefident, or in his abfence by the vice-prefident, to be ufed 
by them as occafion may require. It (hull be called. The Great 
Seel^f tke Delaware Siate^ and fhall be affixed to all laws and 
commiffions. . 

^o* Commiffions fhall run in the name of The Delaw.^re Siatty 
and bear tefl by the prefidcnt. ,Writs fhall run" in the fame man- 
ner, and bear tcft in the name of the chief juftice, or Juftice firft 
named in the commiffions for the fevcral courts, ancf be fealed 
with the public feals of fuch courts. Indidmcnts fhall conclude, 
Againft the peace and dignity of thejhte. 

21. In cafe of vacancy or the offices above dircfted to be filled 
by the prefident and general aflembly, the prefldent and privy- 
council may appoint others in their ftead, until there fhall be a 
new ele<3ion. 

22. Every perfpn who fhall be chofen a member of either 
houfe, or appointed to any office or place of truft, before taking 
his feat, or entering upon the execution of his office, fhall take 
^he following oath, or affirmation iff confcientiouAy fcriipulous 
of taking an oath, to wit^ 

'^ I, A. B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware State, fub«- 
mit to its conftitution and laws, and do no a£l wittingly whereby 
the freedom thereof may be prejudiced/' 

And alfo make and fubfcribe the following declaraiion, to wit, 

" I, A. B.do profefs faith in God the Father, and in Jcfus 
^Chrift his only Son, and the Holy Ghoft, one God, bleffed for 
evermore ; and I do acknowledge the holy fcriptures of the OI4 
and New Teftament to be given by divine infpiration." 

And all officers fhall alfo take an oath of office* 

23. The 
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ij. The preddeht when he is out of office, and within eigh- 
teen months after, and. all others, oftendin^ againft the ftate, either 
hf* naal-adm in ligation, corruption, or other means, by which 
the fafcty of the coipmonweaUh may be-endangered, within ergh-* 
teen months after the ofFence committed, (hall be impeachable by 
t^e houfe of aflembly before the legiflative council ; fueh im- 
peachment to be profecuted by the attorney-general, or fuch 
other perfon or perfons ast'he houfe of afTembly may appoint, 
acc<yrding to the iavv^ of the land. . If found guilty, he or they 
fl>all be either forever di fabled to held any office under govet n- 
menty or removed from 'office pr9 temp<ire^ or fubjeAcd to fwcK 
pains anti penalties as the laws fhall dire£^. And all officers 
&all be removed on convidiion of mifbehaviour at 'common 
lai^, or pn impeachment, or upon the addrefs of the general 
affcmbly* 

24. All ads of aflcmbly in force in this ftate on the fifteenth 
day of May laft. (and not hereby altered, or contrary to the refo- 
lutions of congrcfs, or of tbelate houfe of aflembly of thisftate) 
ihall fo continue until altered or repealed by the legiflature of this 
ftate, unlefs where they are temporary, in which cafe they ihall 
expire at the times refpeflivcly limited for their duration. 

25. The common law of England, as well as fo muck of 'the 
ftatute law as have been heretofore adopted in pra6tice tn this 
ilate, ihal2 remain in force, unlefs they (hall be altered by a fu- . 
ture.lawof the legiflature j fuch parts only excepted as are re- 
pugnant to the rightis and privileges contained in this c6nftitu-> 
tion and the declaration of rights, ^c. agreed to by' this con- 
vention. 

26. No perfon hereafter imported into this ftate from Africa 
ought to be held in flavery under any pretence whatever, and no 
negro, Indian, or mulatto (Tave, ought to be brought into this 
(^ate for fale from any part of the world. 

27* Thefirft election for -the general aflcmbly of this ftate fliall 
be held on the twenty-ftrft day of Oftober next, at the court 
houfes in the feveral counties, in the manner heretofore ufed in 
the eleAion of the aflembly, except as to choice of infpeSors and 
afleflbrs, where afleflbrs bav^not been chofen on thefixteenth day 
of September infl^ant, which (hall be made on the morning of the 
day of election, by the electors, inhabitants of the refpefiive 
hundreds in each county ; at which time the (herifFs and coro- 
ners for the faid codnties refpe6lively are to be eleSed ; and th* 
prefent fberifFs of the counties of Nev/caftle and Kent may be 
re-chofen to that office until the firft day of Oftober in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand (^\tn hundred and fevcnty-nine, and 
the prefent (hcriff for the county of Suflex may be re-chofen to 
that office until the firft day of Oftober in the year of our Lor^ 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight, provided the 
irecmen think proper to re-eleiSl them at every general election ; 

and 
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and the prefent flierlfFs and coroners rcfpeflively Ihall continue to 
exercife their offices as heretofore, until the fheriiFs and coroners 
to be eled^ed on the iaid twenty-firft day of Oftober fhall be 
commiffioned and fworn into office. The members of the Ic- 
glflative council and aflembly fhall meet for tranfacSing the bufi« 
nefs of the ftate on the Iwenty-eighlh'day" of OftobeJ: next, an4 
continue in office until the firft day of October which will be in 
the year one thpufj^nd /eyren hundred ao<Jfeventy-feven ; on whic^ 
day, ^and on the firft d^ay or O<^iober in each year forever after, 
the legtflative council, affembly, fherifFs, and coroners, /hall 
be chofen by ballol. in manner dtre£led by the feveral laws of 
this ftate, for regulating eleftipns qf n),embers of ^flimbly, 
and iherifFs and xroroners ; and the general aftembly (hall meet 
on the twentieth dav of the fame month, for tranfadiing the 
-bufinefs of the ftate j and if any of the faid firft and twentieth 
^ays of Odober ib0u4d be Sunday, then, and in fuch cafe, the 
^ledions fliall be held and the general affembly meet the next day 
foHow4 ng. 

28: To prevent any violence or force being ufed at the fafd 
clecStions, no perforis ihall come armed to an.y of them ; and n.o 
mufter of the ixiilitia fhall be made on that day, nor fball any 
battalion or company' give in their votes immediately fucceeding 
each other, if 'any other voter who offers to vote objects thereto^ 
nor fball any battalion or company in the pay of the continent, 
or of this or any other ftate, be fuffered to remain at the time ani 
place of holding the* fdid eleftions^ nor within one mile of th^ 
faid places.rcfpe«ivfly, for. twenty- fours before the opening faid 
eleftions, nor within twenty-four hours. after the fame aifecTofed, 
ib as in any manner to impede the freely and conveniently carry- 
ing on the faid ele^iofi : Provided always, that every eleftor 
may in a peaceable and orderly manner give in his vote on the 
-faid day of elefl'ion. 

29. There fhall be no eftablifliment of any one religious feft 
-in this ftate in preference to another ; and no clergyman or 

preacher 6f the gofpel of any denomination fhall be Capable of 
-holding any civil office in. this ftate, or of being a member of 
^either of the branches of the legiflature, while they continue in 
'the exercife of the pailoral funftion. 

30. No article of the declaration of rights and fundamental 
*r\3&so{ this fiare, agreed to by this convention, nor the firft, fe- 
cond, fifth (except that part thereof that relates to the righc of 
fuffrage), twenty- fiXth and twenty-ninth articles of this canfti> 
tution, ought ever -to he violated on any pretence wharever. N;) 
other part of this conftltution fhall be altered, change^ or dim i- 
nifhed) without the con fen t of five parts in {even or tiie "affem- 
bly, and fevco membeps pf the legiflaiive council. 

Friday J September 20, 1776. ' '^^- 
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A Declaration of Rights and the CONSTITUTION 

and Form of Government agreed t9 by the Delegates of 
Maryland, in free and full CosvEUTiou ajimiled* 

A DECLARATION df RIGHTS, &c. 

THE parliament of Great Britain, by a declaratory ad, hav- 
ing affumed a right to make laws to bind, the colonies in all 
cafes whatfoever, and in purfuance of fuch claim endeavoured by 
force of arms to fubjugate the united colonies to an unconditional 
fubmilBon to their will and power, and having at length con- 
itrained them to declai:e tjiemfelves independent ftates, and to af- 
fume government under the authority of the people : Therefore, 
*we, the delegates of Maryland, in free and full convention afliem- 
bled, taking into pur itioA ferious confideration th;f beft means of 
eftablifhing a good CQnftitution in this ftate^ for the fure founda« 
tion and more permanent fecurity thereof, declare^ 

1. That all government of right originates from the people, is 
founded in compa£t only, and inftituted folely for the good of the 
whole. 

2. That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole iand ex- 
clufive right of regulating the internal government and police 
thereof^ 

3. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the com- 
mon law of £n]|land, and the trial by jury according to the courfe 
of th^t law, and to the benefit of fuch of the EngJifh ftatutes as 
exifted at the time of their, firft emigration, and which by expe- 
rience have been found applicable to their local and other circum- 
ftances, and of fuch others as have been fince made in England, 
or Great-Britarn, and have been introduced, ufed, and praSifed, 
by the courts of law or equity ; and alfo to all a£ts of afiembly 
in force on the firAof June feventeen hundred and fcventy-fouY, 
except fuch as may have fince expired, or have been, or may be 
altered by ads of convention, or this declaration of rights, fub- 
je<Sl neverthelefs to the revifion of, and amendment or repeal 
by, the legiflature of this ftate ^ and the inhabitants of Mary- 
land are alfo entitled' to all property derived to them from or un- 
der the charter granted by his Majefty Charles I« to Caecilius 
Caiverti baron of Baltimore. 

3 4. That 
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4. That all pcrfons invefted with the legiflative or executive 
powers of government are the truftees of the public, and as fuch 
accountable for their conduft; wherefore, whenever the ends of 
government are perverted, and public liberty manifeftly endan- 
gered, and all other means of redrefs are inefFeiElual, the people 
may, and of right ought to reform the old or eftablifti a new 
government; the dodtrine of non-refiftance againit arbitrary 
power and bppreffibn. is abfurd, flavifh, and deftru<Slive of the 
good and happinefs of mankind. - 

5. That the right in the people to participate in the legiflature 
is the beft (ecurity of liberty, and the foundation of all free go- 
vernment; for this purpofe, eleftions ought to be free and fre- 
quent, and every man having property in, a common intereft 
with, and attachment to the <;pmmunity, ought to have a right of 
foffragc. 

6. That the legiflative, executive, and judicial powers of go. ^ 
vernment, ought to be forever feparate and diftindl from each 
othen 

7. That no power of fufpending laws, or the execution of 
laws* unlefs by, or derived from the legiflature^ ought to be ex- 
erciied or allowed. 

8. That freedom of fpeech and* debates, or proceedings in the 
legiflature, ought not to be impeached in any other court of ju* 
dicature. » 

9. That a place for the meeting of the legiflature ought to 
be fixed, the mofl: convenient to the members thereof, and to the 
depofitory of public records, and the legiflature ought not to be 
convened or held at any other place, but from evident necefRty. 

10. That for redrefs of grievances, and for amending, 
ftrengthening and preferving the laws, the legiflature ought to be 
frequently convened. 

11. That every man hath a right to petition the legiflature 
for the redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly man* 
ner. . 

J2. That no aid^ charge, tax, fee or fees, ought to be fet,' 
rated, or levied, under any pretence, without confcnt of the le- 
giflature. 

13. That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and oppref- 
iive, and ought to be aboliflied ; that paupers ought not to be af- 
fcflcd for the fupport of government, but every other perfon in 
the ftate ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes for 
the fupport of government, according to his aftual worth in real' 
or perfonal property within the fl:ate ; yet finey, duties, or taxes, 
may properly and juflly be impofed or laid with a political view 
for the good government and benefit of the community. 

14. That fanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as is 
cniUtent with the fafety of the ftatCi ^^^ no law to infill 

O 2 cruel 
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cruel and unufual pains and penalties ought to be made m any 
cafe> or at any time hereafter. 

15. That retrofpedlive laws, puniHiing fafts committed before 
the exiftence of fuch laws, and by them only declared criminal, 
are oppreffive, unjuft, and incompatible with, liberty^ wherefore 
no fx foft fa£io law ought to be made^ 

16. That no law to attaint partlcuLir perfons of treafon .or fe- 
lony ought to be made in any cafe, or any time hereafter. 

17. That every freeman, for any injury done him in his per- 
fon or property, ought to have remedy by the courfe of thtr law 
of the land, and ought to have juftice and right, freely withpiit 
fale, fully without any denial, and fpeedily without delay^ ac-r 
cording to the law of the land, 

l8« That the trul of fads where they arife, is one of the 
greateft fecurities of the lives, liberties, and eflates of the people, 

19. Thatfin all criminal profecutions, every hian hath aright to 
be informed of the accufation againft him, to have a copy of the 
indictment or charge in due tirne (if required) to prepare for his . 
defence, to be allovved counfel^ to be confronted with the wit-? 
nefles againft him, to have procefs for his witneiTes,* to examine • 
the witnefTes for and againft him on oath, and to a fpeedy trial 
by an impartial jury, without whofe unanimous cohfent he ought 
lioC'to be found guilty. 

20- That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence a- 
gainft himfelf in a cqurt of common law, or in any other court, 
but in fuch cafes as have bepn ufually praflifed in this ftate, or- 
may hereafter be direfted by the legiflature. 

21. That no freeman ought to be taken or Ipriprifbned, or dif^ 
feifed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, cr outlawed, or 

• exiled, or in any irtanner deftroyed; of deprived of bis life, li-^- 
bertyVor property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the. 
I^w of the land. 

22. That exccffive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive 
fines impofed, nor cruel or upufual punifbnicnts inflidcd by the, 
courts of lawt 

23. That all warrants without oath or affirmation, to fearchh 
fufpefled places, or to feizc any perf6n or property, are grievoms 
and oppreffive ; and all general wari'ants to fearcb fufpeiftcd 
places, or to apprehend lufpedted perfons, without naming op 
defcribing the place, or the perfon in fpecial, arc illegal, and 
ought not to be granted. 

24. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any, part of the 
cftate of any perfon for any crime, except murder, or treafon a- 
gainft the (late, and then only on convidion and attainder. 

25. That a wejl regulated roiliti?| is the proper and natural 
Offence pf a free government 






CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. lai 

< 

26* .That {landing armies gr« dangerous to lil^erty, and oQght 
pot to be r^ifed or kept without con^nt of the legiflature* 
. %j. ThaC'iii all cafes and at all tinoes the otilitary ought to 
be under ftficl fubardioation co^ and controul of the civil 
power. 

28. That no foldier ought to be quartered in any houfe in 
time of peace, without • -the confent of the owner; and in lime 
of war, in fuch manner only as the legiflature (hall dired. 

29* That no perfon^ except regular foldiers, marinerS| and 
marines in the fervice of this/iate, or militia when in adtual fer- 
viqe, ought in any cafe to be fubjedl to^.or puni(hable by, niar«* 
tial law% 

30. That the independency and uprightnefs of judges ate efiea* 
tial te the impartial adminiflration of juftice^ and a ^reat fecu-^ 
xity to the rights and liberties of the people ; wherefore the chan- 
ceUor and judges ought to hold comiliiiEons during good beha* 
viour, and the faid chancellor and judges (hall be removed for 
mi/behaviour, on conviction in a court of law, and tutj be re* 
moved by the goverr.or upon the addrefs df the gencra^ afiiembly^ 
provided that c^o-thirds of all the member^.of each houfe. con* 
pur in fuch addrefs. That falaries liberal but not profufe ought 
to be fecured to the chancellor and the judges during the conti'^ 
nuance of their commiffions, in fuch manner and at fuch time$ 
as the legiflature ihall hereafter dired, upon confideration of the 
circumftances of this ftate : No chancellor or judge ought to 
hold any other office, civi^l or military, or receive fees or perqui-* 
fites of any kind. 

3^. That a long continuance in the fird executive depart* 
ments of power or truft is dangerous to liberty, a rotation there- 
fore in thofe departments is one or' the beft fecurities of p'ermu* 
xient freedom. 

32. That no perfoo ought to hold at the fame time more than 
one office of profit, nor ought any perfon in public trutl to re-* 
ceive any prefent from any foreign prince or ftate, or from th« 
united ftates, or any of thqm^ without the approbation of thia 
|late, . ^ . ' 

33. That as it is the duty of every man' to worihrp God in 
fucn manner as h« thinks moft acceptable to him, all perfons 
profeffing the chriftian religion ar^ equally entitled to-pro(e£lton 
in their religious liberty ; wherefore no perfon ougnt by any 
jaw to be molefted in his perfon or eftate, on Account of hi^ re<- 
iigious perfuafion or profeffion, or for his religious pra£ttci6, un** 
iefs under colour of religion, any man fliall difturb the good of*- 
^6r, peace, or fafety df the ftate, or fhaii infringe thtl iaWs of 
morality, or injure others in their natural, civil, ot f^Ugfoui^ 
rights; nor ought any perfon to be compelled to fra^uelit or 
Diaii^tain^ o; contributei unlefs pA contra<A| (g maiiitain. 9ncy P^'r 

tidilar 
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trcular place of worfliip; or any particular tniniftry ; yet the Ie« 
giflature may in their difcretion hy a general and equal tax for the 
fuppbrt of the chriftian religion ; leaving to each individual the 
power of appointing the payment over of the money colleded 
from him» to the fupport of any particular place of worfbip or 
minifter, or for the benefit of the poor of his own denomination, 
qr the poor in general of any particular county ; but the churches, 
chapels, glebes, and all other property now belonging^ to the 
church of England, ought to remain to the church of England^ 
for ever. And all afts of aflembly lately ^aiTed for coHefting 
monies for building or repairing particular churches or chapels 
of eafe, (hall continue in force and be executed, unlefs the legi- 
fiature ihall by a£l fuperfede or repeal the fame ; but ho county 
court ihall aflefs any quantity of tobacco or fum of money here* 
after, on the application of any veftry-men or church-wardens ; 
md every incumbent of the church of England, who hath re- 
mained in his pariifa, and performed his duty, (hall be entitled to 
jreceive the provision and fupport eftabliflied by the a£l, entitled^ 
, «* An ad for the fupport of the clergy of the church of England 
in this province," till the November court of this prefent year; 
to be held for the county in which his parifib fball lie, or partly 
]ie, or for fuch time as he hath remained in his pariih and 'per- 
formed his duty. 

34. Thiit every gift, falc, or devife of lands to any minifter, 
public teacher or preacher of the gofpcl, as fuch, or to any re- 
ligious fed, order, or denomination, or to, or for the fupport, 
life, or benefit of, or in truft for> an^y minifler, public teacher, or 
preacher of the gofpel, as fuch, or any religious fed, order, 01; 
ilenominatid)! ; and every gift or fale of goods or chattels to go 
in fucceffion, or to take place after the death of the feller or do- 
nor, or to or for fuch fupport, ufe or benefit ; and alfo every de- 
vife of goods or chattels to, or for the fupport, ufe, or benefit of 
any minifler, public teacher, or preacher of the gofpe], as fuch, 
or any religious fed, order, or denomination, without the leave 
of the legislature, fliall be void ; except always any fale, gift, 
Jeafe or devife of any quantitv of land not exceeding two acres, 
for a church, meeting, or other houfe of 'worfhip, and for a bu« 

- lying ground, which (hall be improved, enjoyed, or u fed only 
for fuch purpofe, or fuch fale, gift, leafe, or devife, fliall be 
void. 

35. Tliat no other teft or qualification ought to be required 
on admiffion to any office of truft or profit, than fuch oath of 
fupport and fidelity to this flate, and fuch oath of office as (hall 
be direded by this convention, or the legiflature of this ftate, 
and a declaration of a belief in the chriftian religion. - 

36. That the manner of adminiilering an oath to any perfon, 
ought to be fuch aa tbofc of the religious perfuafion, profeffion, 

or 
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or denomination, of which fuch perfon is one, generally efteem 
the moil efFeflual confirmation by the atteftation of the Divine 
Beibg. And that the. people called Qjiakers, thofe called Dun- 
kers, and thofe called* Menonifls, holding i{ unlawful to take an 
oath 6n any occafion, ought to be allowed to make their folema 
affirmation in the manner that Q^iakers have been heretofore al- 
lowed to affirm, and to be of the fame avail as an oath in all fuch 
cafes, as the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and ac- 
cepted within this ft ate, inftead of an oath. And further, on fuch 
affirmation, warrants to fearch for ilolen goods, or for the ap- 
prehenfion or commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or 
fecurity for the peace awarded, and Qi^iakers, Dunkers, or Me* 
jionifls, oiight alfo, on their folemn affirmation as aforefaid, to 
be admitted as witnefTes in all criminal cafes not capital. 

37. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its rights, 
privileges, and benefits, agreeable to its charter, and the aSs of 
aflembfy confirming and regulating the fame, fubjed ncverthe- 
lefs to luch alterations as may^ be made by this convention or 
any future legiflature. 

38. That uie liberty ^of the prefs ought to be inviolably pre* 
ferved* 

39. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the fpirit of a 
free government, and the principles of commerce, and ought not 
to be fufFercd. 

40. That no title of nubility or hereditary honours ought to 
be granted in this ftate. 

41. That the fubfiiting refolves of, this and the feveral con- 
ventions held for this colony, ought to be in force as laws, 
unlefs altered by this convention or the legiflature of this ftate. 

42. That this declaration of rights, or the form of government 
to be eflablifhed by this convention, or any part of either of 
them, ought not to be altered, changed, or abolifhed by the Ie*<> 
giflature of this ftate, but in fuch manner as this convention fhall 
prefcribe and direct- . , 

This declaration of rights was afTented to and paiTed in con* 
vention of the delegates of the freemen of Maryland, begiin^nd 
held at Annapolis the J4th day of Auguft, J. D. iTjb. 

Bf erder tftht etnvtnt'my 

MAT. TILCflMAN, Pu/tdenU 
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rhi-comTiTurioN, «k form «/ oofernment, Uc 
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f .'fTTlHAT the legiflature confift of two diftinft branches, a 
I •• fenate, and a hptifc of thelegates, which (hal] be ftfled, 
TBe' General Affembly cf Maryland. 

a. That the houfe of delegates &all be chofen in the follow^ 
ing manner: All frecmten above twenty-one years of age, having 
a freehold of fifty acres of land in the county in which they of* 
fer to vote, and refiding therein ; and all freemen hsiving pro- 
perty iVi this ftate above the value of thirty pounds current mo- 
ney, and having refided in the countyTn .which they oflFer to vote> 
on<; whole year next preceding the eledion, (hall harve a right of 
fuffraige in the election of delegates for fuch county; and all* free- 
men To qualified (haH, on the firft Monday of Oftober feven- 
tecn hundred and feventy-fcven, and on the fame day in every 
yea^ thereafter, afiemble in the counties in which they are -re- 
ipedlively qualifier] to vpte, at the court^houfe in the faid coun- 
ties^ or at fuch other place as the legiflature.fhall direA, and when 
, a(&mbled they fliall proceed to^ defl, viva voce^ four delegates 
for their rcfpeflive counties, of the moft wife, fenfible, and dif- 
crcet of the people, refidcnts in the county where they are to be 
chofen one whole year next preceding the election, above twenty^- 
one jsears of age, and having in the ftate real or perfonal property 
above the value of fivje hundred pounds current monfey, and 
u poo the final cafting of the -pells, the four perfons who'ihall 
appear to have the greateft number of legal votes, feail be de^- 
clared and returned duly elefted for their refpeflivc counties. ' 

3. That the flierifFof each county, or in cafe of ficknefSjhis 
deputy (fiimmonirtg two juftices of the county, who arc required 
tp attend for the prcfervation of the peace) fcall be the judge of 
the clcftiPn, and may adjourn fl-om day to day, if neceffary, till 
the fame bp finiljied, fo that the whole cleftion <hall be concluded 
In f6ut days; and fhgll make his return thereof, under his hand, 
to the chancellor pf this Hate for the time being. - •• ^ 

4. That all perfons, quriified by the charter of the city -of 
Annapolis to vote for burgeffes, fhall on the fame firft Monday 
of October feventeen hundreti and feventy-fcven, and on the 
fajne day^in every -y«ar .for- evs^r thereafter, elcft viva voce^ by a 
fii^jority of vptes, two delegates, qtidificd agreeable to the (aid 
charter; that the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of the faid 
city, or any three of them, be judges of the eleftion, appoint the 
place in the faid city for holding the fame, and may adjourn from 
day to day as aforefaid, and fhall make return thereof as afore- 
fapd ; but the inhabitants of the faid city (hall not be entitled to 
vote for delegates for Anne- Arundel county, unlefs they have a 
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•freehdld of fifty flcits 6f !and in tbe county, di(!tii6t from the 
xity. 

5. Th^t all perfons, inhabitants of Baltimore town, and hav- 
ing 'the fiiiiie qualifications as eledors, in the county, fhall, 6h 
the fame firft Monday in October fe^enteen hundred and fe- 
"V^nty-fcv^n, and tin tine ftrtie day in every year for ever thfcre- 
sifter, at fuch place iti the faid town as the jtidges (ball zppoitit^ 
^ItA vlira V9ce^ bya mtijority of votes, two <lelegates, qualtfidi 
%s ATorefaid ; b^t ff the ftld inhabitants of the toWn fhall fbdti^ 
"crcafc, as thattfhfe'minrbertjf Jjcrfons having a right of fuffra^ 
4hc'fd?n, fliall have beeh for *the fjjace of fevcn years fudceffivdy 
ids Aitn orrelAlf^ht rrufifibcr of voters in fbm'e one* county in 
lAtxs ^ib^te, rudi tCWh thttickfbiwattA c^afe to fend two delegates 
^dr.TepTfcfehtdtives to the houfe of delegates, ontil the laid tol^irh 
ihall \iave one half of the nanilier of voters in Tome one county 
in this ftate. 

'6. That the commiffioners of the faid town, or any thite or 
mfore of them, fdr tl^e time bcin^, %all be judges of int faid e"- 
kdion, amd tnlay adjourn ^s afoi'efaid, and mall make return 
thereof as aforefaid ; but the inhabitants of the faid town (hall hdt 
be entitled to vote for, or be eldftdd delegates for Baltimore coUD^ 
ty ; neither ttoM the inhabitant's of Baltimore county, out of tWe 
limits of Baltimore town, be entitled to vote for, or be eleded 
(ielegates for the faid town. 

* 7* That on refafal, death, disqualification, refignation, 6r*re- 
moval out of this ftate, of ahy delegate, or oh his becoming 
govjBrnor, or member of the council, a warrant of de^ion fhall 
jfiue by the Tpeaker, for the election of anotlier in his place, 6i 
which ten dajrs notice at leaft, excluding the day of notice arid 
day of election, fhall be given. 

8. That not lefs than a majority of delegates, with their 
fpcaker (to be chofen by them by oallot^ conftitute an houffe 
for the tranfaction of any bufihefs, other than that of adjourh> 
iiig. 

9. That the houfe of delegates fhall judge of the electioirs 
and qualifications of delegates. 

10. That the houfe of delegates may originate all money bills, 
propofe bills to the ibnate or i^ceivt thofe offered by that bodyV 
and aflent, diftent, ot propofe amendments ; that- ttiey may in^- 
quirc, on the oath of witnefles, into all complaints, griei^ances, 
and G^ences, as the grand inqueft of this ftate, and may cdmfmk 
atiy perfon for any crime to me public jail, thfcte to remain ttM 
he be difchatged by due courfe Of liw j they may expel any iheta^ 
ber for a great miitlemeandr, but not a fecond tirtie for the famte 
caafe; they may examine and p*fs all account^ Of thfe ftate, re-, 
lating either to the collection or expcndittifle trf" the revenue, tit 
appoint auditors tp flate and adjufl the fame; they may call for 

. P all 
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sill public or ofEcial papers apd record s, and fend for perfon^^ 
whom they may judge neceflary, in the courfe of their inquiries,, 
concerning affairs relating to the public intercft, and may direcf^ 
all office bonds (which fnall be made payable to the ftate) to be 
.fued for on any breach of duty. 

Il« That the fenate may be at full and perfe£l liberty to exer- 
cife their judgement in palling laws, and that they may not be 
compelled by the houfe of delegates either to rejedl a money bill 
.which the emergency of affairs may require, or to afTent to fome 
other zSt of legiflation, in their confcience and judgement inju- 
.rious to the public welfare; the houfe of delegates (hall not on 
.any occafion, or under any pretence, annex to, or blend with a 
money bill, any matter, claufe, or thrng, not immediately re- 
lating to,. and neceffary for the impofing, aiTefling, levying, Qr 
applying t.he taxes or fupplies, to be raifed for the fuppbrtp? go- 
vernment, or the current expences of the flate i and to prevent 
altercation about fuch bills,- it is declared, that no bill impoflng 
duties or cuftoms for the mere regulation of commerce, or in- 
^fliding fines for the reformation of morals, or to inforce the ex- 
ecution of the laws, by which an incidental revenue may arife, 
fhall be accounted a money bill ; but every bill alPfeffing, levy- 
ing or applying taxes or fupplies for the fupport of government, 
or the current expences of the ilate, or appropriating money in 
the treafury, fhail be deemed a money bill. 

t2« That the houfe of delegates may punifh, by imprifonmeht, 

any perfon who fhali be guilty of a contempt in their view, by 

any diforderly or riotous behaviour, or by threats tQ, or abufe 

of their members, or. by any obflrudtion ^o their proceedings } 

jthey may alfo punfQi, by imprifonm'ent, any perfon who (halt be 

guiky of a breach of privilege, by arrefting On civil procefs, or 

by afuulting any of their members, during their fitting, or on 

.their ^ay to, or return from the hoiife of delegates, or by any 

.^IFault of, or obflru^tion to their officers, in the execution of any 

order or procefs, or by afTaulting or obflruffting any witnefs, or 

-any other perfon, attending on, or on their way to, or from the 

hoiife, or by refcuing any perfon committed by the houfe j and 

the fenate may exej'cife the fame power, in fimilar cafes. 

13. That the treafurcrs (one for the weftern and another for 
the.eaflern fliore) and the commifKoners of the loan office may 
be appointed by the houfe of delegates during their pleafure^ and 
in cafe of refufal, death, rcdgnations, difqualification^ or removal 
put of the (lace of any of the faid commilfioners or treafurers, in 
the recefs of the general alTembly, the governor, with the advice 
of the couQcil, may appoint ana commiffion a fit and proper per* 
fon to fuch vacant office, and to hold the fame until the meeting 
of the next general aflcmbly» 

14. That 
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14.* That the fenatebe chofen in the following; n^anner : AU' 
perfons, qualified as aforefaid to vote for county delegates, fhall, 
on the firft day of September, 178I) and on the Came day in 
every fifth year for cvfer thereafter, clcd viva yocey by a majority; 
of votes, two perfons for their refpedtive counties, qualined as 
aforefaid to be eleded county delegates, to be electors of the 
fenate; and the Sheriff of each county^ or in cafe of ficknefs, his 
deputy (fummoning two juftices of the county, who are required. 
to attend for the prefervation of the peace) fhall hold and be 
judge of the faid election j and make return thereof as aforefaid* 
And all perfons qualified as aforefaid, to vote for delegates for 
the city of Annapolis and Baltimore town, (hail on the fame firft' 
Monday of September X781, and on the fame day in every fifth 
year for ever thereafter, t\tSt viva voa^ by a majority of votes, 
one perfon for the faid city and town refpe&ively, qualified as 
aforefaid, to be ele£ted a delegate for the faid city and town re- 
fpediveJy; the faid election to be held in the fame manner as the 
ele&i||i of delegates for the faid city and town, the right to ele^ 
the faid thStot with refpecl to Baltimore town to continue as long 
as the right to eledl delegates for the faid town. 
^ 15. That, the fs^id eledors of the fenate meet at the city o^ 
Annapolis, or fuch other place as (hall be appointed forcbnvening^ 
the legiflature. on the third Monday in September 1781, and on 
the fame day in every fifth year for ever thereafter, and they, or 
any twenty-fourof them fo met, (hall proceed to eledt, by ballot, 
either out of tftfc- own body, or the people at large, fifteen 
^(enators (nine of whom to be refidents on the w^ftern, and fix to 
be refidents on the eafiern (hore) men of the moft wirdom^ ex- 
perience and virtue, above twenty-five years of age, refidents of 
the ftate above three whole years next preceding the eledXipn, and 
having real and perfonal property above the value of.one thoiifand 
pounds currei)t money. 

* ]6. That the fenators (hall be balloted for, at one and the fame 
time, and ouf of the gentlemen refidents of the weftern (hore, 
^ho (hall beprbpofed as fenators, the pine whq (halU on ftriking 
the ballots, appear to have the greateft number in their favour, 
ihall be accordingly declared and returned duly ele^ed ; and out 
Uf, the gentlemen refidents of the eaftern (hore, who (hail be 
prbpofed as fenators, the fix whcr {hall, on ftriking the ballots, 
appear to^ave the greateft number in their favour, (hall be ac-> 
cordingly declared and returned duly elected ; and if two or more,^ 
on the fame (hore, (hall have an equal number of ballots in their 
favour, by which the choice (hall not be determined oq the firft 
ballot, then the eleflors^ihall again ballot 1;>efore they. feparate, in 
which they (hall be confined to the perfons who on tne*4rjl ballot 
(hall have had an ^qual number ; and thiey who (hall .have the 
greateft number in their favour on the feCond ballot^ (hair be ac- 

P % cordingly 
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cordingly declared, and returned duly, ele^e<{ ; and. if the whole 
liumber fhould not thus be made ud,^ bi^caufe of aa equal number 
dn the fecond ballot (till b^itig. iii favour of two or njore perfons,, 
then the eledion (hall be det^fmin^d by lot, between tbofe who* 
have equal numbers; which proceeditigi pf the eleAors {ball be 
certified under their bands, and retth-ned to the chancellor for thp, 
time being. 

17* That the eleflorsof fenators.fliall judge of the qualifica-* 
tions and elections, of member^ of their body, and on a qotitefted, 
eleAion fhaJl admit to a feat^ as an el^dlor, fuch qualified! 
I^rfqn as ihall appear to them to have the greateft number of- 
lega^l votes in his favour. 

18.. That the dedlors immediately on^theii* meeting, and be« 
fore they proceed to the eledion of fetiatoi;s, take fuch psith of 
Aipport and fidelity to this (fate^ as thi5 cpnvention or the legi-^ 
fiature fhall ih^Gt^ and alfo an oath, ^* to^ elect, without favoui*, 
aIlt£lion, partiality, or prejudice, fuch perfons for ienators a^ 
they, Jn their judgement and confcience,bt)ieve beA qualified/odr' 
the office." ^ 

19. That incafeof refufail) death^ refignatjoo, difqualification, 
or removal out,of this ftate,' of any fenator, or oq his becoming 

Sovernor, or a, member of the /council, the f<^pate ifaalV immef 
lately thereupon, or at their next meetirtg tliereafter, eleft by 
ballot, in. the fanie manner as the ele£tor$ are above djreded to^ 
chufe fenators, another perfpn in his place for the refidue of the 
feid term of five ycgrs. , l^^' 

20. That not lefs than a m^ority of the fenate, with their 
prefident (to be chofen by theip by ballpt) fl\al) conftitute aa 
hoiife for the tranfaAing any bufinefs, other than that of ad- 
journing. 

21. That the fenate fhall judge of the ele^ions and qualifican 
tions pf fenators. 

2a. That the fenate may originate any,other, except monicy biHs, 
to vv;^ich their aiFeirt or diflent only uiall be given, and may re- 
ceive a{iy othf^rr bills from the houfe of delegates, and an^ntj^ 
diflent,^ or propole anfiendifients* 

23. I'hat the general aflembly meet aniiu^illy, ori the firft 
Monday of November, and if neceflary ofteher. 

24^ That each houfe ihall appoint its own officers, aod.fetthr 
its own .rules of proceeding. 

I15. That a p^rfon of wifdom, experience and virtue, ihall be 
chojen gove;-.nor,. on the fecond Mondayof November feycateen 
hundred and fevcntv-fevcnj and^op the fecor^d' Monday. in every 
year for ever thereafter, by the joint Mlot of both houfes, to b^, 
taken ii:j €;^ch hPufe re^pefii;ively, depofited in a conference room : 
the boxes ^qbc'eiicamin^d by a jcfinj comtpittee of both,boufes, and 
the nurab^s fcy?r4lly repprtefi; that thKappplptmcnt majr be en- 
' ■ 3 * " tered 1 



t^e4 1 which qiQide of tiling the joint. baUot of both, houTcs. 
(hall be. adopted in all cafes, ^ut if two or more (hall have aa 
equal number of ballots in. their favour, by which the choice, 
(hall Aot b& determined on the firft ballot, then a fccond ballot; 
^l iball he taken, which ihall be confined, to the perfons who on the 

( firft ballot fhall have had an equal number ^ and if the ballots 

t fliould again be equal between two or more perfons, then the. 

ele^ion of the governojr (ball be. determined by lot, between 
thofe, who have, equal numbers ^ and if the peiibn cholen go^. 
vernor (hall die, rQ(ign« remove out of the (late, or refufe to. 
siSt (fittmg the ^ncral aiTembly) the fenate and houfe of dele-, 
gates ihajl. iipmediately thereupon proceedi* to. a new choice ia< 
scanner aforefaid. 

a6. Tb^t the fenators and delegates, on the fecond Tuefday of. 
llovenaber,, 1777,. and annually on the fccond Tuefday of No-. 
vember for ever thereafter, eleA by joint ballot, in the fame, 
manner as fenators are directed to be chofen, five of the moft f(?o« 
i^hlc, diicreet, and* e;cperien^ed men, above twenty- five vear« of 
a^e, refidepts lA the ilate above three years next preoeaing the^ 
ele^ion, and hajfing therein a . freehold of land3 and tenemeotf^ 
ahiove the value of one thoufand ppund^ current money, tobe^the, 
cpjuncjl tpth^^vernor, whole proceedings (hallbealwavs emqre4, 
on record, to any part whereof any member may enter his 4lii&nt i; 
^pd their advice if fo required by the governor, oraoy membef 
of the council, (b^U be given in writing, and fignqd by the menv>* 
bers givi^^the fame refpeilively ; which proceedings of .tbe,cmin;r>^ 
cil (hail be la!d before the (enate, or houfe of delegates, whoa> 
CfUlfd for, %j «thcm, or cither of. them. The. cqujocil may appoint 
their own clerk, who ihall take fuch oath of funport and fidelity .toi 
this ftate a^ thi$ convention or the legiflature. (hall dire£t,. aod,oi& 
fecrecy, in fuch matters iis he (ball be directed hj the board.to.kfee^ 
fccret. J 

•aj. That the delegates to congrefs from this ftate (hall be choftiv 
• . annually, or fuperfeded In the mean time by the joint ballot oC 
bQth..hfjRfes»Qf aflitpbly,. and tbax there be. a rotation in fuch 
manner that- at leaft two of the.number be annually changed, and« 
no perfon (ball be capable of being a delegate to congrefslfor more. 
than three. in any term of fix years;, and no pcrfqa who.holdsanyF^ 
office of profit in the gift of copgrqfs (ball be eligible tofitjiv 
copgrefs, butif appointed to any fuqh office his k^tfhAl be thereby. 
vacati?d, That,po pcrfqn,, unlefs above twenty*one years of age„ 
and a re(if}ent in the ftate more than five years next preceding uk; 
cicftipn, and, having real and perfonal eftate in this ftate above thtv 
value of one thQufan<}gpund6, current. money, ihai.I. be eligible ip^ 
fit in cong^eft^ 

28* That .the fenators and dfelegares, iram.ediately on their an^ 
nual. meeting, and before $bey grocced.to 'any bufinefs, and.even* 

. perfon 
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ptrfon hereafter eleded a' fenator or delegate, before tie afls as 
fuch, fhall take an oath of fupport and fidelity to this ftate as 
aforefaid j and before the election of a governor, or nnembers of 
the council, ftall take an oath, " to ele£l without favour, af- 
fection^ partiality, or prejudice, fuch perfon as governor, or 
member of the council, as they in their judgement and confcie^ce 
believe beft qualified for the officew" 

29. That the fenate and delegates may adjourn themfelves re- 
fpeiSively : but if the two hpufes fliould not agree pn the fame 
time, but adjourn to different days, then' (hall the governor ap- 
point and notify one of thofe days or fome day between, and the 
aflembly fliall then nrtet and be held accordingly ; and be ihall, 
if iieceiiary, by advice of the council, call theni before the time 
to which they fliall in any manner be adjourned, on giving' liot, 
lefs than ten days notice thereof, but the governor fhal I not adjourn 
the atfcmbly otherwife than as aforefaid, nor prorogue or diflblve 
if at any time. 

30. That no perfon, unlefs above twenty- five years of age, a 
se^ent in this ftate above five years next preceding the eleSion, 
and having in the ftate real and perfonal property above the 
value of five thpufand pounds current money, one thoufand' 
pounds whereof at leaft to be freehold eftate, fliall be eligible as 
governor, 

31. That the governor fliall not continue in that office longer 
than three years fucceffively, nor be eligible as governor until 
the expiration of four years after he fliall have been out of that 
office. 

32. That upon the death, refignation, or removal out of this 
ftate of the governor, the firft n^med of the council, for the time 
being, fliall a£l as governor, and qualify in the fame mannf^r, and 
ibal) immediately call a meeting of the general affembtjr, 'giving 
Slot lefs than fourteen days notice of the nrieeting, at which meeting' 
9('governor fliall be appointed^ in manner aforefaid^ for the refidue 
or the year. 

' 33. That the goverrior, by and with the advice and confent of 
the council, may embody tne militia, and when embodied fliall 
alone have the direction thereof, and fhalj alfo have the direAion 
of all the regular land and fea forces under the laws of this ftate ; 
but he fliall not command in perfon, unlefs advifed thereto by the 
council, and then only fo long as they fliall approve thereof ; and 
niay alone exercife all other the executive jjowcrs of government, 
where the concurrence of. the council Is iiot required, according' 
to the la^s of this ftate, and grant reprieves or parddns for any 
^rimej except in fucti cafes where tlie law fliall otherwffe direft ; 
and may, duripg the recefs of the. general aiTembly, lay embaf- 
gbes to prevent the departure of any fliipping, or tne expbrt'ation 
of .any commodities,, foe any time not exceeding thirty days in 

'• * any 
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any one year, fummpning the general aflcmbly to meet within the 
time of the continuance of fuch embargo ; and may alfo order 
and compel any vefiel to ride quarantain, if fuch veflel, or the 
port from which fhe may have tome, (hall) on ftrong grounds^ 
be fufpeded to be infe&ed with the plague ; but the governor 
Ihall not, under any pretence, exercife any power or preroga* 
five by virtue of any law, ftatute, or cunom, of England or 
. Great-firitain. 

34. That the members of the Council, or any three or more of 
them, when convened, fliallconftitute a board for the tranfading 
of bufinefs $ that the governor for the time being (hall preftde in 
the council, and be intitled to a vote on all queftions in which 
the council fhall be divided in opinion ; and in the abfence of the 
governor the firft named of the council fhall prefide, and as fuch 
fliall alfo vote in all cafes where the other members difagree in 
their opinion* , 

35« That in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, difqualification, 
or removal out of the ftate, of any perfon chofen a mem hereof 
the council, the members thereof, immediately thereupon, or at 
th^ir next meeting thereafter, fhall cleA by ballot, another perfon 
qualified a$ aforeiaid, in his place, for the refidue of the year. 

36. That the council fhall have power to make the great feal 
of this fbte, which (ball be kept by the chancellor for the time 
being, and affixed to all laws, commiffions, grants, and other pub- 
lic teftimonials, as hasbqen heretofore pradtifed in this (late. . 

37* That no fenator, delegate of aficmbly, or member of the 
council, if he fhall qualifv as fuch, fhall hold or execute any of* 
fice of profit, or receive tne profits of any office exercifed by any 
other perfon^ during the time for which he fhall beele£ie.d ; nor 
{hall any governor be capable of holding any other office of profit 
in this frate, while he a£l:s as fuch ;, and no perfon holding a place 
jof profit. Or receiving any part of the profits thereof, or receiving 
the profits or any part of the profits arifing on any agency for the 
fupply of cloa^hing or provifions for the army or navy, or holding 
any office under the united f^ates, or any of them, or aminifter or 
. preacher of the gofpel of any denomination, or any perfon em- 
ployed in the regular land fervice, ormarine, of thisorthe united 
ftates, fhall have a feat in the general aiTembly, or the council of 
this fbte.. 

38. That every governor, fenator, delegate to congrefs, or af- 
fembly, and member of the council, before he.a£ls as fuch, fhall 
take an oath, ** That he will not receive, diredlly or indireilly 
at any time, any part of the profits of any office held by any other 
perfon during his a^ing in his office of governor, fenator, delegate 
to congrefs, or aiTembly, or member of the council, or the 
profits, or any part of the profits, arifing on any agency, for the 
iupply of cloathing or provifions for the army or navy/' 

39. Tliat 



. 39. That if "any feiator, 'd^hi^t^ To cohgrefs or zfkniBlf, 6r 
wmnAfor cf the <;ounoi^ ihai)I hoAdor^exetiite linrydffice o^prdfit, 

. {<irirecet¥e, divei9lly or indir«Aly, aft »n^ ^ime, ^he t>rbfitS9 dr any 
pan of the prdks, of airy officfco^iceycf fed by wy other ^pcirTon, 
ciupfftg his adfng asfenaifor^ dekig;ite^<;ongi'drs ond^mbflv, or 
^Bemiiertof ihe council, ^his feat, -on ^onviAidn >m abourt orls^^ 

. iby 4heoaih of tmo ^drtdibk jvrivnetfea, AaU %e vbn}, 'and 'he 'ihSAl 
fuFer the puniihinent for wilful and corrupt perjury, or be 
tanifted chis flace for ever^ pt di^tralffie^ Totever from holding 
«iiy ;<]Ace or pbce of <tr«ft or profit, as the court miy judge. 

40. That the ohnnccthA*, all judgieft, llhe ^torney-gerteral, 
cterk6<of the^^ivertirl doiift, tbe^olerics df thfe county YOttrts, Ae 
negiAorsof %h6^ia9)d oficcs lifndche reg^fter^ df MriRs, (hall hold 
lliefr<oniitiiffionc during good behaviour, fcmbv^c oh?y forltiif- 
behaviour*, 0)1 conviftion 4n a couVt of 'kitr. 

41. That there be a regiftcr of wills appointed fortach Countjr, 
^wKo ibM be cofffiA'tffloHed -by the f^v^rndr, on rhie jd'iht recbm- 
vnenddtioK Of the fenate ianrd houfe df dekgare^* ahd that apdn 
ibe dMtlH n^ffgYMK^ioii, ^rfqualifieation, or rbmdvatl out df the 
coMty, by any Tt^Ret of <rrfts, in ^t Ye(^ft df ^thfe g^n^i'al rf- 
fembly ,'the governor, tt^hh Ae ^irfee df the council', tna^y ^{^poiht 
atiS commi^fi ft fit alid proper perfbn to fuc^h viictfnt t)^^ to 
hdld the feme u#itil tht tti^e^ing of thte genti'al alTem^. 

411. Tha4 ifaeriffs flial} be eteded iti each county, by Mlot, 
every third yeiar> that is td%, two pchrhtn for the office of fteriff 
ibf %ach county, the one of whoih hatving the rtiajority of votes, 
^r if both have an equal number, ehberof them, at the c^ffcreftidn 
^the governor, to be comm»ffioned by ^he gbv^fi»or for the faid 
office, and having ferved for three years, fuch petftm ihdl "bt tA- 
ritgibk for the fmir. years next futceedin|, hotiA "witli ftcar'rtf to 
be taken every year M liAial, and no merifF fhuI4 be quaKfied 
to ad before the fame is given. In ealb of des^, ^efufal, ¥t- 
'ifgtiation, dffqualification,'or removal out of thie tduoty, hef&ce 
the expiration of the three yeatis, the other perfon, chofen as afore- 
laid, fflall be commrffioned hf the governor to execute i!he faid 
<cii&ce for" the refidueof the fatd three years, the fatd peribn ^ttmg 
bond With fecurity as aforefaid ; and in cafe of fai^ dea(!h^ teflifal, 
refignfttton,diftiualification, or removal out of tfaetounty, beffdre 
thq expiration of the faid three years, the governor, witn the aS- 
vice of the council, mav nominate and commiffion a fit and proper 
perfon to execute the uid office for the refidue df tbt faid three 
years, the faid perfon giving bond and fecurity as kfoitfaid ; the 
eledion ftall be held at the fame time and place aj^pointad for 
the elefiion of ^ddegates, and the juftices there fummoned to ;ait- 
t^nd for the prefervation of the peace, fhall be judges thereof, ahd 
df the qualificatioi^ of cahdidates, who fhall appoint a clerk to 
take the ballots :- all freemen above the age of twentj-onc years, 

having 
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having a freehold of fifty acres of Und, in the county in which 
they offer to ballot, and refiding therein^ and all freemen above 
the age of twenty^one years, and having property in the Date a- 
bove the value of thirty p6unds current monfey, and having refided 
in the county in. which they ofFer to. ballot, pne whole year next 
preceding the eledlioni fhall have a right of fuffVage ; no perfon 
to be eligible to the office of fheriff for a county, but an inhabitant 
of the faid county, above the age of twenty*one years, and 
having real and perfonal property in the fiate above the value of 
one thoufand pounds current money ; the jufticcs aforefaid (hall 
examine the ballots, and the two candidates properly, qualified, 
having in each county the majority of legal ballots, (hall be 
declared duly eleSed for the office of iberlfF tor fuch county, and 
returned to tlie governor and council,' with a certificate of the 
number of ballots for each of them. 

43. That every perfon who fhall ofier to vote for delegates, or 

for the eledion of the fenate, or for the fheriiF, (hall (if recjuired 

by any three perfons qualified to vote), before he be admitted to 

poll, take fuch oath or affirmation of fupport and fidelity to this 

date, as this convention or the legiflature (hall dire£l. 

44. That a juftice of the peace may be eligible as a fetiator, 
delegate, or member of the council, and may continue to a£t as a 
j uftice of the, peace. 

45. That no field officer of the militia be eligible as a fenator, 
delegate, or member of the -council. 

46. That all civil officers hereafter to be appointed for the 
feveral counties of this fiate, (hall have been refidents of the 
county refpe^tively'for which they (hall be appointed, fix months 
next before their appointment, and (ball continue refidents of 
their county refpedlively, during their continuance in office, 

47. That the judges of the general court, and ju dices of th^ 
couiity courts, may appoint the clerks of their refpe£iive courts, 
and in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, difqualification, or re-* 
moval out of the county of any the faid county clerks in the 
vacation of the county court of which he is clerk, the governor 
with the advice of the council may appoint and commiffioii a fit 
and proper perfon to fuch vacant office rcfpcftively, to hold the 
fame until the meeting of the next general court, or county courr^ 
as the cafe may be. 

48. That the governor for the time being;, with the advice and 
confent of the council, may appoint the chancellor, and all judges 
and juftices, the attorney-general, naval officers, officers in the 
regular land and fea fervice, officers of the militia, regifters of 
the land office, furveyors, and all other civil officers of govern- 
ment (aflTeifors, conftables and overfeers of the roads only 
excepted), and may alfo fufpend or remove any civil officer who 
has not a commiffion during good behaviour, and may fufpend any 
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tnilitfa riffider for bttr'bfiriHr, vthimy ilfo fafpi;tid.6r i*cfaoVeVfty 
regular t^fficer inthcjai^y^br fca fcrviW; ami ithc gbv^f^ndr Ynay 
remove or fufperid anyimiltcPa oJ9cerm'puff(^an^'«'dr'the'jud|tn'^ 
of a tourt-martiaK '' 

4^. That all civil officers df* the appointment bf'thc govcfnor 
and council, who do tiot'holil com miffidns during good be- 
haviour j'fli all bcapjjrbirited annirallyiirthe third week of NoVcm^ 
bcr ; but if any of them ihallbe re-app6ihted, they tnay Continue 
to acb i^irhout any new cbhrmiffion or^ qudlljication ; artd every 
officer, though not re-appointed, ihall continue to aS until the 
perfon who '(hall ^ appointed and commrffioned in'his fteaid Qialt 
be qu^Itfitrd. 

50. That the goverrTor,cvefy member if the Cbnnjbil, and cilery 
ju4ge ami juftrce, 'before they aft as fuch, fhall rcf|f)eftiyely take 
an oath, ** That he will not, through favour, afFe^Jon, or 
pirtiklity, vote for any perfon to office^ and that he will vote foe 
fuch perfan as in his judgenietit and con fcience he believes moft 
ft: and beft qualified for t:^e office, and that he has not m^de, nor 
will niake, any promife oreiligagementto'give his vote pr intefeft 
in favour of any perfon." 

51 . That there be two rcgifters of the land office, ofte upon fhe 
wcftern, ahdoneupon theeaftern fltore j that (hort eJttrafts of the 
grants and certificates of the land on the weftefn andeaftern flioret 
rcfpeftively be^made in feparate books, at the public expence^ and 
depofitcd in th& offices of the faid regffters in fucfi manner as fhali . 
hereafter be provided by the general afTembly. 

52. That every chancellor, judge, reg'iirer 6f wills, commif- 
fioner of the loan office, attorney general, {herNF, treafurer, naval 
officer, rcgifter of the Jand office, regifter .6f the chancery court, 
and every clerk of the common law courts, furveyor, and auditor 
of the public accounts, before he afts as fuch, fhall take an oath 
** that he will not dircftly or indircdlly receive any fee or ^ward 
for doing his officc.of 

but what is or fliall be allowed by law, nor will dire£tly or in- 
direQly receive the profits or any part of the profits of any office 
held by tiny other perfon, awd that he does not hold the fame of- 
fice in truft or for the benefit of any other perfon." 

5 J. That jf any governor, ehancellor^ judge, regifter of wills, 
attorney general, rcgifter of the land office, regifter of the 
chancery ^cpurt, or any clerk of th^ common law courts, treafurer^ 
naval ofHc^r, iherifF, lurveyor, or auditor of public accounts, ftall 
receive direftly or indircSIy, at any time/ the profits or any part 
of the profits of any office held by any other perfon during his 
ading in the ofSce to which he is appointed, his eieftion, ap- 
pointment, and commiffion, on conviction in a court of lawV Uy 
oath of two credible witnefTes, ihall be void, and be fliall fuffer 
the puniftraient for wilfu:! and corrupt perjury, or be banilhed this 
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llatc fottvej^ or, d|fi|u4Jficd far ev^r fitom hoMii^iiiiytrffite t 
place of Xra^ qf.B^oiy, -a^ the coqrt may. adjudge. 

54. Tbatiraay Rcrfc^iflijiiU giv^saqy bribe, prefent,.or reward, 
orari'ypfonaife^;Or.anj^ fequrity for the;pAymentor deli veiyt)r any' 
cioii^yt; or any othqr thing, tp oUtaui br procure a vote to b«; 
governor, fenator, delegate to congre(s or ai&mbly, member of' 
tha.cwni;il^ orjudge,:or to b& apj^Jnt^jl to a»y or the faid offices, 
or .to any, oiE$cc oft pro^t or tru^, i>Q«f Created or hereafter to be^ 
^rea^ef:j iHthisilaic, the pcffon gjvi^ig^ and the per r(^>n receiving' 
tbfifatn^ on conyiaion in a court pf J^w, (hall be forever dif-- 
qusjifid, tp hold ai\y oifi?:c of ^-uff.qr profit in this ftntc. 

55.; Tl^at every perfoa appointed- to any office of^|)i!Dfit or truft^ 
fcall, before be eiiters 00 the ex^cmipOL^hetewf, take the following » 
qa.tb,'tQ;, wit, **' I, A. 8,, do. fwar,. T^at I do. nor hoW myfelf^ 
bound in allegiance to the king of Great- Britain, and that I Willi 
befVit^fnU andibe^r Uueallegiance toii(b«iftateof Marylar>d/' and 
ilaall alf9 fuljfcrihe a,4e^araC4iVi of^his belief in the chrrftf^n re«^ 
li^iofi^ , : .. . 

56. That there be a court of appeals, compofed of perfonsof* 
integrity and found judgment in the law, whofe judgment (hall 
be final and concluuve in alt cafes of appeal« from the general 
court, court of chancery, and court of admiralty : That one perfon 
of integrity and found judgment in the laiw, be appointed chancel- 
lor : That three perfons of integrity and found judgment in the 
law be appointed judges of the court now called the provincial 
court ; and that the fame court be hereafter called and known by 
the name of Thi Gifteral Court ; which courtihall fit on the weftern 
and eaftem (hores for tranfa£fcing and determining the bufinefs of 
the refpedive Ihores, at fuch times and places as the future 
legiflature of this ftate (hall direA and appoint. 

57. That the ftile of all laws run thus, BeJt ena^ed^ hy the 
gfntral affimhly 9f Maryland : That all public commillicns and 

f rants run thus, I'hejiati of Maryland^ he. and (hall be figned 
y the governor, and attefted by the chancellor with the feal of 
the ftate annexed, except military commiffions, which (hall not be 
attefted by the chancellor, or have the feal of the ftate annexed : 
That all writs (ball run in the fame ftile, and be tefted, fealed. and 
fsgned as ufual : That all indi6tments (hall conclude, Againjlthe 
fiace^ government^ and dignity of the flat . 

58. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going to the 
king or proprietary, (hall go to the ftate, fave only fuch as the 
general aiTenibly may abolilb or otherwife provide for. 

59. That this form of government, and the declaration of 
rights, and no part thereof, inall be altered, changed, or aboIi(bed, 
unlefs a bill fo to alter, change, or abolifh the fame, (hall pafs 
the general aflembly, and be publKhed at leatt three months before 
% oew election, aod Ihall be confirmed by the general a(rembly 
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after. ^:nf w.eleftion of deMgaee'§; in the iirft k&oh afiber fiicH new 
eledion }. provided; that nothing in this form of government whichi 
relates to tbesaftern fliore pilrticutarlv^ ihall atany time hereafter 
be alt^red.unlefs for.the alt^r^tion ana confirmation theredf at leaft- 
two thirds x>f all the menders of each branch of the general af^ 
fembly ihatl concer. 

60. That every bill paffcdby: the general' affcmbly, ^hcn^cn- 
grofled, {hall.he prefented by ^efpeaker of the houfe-of delegates, 
in the fenate,to the governor for the time being, who fliairfigii' 
the* family ,and thereto affix the^ great feal, in the prefence'of thef 
members ofboth houfes: everylaw fhall be recorded in the ge- 
neral court office of the wefl^rn fhore, and indue time printed^ 
pubiUbed, and certified Under the great feal, to the fev^raL 
county courts, in the fame ittanner as hath been heretofore ufed' 
in this ftate. - " ' 

, This form of government was afTented-to, and pafledtn cpn.- 
vention of. the cjelegated' of the freemen of Maryland, beguri 
and held at the city of Annapolis, the 14th of Augufl^.iff.. Di 

J776. — • •* '. / ^' ' •' 

By trder of ibi Ccnvintkn^ 

. . . y. * . . • ' ■ r ' - 
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7bi CONSTITUTION, or Form of Goveiinmbnt, cgrad 

to and refolvid upon by the Delegates and Rtprcfsntitives of tbi 

ftveral Counties and Corporations of Virginia, in a General 

CoNVBNTiON held at Williamfburgh, on the btb of May^ and 

continuid by Adjournments to the yh of July^ ^H^* 

\ 

\ 

WE, the delegates, and reprefcntatlves of the good people of 
Virginia, do declare the future' form of government of 
Virginia to be as followeth : 

The legiilative, executive, and judiciary departments fhali be 
feparate and diftin£V, fo that neither exercife the powers properly 
belonging to the other ; n^r fliall any perfon exercife the powers 
of more than one of them at the fame time, except that the juf- 
tlces of the county courts fhall be eligible to either houfe of 
afiembly. 

. .The Icgiflative ihall be formed of two diftind branches, who, 
together, fhall be a complete legiilature. They fhall meet once, 
or oftcner, every year, and fhall be called, The General AJfembly of 
Virginia. One of thefe fhall be called. The H>ufe of Delegates^ 
and confifl of two reprcfcntatives to be chofen for each county, 
and/for the diflridl of Wcft-Augufla, annually, of fuch men as 
actually refide in and are freeholders of the fame, or duly qualified 
according to law, and alfo of one delegate or rcprefentative to be ' 
ehofen annually for the city of Williamfburgh, and one for the 
borough of Norfolk, and a reprefentative for each of fuch other 
cities and boroughs as may hereafter be allowed particular repre* 
fentalion by the legiflature \ but when any city or borough fhall 
fb decreafe, as that the number of perfons having right of fufFrage 
therein fhall have been for the fpace of feven years fucceffively 
lefs tfian half the number of voters in fomeone county in Virgitiia, 
fuch city or borough thenceforward fhall ceafe to fend a delegate 
or reprefentative to the afiembly. 

The other fhall be called Tthe Senate^ and confift.of twenty- 
four members, of whom thirteen fhall conftitute a houfe to proceed 
c^n bufinefs, for whofe eledion the different counties fhajl be 
divided into tw$cpty*four di^trids, 4nd each county pf ther^fpe6tive 
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diftrid, at the time of the election of its delegates, (hall vote for 
one fenator^ -who is actually a reiident and freeholder within the 
diftrid, or duly qualified according to law, and is upwards of 
twenty-five y^ars or* age ;,'and the f&niFiof each coiincy, within 
£ve days at fartheft afcer the laft county election in the diftri£t, 
Ihall meetat fome convenient place, and from the poll fo taken in 
their refpedive CQtmtieS) r^tiKfi aft a-feBafoM-he man who Ihall 
have the greateft number of votes in the whole di Ariel. To keep 
up this aflembly by rotation, the diftrids (ball be equally divided 
iato^fouv claifes, andv humtered by ioi. At^he end of 'oAe-year^ 
after the general ei.edipn, th^ fix noei|ih^rs.eJej£l.ed b^tb^&rft 
divifion ihall be difplacetly and the vacancies thereby o^cajQon^d 
fupplied from fucb clafs or divifioa^iby new ele£tibn in t,he 
mannier^foFefaid. This rotation ihall be applied to efach diviirbn 
according to its number, .^n^d continued iii^due order^'anmiallyv 

The right of fufFrage in the eledion of members for both houfes 
iball remain as exercifed at prefent, and each houfe ihall choofe 
its.owa fpeaker, appoint its own officers,. fet<Ie i!ts dwa'^^<^ 
proceeding, and dire<Sb. w/.it$ pf ele^tioo for (he fupplykig i^t^- 
mediate vacancies. 

. All laws (hall originate iB the hpufe of delegates^ to be ap* 
proved gf pr rejeded by thft feiiate, or jtosbetamendied.with ecmfi^ 
of the houfe of d^legat^s; except saoney-sbiUs, whioh. in no 
inftanc^ ihall be alceced. by the fenale,. hat. wholly, appcovod oiv 
r^eje^Sed*. 

A governor, or chief magiftrate ihali be chofen annually^ bji^ 
jomx bjillot of both Hb<»fes^ to be taken in each hoftfe refpt^itveJy , 
depofited in the qoAftrence room, the bpxes.eKaaained< jojntiy by. 
a committee of each hQDifQ, and tbe numhecs feverally risported to 
tbem, that the appoiniments^may be entered, (which ihalL be tho 
mode of taking, the joint ballot of both hots&s in ail 6afef)>wha 
i^all norcontjnue in U\ae office longer thah three years fucceffivdy^ 
nor be eligible until the esipiration of four years aftev heihalh 
)uv<> been out of tba^t offiee* An adequate, but moderate falai^ 
iZiall be fettled on him during his continuaace in ottos } and he 
^all, with the advice* of a council of ftate^ exeroife theexecutivo 
powers of gQvernment,. according to the laws of thisxonamon**' 
wealth ; and ih^^ll not, itader any pretence, exercife any power or^^ 
prerogative by virtue of any law, ftatdte, or cuilom of E^ngiand;. 
^ut he ihall, with the advice of the council of (late, have the 
power of granting reprieves or pardons, ex^pt where the profe* 
cujtion ihall have been carried on by the houfe of deltgateS|.orthi» 
Jaw ihall otherwife particularly iirtd ; in which cafes 90 veprieyr 
or pardon fiiall be granted^ but by refolve of the houie of delegates* 
Either houfe of the general aiTemUy may adjourn themfelveo 
refpe&ively. The governor ihall not prorogue or adjourn tho 
^embly during their 6(ting| nor diifolveUiem at any time; but 
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lieihall, if neceflary, cither by advice of the council of ftatc, <ir 

on application of a majority of the houfe of delegates, call theiki 

'befpre the time to whi^h they fliall (land prorogued or adjjoufned* 

A priVy council, or council of ftatc, confifting of eight mem- 
ters, fhall be chofen by joint ballot of both houfes of affembly, 
either from their own members or therpeople at large, to aflift m 
'theadminiftration of government. They (ball annually choofe, 
but of their own menibers, a prefident, who, in cafe of death, in- 
alfciirty, or abfcnceof the- governor from the government, fhall aft 
•as lieutenant-governor. Four members (hall be fuificient toad« 
'and 'their advice and proceedings ihalhbe entered on record, and 
figned by the members prefent, (to any part whereof any member 
niiiy enter bis diffent) to be laid before the general alTembly, when 
Cj^lied for by them. This council may appoint their own clerk,. 
who ihal! have a falary fettled by ]aw,.and take an oath of fecrecy 
in fuch matters as he fnair be dire<£led by the board to conceal. A 
• fum of money appropriated to that purpofe, (hall be divided an- 
nually among the member«s, in proportion to their attendance; 
and they Khali be incapable, during their continuance in. office, of 
'fitting in either houfe of aflembJy. Two members fhall be re- 
moved by joint ballot of jbo^h houfes of aflembly, at the end of 
every three years, and be ineligible for the three next years. 
Thefe vacancies, as well as thofe occafioned by death or in- 
capacity, fhall befuppli^d by new ele<Slions ia the fame manner* 

The delegates for Vifgmia to the continental congrefs fhall be 
4^hofen- annually, or fuperfedcd in the mean time by joint ballot 
of both houfes of afTembly. 

The prefent militia officers fhall be continued, ahd vacancies . 
■fu'pplicd by appointment of the governor, with the advice of tne 
privy council, on recommendations from the refpeSive county 
courts; but the governor and council fhall have a power of 
'fufpehding any officer^ and ordering a court martial on complaint 
"OriHifbehavioar or inability, or to fupply vacancies of officers 
1 happen ipg when io. adual fer vice. 

1 he governor may embody the militia, with the advice of the 
^privy council ; and, when embodied, fhail alone have the 
dircdion of the militia under the laws of the country. 

/The two houfes of afTembly fhall, by joint ballot, appoint 
judges of the fupreriie court of appeals, and general court, judges 
in chancery, judges of admiralty, fecretary, and the attorney- 
~gerieral, to be commiffioned by the governor, and continue in 
office 4Uu4l)g;^;9od behaviour. I*n cafe of death, incapacity, or 
refignation, tne governor, with the advice of the privy-council, 
fliall api^oint perfons to fucceed in office, to be approved or dif- 
placcd by both houfes. Thefe officers fhall have fixed' and 
adequate falarics, aiK^, together with all others holding lucrative 
offices, and all miniflers of the gofpel of every denomination, be 

. incapable 



1*0 CONSTITUTION OF VIRGINIA. 

incapable of being ele£led members of either houfe of afiembl/, 
or the privy-council. ^ 

The governor, with the advice of the privy council, ihall ap- 
point jufticcs of the peace for the counties ; and in cafe of 
vacancies, or a ncceffity of increafing the number he;-eafter, fuch 
atppointments to be made upon the recommendation of the re- 
fpedive county courts. The prefent acting fecretary in Virginia, 
and clerks of all the county courts, (hall continue in office. In 
cafe of vacancies, either by death, incapacity, or refignation, a 
fecretary fhall be appointed, as before directed, and the clerks by 
the refpeSive courts. The prefent and future clerks (hall hold 
their offices during good, behaviour, to be judged of and determined 
in the general court. The iheriffis and coroners (hall be nominated 
by the refpeftive courts, approved by the governor with the advice 
or the privy-council, and commiffioned by the governor. The 
juftices fhall appoint conftables ; anid all feos of the aforefaid of- 
ficers be regulated by law. 

The governor, when he is out of office, and others offending 
againft the ftate, either by mal-adminiftration, corruption, or other 
means, by which the fafety of the ftate may be endangered, fhall 
be impeachable by the houfe of delegates. Such impeachment to 
be profecuted by the attorney-general, or fuch other perfon or 
perfons as the houfe may appoint, in the general court, according 
to the laws of the land. If found guilty^ he or they fhall be either 
for ever difabled to hold any office under government, or be re- 
moved from fuch office fro tempore^ or fubjt£led to fuch pains or 
penalties as the law fhall dire£b. 

If all or any of the judges of the general court fhould, on good 
grounds (to be judged of by the houfe of delegates), beaccufed of 
any of the crimes or offences above mentioned, fuch houfe 
of delegates may in like manner impeach the judge or judges fo 
accufed, to be profecuted in the court of appesds ; and he or they, 
if found guilty, fhall be punifhed jn the fame manner as is pre- 
fcribed in the preceding claufe. 

Commiffions and grants fhall run, In ihi name of ihi common^ 
fveahb of Virginia^ and bear teft by the governor, with the feal 
^f the commonwealth annexed. Writs (hall run in the fame 
manner, and bear teft by the clerks of the feveral courts. Iri- 
dii^ments fhall conclude, Again/} the peace and dignity of ihoum^ 
monwealtb. 

A treafurer fhall be appointed annually, by joint ballot of both 
houfes. 

All efcheats, penalties, and forfeitures, heretofore going to the 
king, ihall go to the commonwealth, fave only fuch as the legif- 
Jatyre may abolifh, or otherwife provide for. 

The territories contained within the charters crefiing the 
colonies of Maryland, Pennfylvania> North and South-Carolina, 

art 



CONSTITUTION OF;VIROINIA. ui 

are hereby ceded, releafed, and for ever confirmed to the people 
of thefe colonies refpedively, with all the rights of property, jurif* 
diiSiion and gover/iment, and all' other rights whatfoever, which 
might at any time heretofore have been claimed by'Vifginia, ex* 
cept the free navigation and ufe of ,the rivers rotomaque and 
Pokomoke, with the. property of the Virainia ihores and ftrands 
bordering on either of the faid rivers, and all improvements which 
have been or (hall be made thereon. The wefterj;i and northern 
extent of Virginia (hall in all other refpeftsftand as fixed by the 
charter of king James I. in the year onrtboufand fu hundred and 
nine, and by the .public treaty of peace between the courts of 
Britsi^in and r ran^e^ in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-tbree ; unlefs, by zSt of this legiflature, one or more goverh'^ 
ments be eftabli(hed weftward of the Allegheny mountains. And 
no purchafes of lands ihall be made of the Indian i^iatives but on 
behalf of the public, by authority of the general aiiTembly. 
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I, TT^HAT all political power is vefted in» and derived from, 
J^ the people only. 
^. That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole and ex<^ 
elufive right of regulating the internal government and police 
' thereof. 

3. That no man, or fet of men are entitled to exclufive or 
feparate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in 
confideration of public fervices. 

4. That the legiflative, executive, and fupreme judicial powers 
of government ought to be for ever feparate and diftin^t from 
each other. 

. 5..Tlisut all powers of fufpending laws, or the execution of 
laws by any authority, without confent of the reprefentatives 
of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be 
exercifed. 

6. That ele£lions of members to ferve as reprefentatives in 
general aflembly ought to be free. 

y. That in all criminal profecutions every man has a right to 
be informed of the accufation againft him, and to confront the 
accufers and witnefTes with other teflimony, and Iball not be 
compelled to give evidence agailift himfelf. 

8. That no freeman' (hall be put to anfwer any criminal charge 
but by indictment, prefentment, or impeachment. 

9. That no freeman ihall be convicted of any crime, but by the 
unanimous verdid of a jury of good and lawful men, in open 
court as heretofore ufed. 

10. That cxceffive bail Chould not be required, no;: exceffive 
fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual punifhments infliSed. 

11. That general warrants whereby an officer or meflengcr 
may be commanded to fearch fufpedied places without evidence 



•CaN^TtTUTlON OF K'ORTHUCAKOECN^A. it^ 
9>f the fa& ^doMrnitted, or tD>ieise .any p«ribh!'farp«ribns not 

' ^rted 4v eyiderice^ are dangerous to iibertyy^aod ^Aigiitnot to- be 
^ranftedp'" ^ " •^' "'•'' ■.-^■'.. . '. ♦*.- .»."» »» ,-^i*>»»# *> ♦ 

' • *i^v 1Phafriu>licciyian ought i(p<hc taken, itnprtibtwd. or itifleiKcd 
4t>(^ hts 4iwdidMs jt^rties or prhrHeg^s;*iMt. outldwed* orexiled, 
^r in>in]r nUitbdri^dftrbyQd.xir^jdeprived^of his lift^*'libtfrty,' or 
'property^ but by<4hc lawiof didandwi \ t . . • n :• ' . .. 

' rj. Tharev^ry freeman reftcainedof JiisJibcffty, laintitled to 
^'^ctnedy, ^td^en^utr^into.tluk lawfuJnefi thereof, 'anid* to remove 
<«h^*rame 'ifr «ni«iwful, and chat 'iaeh lemcdy^tmghC'no^CO be 
-ddft^: or delayed; : ".'l- :....- , ..^.j*'. 

• :^#4*#^That:io<aUGOaerorerfiet at ;Iai«r rerpeding pii(iper^f,^tlie 
quicient modb of tria) by: jury is ions of. the^ beft Stu#i«fes <^ the 
d-l^tft of the^pebpl^y^and oog^t JtoiranoAmfacml faid i/ivioiable. 
i>i 'f5>.3Z|ifltith(fi 'freedom pf* me f»reftiico(Rrof.th»gt3e«ctbiil^wiirki 
lof liberty, atfji cherefor6'oagItt'never>t(>be>reftiiat>iied4* '• . 
'"'^I^^ T^at^fbe fiibei^e ^ ^19 ftatfs ottghtao^tc(lM:tiixed, or 
-madie fvibje A toe 4ie 'payment ^f^any.iinpii^^or tiu^^ withoutthe ^ 
coB^nt 4p6 chfemfelve^ '6r their»i«prefeii^ti ves iagenenri aflembly 

,'Ajj That, the 'people have a'lngiit to^ bear armt} for -the deftnioe 
of'theftate^ aHd^a^'ftandfngarmie&intimeorpeaoebieidangeroua 
to-liberty,' they 'ought not to -fie kept vtp ; ^and^^thstt^the miMlary 
ihould l?e kepttiil^tr &r\& &Advdhiution to^ and governed byih^ 
irivil power/ •" '■ . • "i •"• --m . «• • ^.r/j .- :.;.t .' < ' • 

^ 7i9. THtfTVhie pso^e havcf a'rigbttdiafiemble'together, toeon« 
Yolt for ^ir^edmmon good, torvnftrufl their teprdientatives^' and 
"to iipply to (ttieiegiflaturi for'rctb-els of grievances. 
DiS)^...T.|)a«aUjfiien have a narural^and unalienable right to 
3«^rftirp <Ab»i^hrf^6pd*^aecording «o>the,didare$ of their owa 
confcicnce. j' ..•^' •;- , .v . 

20. That for redrefs of grievances, and for amending and 
ftrcngthening the laws, eleftions ou^ht to be often held. 
^V:.a''l«JKT.h^t->a\fr^uent recurrence tol^ndamerttai p^intiples is 
abfolutely necelTary to preferve th&bleffings of liberty. 

22. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, .or honours, 
4>vght to be gvantod or conferred in (hisr iiate.. ./ '*" 
'^^'s^'j.-T^tperpetuities and monopolies are contrary tOPChegenkis 
lof Z'frec (fate^ and ought not to'be allowed*. 
<''"im.. TlikatiyetPofpedlive^lav^s^'pUi^iihing&ds^&iiinU^tted before 
Jche^exiifcnce of'fudi laiivs, a»d:bychem. only declared criminal, 
QSMPe oppreftve, msj^ifty and jtUrompan&le with liberty; ^erefore 
po iff ^^/rf<5?^ few ought to bcrrtaade; ' : ^ 

v''*2f^. The :p|Sopefrty of the ibil in a free governmeht being one 
lof 'theei{ent.iaiu^h(6.of the collective body of the i^tJple, it is 
^ceiTiry, in order to avoid f^itUKe difpuus, that the lioiitsof 
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iH COMSXrTUTIOl^ OF NORTH-CAROLINA. 

the ftaUifliouId bt afcertatned with precifion i and as the former 
iemponiry liner between North and South Carolina was confirmed 
and extcnded.i>yL€ommifltoners« appointed by the legiflatures of 
the two ftates, agreeable to the order of the late king Georgq IF. 
in counctli that ftncj and that ohly^ ihould be efteemed the fouth- 
ern boundary of this ftate s that is to fay, begiphing on the fea 
(ide at a cedar ftake, ator rvear the mouth oi.Zittk.KiHHr (biding 
the fouthern extremity of Brunfwtc eounty)^ and running from 
thence a horth«*weft courfe. through the bound^ryrhoufe, which 
ft^nds in thtrty , three degrees fiftv! fix minutesy. to thirty five der 
grces/iorthl»&ttude,.iand fvom thence a wieft course, fo far as is 
mentioned in the charter of king Charles it. to the laterproprietors 
pfiCacoltnav^ T/.htrtfoitt aUr'the territory^ feas; waters, and bar- 
liourst wi;tb..their appurtenances, lying between the line above 
defcribed, and tiie fouihern line of the ftate of Virginia, which 
ibeginsaiijdie fea (bore, in tfairsy fix degrees thirty^ minutes north 
latitude, and from thence runs weft, agreeable to the faid charter 
^f king Charles,' are the right and property of the people of. this 
ilate, tOiho held by them in foveteignty ; -any. partial line, witb^ 
out thexonfent of the le^atwfe.oC this ftate, at any time thercr 
after direded or laid out in any wife notwithftanding* Pr^^nM 
atwejSf Thattthts-'decldratiodp of. right (hall not' prejudice any 
nation or nations of Indians. fram enjoying fuch hunting grounds 
as may. hav/e^bcert, .or; hereafter fliall be fetured to'them by any 
|prnc»eri>n:futufe legiilature of thts^ftatc; Jnf^row4id alfo^ That * 
it (hall not be conftrued fo as to prevent the eftabliflxment of ^one 
or more gpyennnehtt^ wtftward of. this ftMe« 'j>yr'coo(e9t pf .the 
kgi^aturo*, ' • ^ni providid/uriter^y'T}fkzt nothing rhercin conlaifttd 
{hall iiScSt tKe tides or.pofleffions^ of indiyidpalft, holding .<iir 
4plaiitiing iiilUler the laws heretofore in force, on giants heret<rfbre 
niade by.thft Ute king Goorge. 11. orhia pD^deot^nffi, or th^tate 
lords proprietors, or any of them. 
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WHEREAS allegiance and protefiion are in their nature 
rectprnft^l, and the nne ihould of right be refufed when 
the other is withdrawn ; add whereas George the Third, king of 
Greaf-Bcitatn^and latefovereign of the British American colonies, 
hath not only withdrawn, from tlmn his proteAioa^ but Sy an zSt 
pf the Britim legidature declared the inhabdtaiuos of thefe ftatea 
out of the protedion of the.BrijKifli crown, an^«31 their property 
found upon the high feas liable to be feized and confifcated to^the 
lifes mentioned in the faid a£t; and. the faid George the Third 
lias alfo fent fleets and armies t£> profecute a cruel war againft 

them. 



CONSTITUTION OF NORTH-CAROLINA* 1^5 

theoiy.fov ibe purpofeof reducing the inhabitants of the faili 
colonies to a ftate of abject flavery ; in confequence whereof, all 
government under the faid jking within the faid colonies bath 
ceafed, and a total diflblution of government in many of them 
hath taken place : And whereas the continental congrefs, having 
xonfidered the premifes^ and othier previous violations of the rights 
of the good people of America, have therefore declared, that the 
thirteen united colonies are of right wholly abfolved from ajl al- 
legiance, to the Britifli crown, or any other foreign jurifdi^ite 
whatfoever ^ and that the faid colonies now are, and for ever fliail 
be, free and independent fiates : Wherefore, in our prefentilate, 
in order to prevent. anarchy .aod confufion, it becomes neceffary 
that government ihould be eftabli(hed in this ftate : Therefore we, 
the reprefentattyes of the freemen of North-Carolina, chofen and 
aiTembled'in congrefs, for the exprefs purpofeof framing a con- 
ftitution, under the authority o( the people,Ymoft conducive to 
their happjnefs and profperity, do declare, chat a. government for 
thisftatefhall beeftabliflied in manner and form following^ to wili: 
.. I, Thiftt the Icgiflatiye authority (hall be veiled in two diftinft 
branches, both dependent on the people, is u;//, a Sena.ej and 

^ 2. That the fenate (haU be compofed of reprefentativcs an- 
.Bually chofen by ballots -one {for each county fn- the ftate. 
.. 3. That the houfe of commons ihall be compofed of representa- 
tives annually cl\pf«;n by..ba)lQt, two for each county, and one 
for each of the towns of Edentown, Newbern, Wilmington, 
, Salifbu^y,. Hilllbprougb, and' Hallifax,, . .. 

4. That the fenate and houfe of commons, affembled for the 
purpofeof legiflation, (hail be denominated, IheGentralJffembly^ 

5* Th^t each membejr of the fenate ihail have ufually reiideS 
in the county \ti whiph b;e is chofen, for one year immedigtel}^ 
preceding his eleftion^ ^ndfbr the fame. time ihall have poficfledi, 
and continue to pofTefs, in the county which he reprefents, notrlofr 
than three hundred acres of .Und infbe. . . 

6^. Xh^lt pa.ch .iP'twbet of th^ houfe of common^ fhall have 
ufually refidcd in the county iW which he is choHea, for oneiyeak' 
immediately prcced'ing his election, and for fix months (hali/have 
pofTeiTed, and co^itihue td' .pt>irefs, in the county which h'^ 
reprefent^i not lefs than^onehumdred acres of kiKi in fee, or for 
•the term of his own life. .. . , . > . . ..i 

7. Th^tal} ffcemen of 'tbeage of twenty-one years, who have 
been inhabitants of any on^ county w.ithia ihe ftate twelve months 
ifnmediately preceding th^.dny -of any de^lifon, and pofieiTed oibi. 
freehold within the fame county of fifty acres of land. for fix mouths 
nextbi^for^, ^nd at.th^<^y:pf(;le£tion, (ball^be'entirled tovoc^for 
a member of the fenate* ••» . • ' i^ 

8« TMraJA freemeajrfiik^^gc of twenty-onff. years, whoha^wt^ 
. * > 3 ' been 
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ibecn infhabitants-of any^cdimty witkiii'the'ilate tiN^l^'inoiiitht 
immediately preceding the day of'*any .«1«£lion, aAd>ltelll hav« 
ipaid public taxes, &aU: be enckii^ lo y0te* fbr meitAe»s^<df the 
' iioufe -of commons^ for* the county iti >wKich he refidek. " • • 

9. That all perfons f^oStfkd of a freehold in any town in this 

• ftate, having a right of reprefcnfa^>i>Q^,' and alfo all freemen yAib 

t^have beoA inhabitants 'Of any fuch town^twdvc monthsnext be^ 

•fore;^ atid at the day of ek<^ibn, ar>d fltalt have paid public taxe^, 

ffraU -be entitled Jto vote for a membcF- td f^prelent fuch c<jwn in 

ttlvehoufeofcommMi'. 'Provided atvi^ays, ^ hat this fedion'fliaH 

<A6t«ntitIe any inhabitant of fuch to^n'to vote for^ftmbers of ' 

^the houfe of commons for the county 4n^whtch he ^may'i'efidtf, 

.nor any freeholder in Aich covnty -who refits ^ifithout or beyond 

tbe limits of fach tov/ri, to vote for a itiefrib'er fbr fJMtmT^^ 

' <• io« That the fenate-and hoiife of oomnKiHSt when' itiet|< (hall 

;«axrh have power to choofe afpeaker, and other th^ff'feficcrfc*; be 

fudges o( tfoe qualifications and elections (if their tfieHiib^s ; fit 

vlipon^theirown adjourn4n€nt>s fromday^to day ; ahd>{>repat>ebi{)s 

^to:be pfffled into laws; The two Hocrfeis (hall dir^Wri^l of 

ele6Uon for fupplyiHg intermediate' vacancies, and ihaHl' alio 

jointly, by ballot, adjourn themfelves to any futui«'4a^aM[||ta«k, 

. »I4« That all bills fhall be read ^three times in^each hDlife before 

they pafs into laws, and be figned t^nh^fpedtei' of bofth llbufetf. 

'12. Th^t wrery perfoB whoibal^l bc'chofen a nierfipbei*^ of the 

&Dateior.houfeof comQions,'or dpp(»inti*d to^any eSdf oi* place of 

^roft, before tajring his Teat, >or enteping^ upon theexeCfltion of his 

office, (halt take an oathto the^{hiit<s,.&nd all officers &a11>alfo 

ccake an oathofo$ce«' • - . .... 

. 13. That the general affcmbly fcallv by joint ballbt of botfh 

iuMifes, appoint judges -of the fuprctno^ctMirts of law a*ifd ^equity, 

jlfiigesLof admirahyv and attortiey^og^iVeral, ^h6 ihltl' be cooi- 

^umoned by the governor, and hold' -their offices >tfuring good 

jlehavic^ir; •••'.••••.• v^ „...,. ^.^ -.,";, ^ _,. .- -_ -^^ 

14. That the fenate and houfe'Df icbmm^fis- fliall have'powerto 
appoint the generals and iiekd offibcrfi^'of' the miKti^j aiid ali-of- 
:fioersof the cegiilar^ army of this ftat^« » - -- • ' '">' ' • 
-'^15, That the fenate and houfe^of'-<:dmm<Jnsr; j^rfntty; at their 
£Tftmcfcting aftei^ each annual bIe6H<)n;'''(halKbytMlo!t'ele^ a 
governprfor one year, <whof|iailwae be<e]igibletb t^Ntt offii^eidif^lr 
than three years in fix fuccefHve years. >«'3^hat no^p^^diPi^trnd^ 
thirty years of age, and who faastiQt b>en^a refrdeht iti this ftate 
above five years,, and having ifttif&fiafe^a freehold I iv land »*an^ 
itenements abovetbe vsilaeo^one^thvttfetid^dOanJs, ihall be'dlgible 
«s a governor. ■ ••• .>». ^u .*..>..... •.. 

i^:iJb^ That the fenate and houfeofi^ci^ift^n^; j^fin tly; ^ ail ttefr 
firft meeting after each annual eledlion, (hall by barlloteTe^t feveh 
'fierXons to be a council of Aatcfof Mfeipear, vi^hd ihvill aVVife the 

governor 



g^y|l^f)^4rit;be.ej6ectHidi» of his office, and* that four motfnbers 
all.be sr!it>iormn; their advice and proceedings flx^U be entered 
in a jouTlial CO be kept for that purpofe only, and figned by the 
members prefent, to any' part of which any member prefencmajr 
entet his^dtlKiH* And «fuch journal rfhadl be laid before^ the 
general affembly, when called for by them. 

ly, Tha£ there IbalLbe a.feal of this ftate, which fliall.be kept 
by the governor, and aied-by htm as.occafion may requrre; andr 
(hall be called. The Gnai Btalof thtjiatt of hi ortb* Carolina^ and 
beaffixtd tO) all grants and.commiffions. 

•i8.. The governor for the («vme being (hall be captain-general 
and cbmmaiider in ^htef . of the militia; and in the recefs of the 
geoseral aflembly ihail'have pdwer; by and' with the advice of the 
council of ftate^ toembodythemilitia.for the. public fafety* 

I9« That the gbvemor'fpr the time being^fhall have power to 
d4^aw for, and apf>ly.£achr(bnis of money as Ihali be voted by the 
general aflembly for the contingencies of government, and'l^ac-* 
count^U^to tbem-for the £ime. He alfo may, by. and with the 
advice of the councilof Aa<ce, lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex^ 
portatroii of any commodity, for any term not exceeding thirty 
days at any one time, in. the recefs of the general aflembiy;^ and 
fliall have the power of grantmg pardons and repHeveJK, except 
where the p^oiecutionOiaU. be carried on by the general afiembly; 
or the Iswiball otherwife dired; in which^cafe he, may, in the 
recefs, grant a reprieve until the next fitting of the general aiTem* 
bly \ and miiy exercifeall the other executive powers of govern- 
ment, limited and retrained as by this conflitution is mentioned^ 
and accord rngN to the laws of thei^atCr And on his death,< ina^ 
bility, or abfence from the ftate, the fpeaker of the fenate for the 
time being ; and in cafe of his death, inability, or abfence from 
the ftate,the fpeafccrof thehoufe of comdfkons ifaallexdrcife the 
powers of government,, after lucK death, or during fuch abftnoe or 
inability, of the governor, or fpeaker of the fenate, or until a new 
nomination is "made by'theg^ncrarl affembly. • ' 

20,, That in every cafe where any officer, the right of whdfb 
appointment is by this conAitution irefted in the general aileitibty, 
fliall during their recefs die. Or his office by other means becomto 
vacant,! the'goverhor fliall have power, with the advice of the 
council of.ftate, to fill up fuch vacancy by granting a temporary 
comiAfflion, which fliall exptrrac ttv^ "ttkia cif the next feffibh of fba 
g^iteifal affembly, , ; . ; • 

21 . That the ^vern^yr, judges of the ftfpr^aie cowrtof hw ami 
equity,judges of admiralty, and attorney^g«weiral, fhaH haveade-* 
qtiatefalaries^ durrng'tHeircDiitidaance in office. 

22. That the general affembly flial^ by joint battbt 6f boA 
bov»fe8,aiimiidly appointa^treafurer hx treafopers for this ftate. 

Jt3* Thtt the |roveiho?y and otller offieer S^ dffending againft the 

ftate. 
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ftate, byifiolating any part of this cbhftttiitton,mal-aclininiftrattOR, 
or corruption, may be profecut^d on the impeachment of the general 
ai&mbly, or prefentsnentof the grand jury- of any ^ourt of fupreme 
jurifdidl'ton in this ftate* • 

24. That the g^neilal aflembly (hall, by. joint ballot of both 
houfes, triennial ly Appoint a fecretary for this date. 

25. That no perfons, who heretofore have been, or heretifter 
may be receivers of public monies, fhall have a feat in either boufc 
of geaeral aflfembly, or he eligible to any office in this ftate, until 
fuch perfon (hall have fully accounted for, and paid into the 
treafury, all fums for which they may be accountable and liable, 

26. That no treafurer ihall have a feat either in fenate, houie 
of commons, or council of ftate, during his continuance in that 
office, or before he (ball have finally fettled ht€ accounts with the 
public, for all the monies which may be in his hands, at the ex- 
piration of his office, belonging to the ftate, and hath paid the fame 
into the handfl of the fucceeding treafurer. 

^ 27* That no officer in the regular army or navy, in theferviice 
and pay of the united ftates, of this or any other ftate, nor any 
contrador or agent for/upplying fuch army or navy with cloatb-> 
ing or provifions, (hall have a. feat either in the fenate, houfeof 
commons, or council of. ftate, or be eligible thereto; and any 
inember of the fenate, houfe of commons, or council of ftate, be- 
ing appointed to, and accepting of fuch office, (hall thereby vacate 
his feat. 

28i That no member of the council of ftate (hall have a feat 
cither in the fenate or houfe of commons. 

29. That no judge, of the lupreme court of law or equity, or 
jiidge of admiralty, (hall have a feat in the fenate, houfe of com« 
mons, or council of ftate. 

30. That no fecretary of this ftate, attorney*general, or clerk 
of any court of record, (hall have a feat in the fenate, houfe of 
commons, or council of ftate. 

31. That no clergyman or preacher of the gofpel, ofanyde^ 
nomination, (hall be capable of being a member of either the 
fenate, houfe of commons, or council of ftate, while he continues 
in the exercife of the paftoral funAion. 

32. That no perfon who (hall deny the being of God, or the 
truth of the Froteft^nt religion, or the divine authority either of 
the Old or New Teftament, or who (hall hold religious principles 
incompatible with the freedom and fafety of the ftate, (hall be 
capabfe of holding any office, or place of truft or profit in the 
civil department within this ftate. 

33. That the juftices.of the peace within their refpefiive coun- 
ties in this ftate, (hail in future be recomn^ended to the governor 
for the time being, by the reprefentatives in general alT^mbly, and 
the governor (hali coxnmii^ou them accordingly; and tbejufticcs, 

wheo 
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when' fa tominiffioned, Ibxil hoM' their offices duringf good b$« 
haviofiiT, and fliifit not. he reoiove4 horn office by the ge^erai aft 
fembly, unlefs for mifbehav lour, abfence, or inability. 
. .34«j THat;tfatt^'JI»II 3)e no eftaWiihmeht of any one religious 
church or denominationJn this ftace^ in pcefecence to any othcr^ 
9ifeith^ftU^anj'^»rftn, on any pretence wliatfoevcc, be. c6mpelled 
tovttchd'ai^tplao^ of woribrpxontvarytohis ownfaith or judges 
ment, nor be obliged to pay for the pirrchaie of any glebe, or the 
.'kiildthgi oP aiiy hmife^of worikip, of /or the maintenance of any 
jaiAJ'lWo^ miniilTy^', contrary" (O* what he believes right,' or bs 
YO!l'ttnta!rily>aiidiper^aliy engaged coi perform ; bat alt perfons 
Ihall be' at liberty to exercife their' own' mode of worfliip. . Pr^ 
nmbd^ Thsit nbthiit^ herein ^ontaiiied flialf be oonftrued'to ex- 
cm*^ paseashelY dF^ti-eafi^abie or feftitious ditc6urfcs from legil 
trial and panilhniesit, . .. > 

35* That ina' ^perfdh" in the fts|te fhall hoid mote than (onfe 
}ucl^ve<)ffick^at»iy'onetfItte. Prwidid:^ Thatno.appoin«menc 
in thtfwliifei; orthe office pf a jwfticeof the'peiHee,'fliall be con* 
iidered as a lucrative' office. j : ^ . 

- . 36; T4iat'di eonimi^ans and grants fltalh pun; in the name of 
die'fh(tb<ofNonh> Carolina^ andbearteft, and be'figned by thp 
.goveriKNV AliWHts'fhall r^ in the-famemailnbii^iand bear'teft, 
and b^ figned by therclbriDi^f'-Ch«4«fpeftii/ce ooarcs; Ixidi^^menta^ 
(hall conclude, Agaififi the peace and dignity of the Jiate» 

xu That theidBVEga^S' f^r .thjsr ilafe to the continental con* 
grels, while neceflary, fhall be chofen annually by the general 

afferobly, l)r.,}ij4lqt,,.biHli rWRJ bp fwR?rA^ |a tb/e.fla«M? tioie'^ 
the fame qij^ff^i^r, gi}d ,X^M^^^ ih.^li l:^.e^^d to ffrve in that 
capacity fdr more than three years fucceffively. 

38. That there fhall be a (herifF, coroner, or coroners, and 
conftables, in each countj^ \ifii{hin this ilate. 

39. That the person of a debtor, where there is not a ffrong 
pfi^^u^^tiof^^f (f §<4d|' jhfU n^ be continued inj}rifon, after de- 
jlvering up^ifoka/dej allhis eftate, real and perfonal, for the ufeof 
his creditors, in luch manner as fhall be hereafter regulated bylaw. 
All prifonersihall be bailable by fufiicient fureties, unlefs forcapi- 
tal ofiences, when the proof is evident, or the prefumption great. 

40. That every foreigner who con^^ to fettle in this Aate, 
heaving firft taken an oath of allegiance to the fame, may purcbafe, 
or by other juft means acquire, hold, and transfer land, or other 
real eftate ; and after one year's reiidence, fhall be deemed a free 
citizen. 

41. That a fchoolor fchools fhall be.eflablifhed by thelegiila- 
ture, for the convenient inftru£iion of youth, with fuch falarieS 
to the maflers, paid 6y the public, as may enable them to inftru£t 
at low prices $ and all ufeful learning malf be duly encouraged 
and promoted in one or more univerfities. 

S 42. That 
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' 4.2. That no purcHfifeof lands (hall be made of the. Indian 
fialWes, but on behalf of tht| public, by'authoHty 6f<the general 

' 43. Tliattheiutttrelegiflatureof tbisfbteJhaUiegalateintaiis 
in iiich a numaer as :tQpsevent perpetuities. . - .. 
: 44v That .the .declaratipn of rights, is herebyndedared to be 
f)art.of the conftitutioncof this ftatp, and ought hei^.to be rio** 
dated, pn any pretenceiurhatfocvicr,: ' -' ** ' « '^ 

V 45* That any meniber of either houfQ of general' alTembly fliall 
iiave libetty :to diflentffott, and.proteft agaiqft, any slAxst Fefolve 
which. hb may think injurious^ to the piiblic, or any indiWdualf, 
and have theceafonsi of his diflent entered on the. journals. ' 
> - 46.0 That neither houfe of the > general affembly Ihall proceed 
kipoH public bufi(iefs,<,unlefs. a: majority. of all thc:mein})ers^of 
fuch houfe are adually prefent ; and that uponaoibtion hiadeagdd 
iecooded, the yeas and na^ys upon any queftion;ihalI be^taken and 
jentered on the journal^^. and that the journals: o£ the* proceeding 
of both houfeaof the general.aflemfaly.&all be.prin^ed*, and made 
public, immediately after their adjoucnment. . -r ; < 

This cctofiitujbiori ts'not^ in tended to pseclude the firefent con-* 
.greiis from making a, temporary proyifion for the wd[k>rdering of 
^is ftate, until the general af&iably (hall efiabliih govecnmeiit 
'ttgreeable tp the.modeJ)ejcein'be&toede£ciitbed¥.,; : ivai-^? ^ :r.! 
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Jn ACT fir e/labUJhlng /A* C O N S T I T U T I ON »/ <A^ 
State rf ^0VLt.Yi^C2iT0\\tit^ faffed ihe igth ^aj of March ^ T778. 

WHEREAS the cohftitution or form of government agreed 
to and refolvcd upon by the freemen of this country, met 
incongrcfs the 26th day of March, 1776, was temporary only, 
and fuited to the fituation of their public affairs at that period, 
^ looking forward to an accommodation with Great-Britain, an 
«vent ihenrdefired : And whereas the united colonies; of America 
Jiave been fince conftituted independent ftates, ahd the political 
connexion heretofore fubfifting between them and Great-Britain 
entirely diflblved, by the declaration of the honourable the con- 
tinental congrefs, dated the 4th day of July 1776, for the many 
great and weighty reafons therein particularly fct forth ; it there- 
fore becomes abipiutely neceffary to frame a'conftitution fuitaMi 
to that great event : Sfe it therefore conftituted ztt^ enaSed, by 
his excellency Rawlins Lowndes, Efq. prefident and commander 
* in chfcf in and over the ftate of South-Carolina, by the honoura- 
ble the leg! flat ive council '^'nd general affcmbly, and by- the 
authority of the fame. That the following articles agreed uporf 
by the freemen of this ftate, now met in general' aflcmbly^^ be 
deemed and held the popftitutio.n and fortn gf government of the 
faid ftate, unlefs altered by. the legiflative authoi'ity thereof: 
which conftitution or foi^m of government (hall immediatdy takd * 
place and be of force froip the palling of this a6t, accepting fucl^ 
parts as arc hereafter mentioned and fpecificd. . ' 

1. That the ftile of this country be hereafter^ 21^/ ^ttite of South-- 
Carolina. 

2. That the legiflative authority be veftfed in a general afferfibly^' 
%o conflft of two diftin6^ bodies, a fpnate and houfe of repTelenta- 
tives; but, that the legifjature of this ftate, as eftabjifhed by the 
fTonftitution or form of government, pafled the 26th of' M^rch 
1776, {hall continue and be in full /orce, unt^l the l^th day of 
J^ovember next epfuing. 

3. Xhat as foon as inay be after the firft meeting of the fenate 
and houfe of reprefcntatives, and at every firft meeting of the fenate 
and houfe of reprefcntatives thereafcer, to be elcftcd by yirtucoiF 

? 2 • ihis 
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*this conftttutton, they fliall, jointly, in the houfe of reprefenta- 
tive^) choofe by ballot, from among thenifelves or from the people 
at large, a governor aud commander in chief, a lieutensiiit-gover- 
|ior, both to continue 4br two yeai^, ^nd a privy^council, all of 
the Proteftant religion ; imd till fuch choice {ball be made, the 
former prefident, or governor and commander in chief, and vicer 
prefident, or lieulenaht-governbr, as' the cafe may be, and privy- 
council, (hall continue to acl as fuch. 

4. That a member of the [ena^e or hpufe of reprcfentatives, 
l>ein^ chofeh and adlingas governor and commander in chief, or 
lie.utienant-gbvernor» (hall vacajte his feat, and another |>erfQn 0iaU 
be eleded in his room. 

5. That every perfon wba (hall \t eleSted governor' ai;id com** 
tnander in chiqf of the ftatCy or lieutehanf-governor^ or a meliiher 
of the privy-council, (hall be;C|uaUfied as followeth^ that is t^fayi^ 
*The governor and lieutenant-governor (ball have i)eea refi|^<nt$ 
}n this ftate for ten years, and the members of the privy-council 
jfive years, preceding their faid election, and ihall have in thif 
0ate a fettled plantation or freehold, in their apd each of theic 
pwn right, of the value of at leaft tein thoufand pounds currency ^^ 
^lear 6it dofa^t ; and on being pleiSlec), they (hall refpedivcly take 
an oath of q;ualiiication in the bouic oi'rcpreientatives* 

6. That no future governor and commander m chief who ihal} 
ierve for two years, {ball be eligiJbie to fer ve in the faid ja&cc aftef 

. fh^ expiration of the (aid ter^^^ uut^ the YmII end and term of foHf 

years. ,., \ '• • '■ ■ 

7. That no perfon in this ^ate (haU bold the office of gov^rpoij: 
thereof, ^r lieutenant-governor, apd/ny other office or comliii^ioiii^ 
pivil or military, (except in thje militia) either in this or any otbei: 
llate ; pr under the authority qf the continental congrefs^ at ons 
and t^e fajne time. * , 

S. That ji^ cafe of the in^pieachment of the governor and comn 
fnander inphief, or hjs removal Ikoini office^ death, refignation« oc 
abfence from the ft;ite, the lieutenant-governor (ball fucceed tci 
ills office, and the privy-coMncil (hall choofe, out of their awn, 
body, a lieutenant-governor of the ftate. And in cafe o( the im-. 
peachment of the lieutenant-governor, or his removal from office^ 
death, re()gn^tian:, or abfence fsom ihe ftate, one of the privy- 
ipouncil, tolie chofen by themfelves, (hall fuccee^ to his officf* 
lentil a nomination to thofe offices refpe^iively, by the (enate.an^ 
^pufe of reprefentatives, for the remainder of the ti^^ for wbl(f|i, 
the officer foinjpcach^d, rcipoved from, office, dying, re%ning, QJ5 
being ablc^nt, was appointed. 

9. That the privy-councii lljaH confift of the lieutenant gover- 
nor for tl^e tia|d beings j^id eight other members,, five of who\n. 
ihall be a qugruoi, to be chofibn as before dire^ed, four to fcrve{ 
|pr two years, and four ror one year j and at the expiration of one 
' ' ■ ' year 
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vcar^ four btlKrs'fhill be ebofcn ifi tke r«cmi of ^e loift four tJ6 
^rve for «w<> years, and all future mentbers of the privy-'coinictt 
fliaitl thenc^^forwaid be ekded to terve for t\^ years, . whereby 
ther^ will be a new eledion dve/v year for half d£ the piUf 
eoMncil, and aC0nftant rotation euabliibed i but no member df 
the privy couDcil, who fliall ferire for tvfi9 ycfars, fllaH be ^igiftlo 
to ferve therein after the ex-piration of the faid term, until die Ml 
mnd And term of four years : Provided always, that'no oiKcer of the 
army or fldvy, im the fenrice c( tbecomineiK dr this ftate, nor 
jjudge of any of cbe couMSvof law fliail beeitgrblei nor iball aba 
Either, Ton or brother of the governor for the time bemg, beekdcd 
in the privy^eouncil during his adtnirHftj-otioO* A membei' of (ho 
fenatc or houie of reprefentatives^ being chofeti of the privy^coun^ 
eil, tiall not thereby lofe his feat in the ^nate or houfe of 
leprefeotatives, uhiefs he be elated Heutenant-gov^ernor^ in whkli 
cafe he fl&all, and ^another perfon (fatll be chofen in his Acad. Th«x 
pfivy council is to advife the governor and commander in thiefy 
when required, but be fhali not be bound to cotifult them unleftr 
dffeded by law* If a member of the p-fivy-^councii Iball die or 
depart the ftate, during the recafs of t4ie general afiembly, the 
privy^counci) fhtill choofe aitother IN) ad in his rooiki^ untH ^ 
noihination by the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives fliall fiake 
place. The clerk of the privy-couijeii ihail keep a regulafe- jouraat. 
oif all their prQceedings, in which (hall be entered the yeiia iintk 
Aays on every quelHon^ and the opinion, with the reafona at large^ 
of any member who defift^^t ; whidh journal ibiril be laid befSrd 
the legiflature, when required by either ti6«iie. 
• io« That in cafe of the absence from the feat of govefhmenlf. 
or ficknefs of the governor and the lieuteriant-^governory any oiht 
of the privy-council may be eitypowered by the governor^ vridef 
hi% hand and f^al, to adt in his room 3 but fuch appointtitentflnll 
ndt yacate his feat in the itnslte, houfe of repcefemativcfr^ or- jpriVy^ 
ebuneii. 

1 14 Tbt(f the executive aotboriry be veiled iil the gownrnAr ait4 
^SOftiHialider lit thief) in manntf fMsrein mentio^ed^ 

12* That each pariftt artd dfftridi throughout this ftate^ flmtt 
cHi tm kft M^ti&Ay in, November next, and the day foUowiiig, 
and on the fame days of every fecond year thereafter, etofty b]f 
^llot, one member of t)\e fetfare ; except thedifiti&of St# Philip 
and St^ Michael')^ pari&es^y Chairlei-town, Ivbicb iball eleA tvi^o 
members, and except alfo the diftr^ betweeii Br6ad and Saludy 
i-ivers, in three divlflons, via^thelowerdiftricl, little river difeift, 
and upper <^r Spartan dtft^£t) eaeh 6i which fai^id^diviiion^ iball 
ele£l ono iliein^bei i and except the paciibes of St. Matthew ahd 
Orange, which (hall eled one rsember ^ and aifa> except the 
parifhesof Prince -George and All Saints, which ihail ele& one 
member. Aiui the eIcclio» of (enafioi^ for fucb patiflies refpefbi vdTyi. 
*• Ihali;;. 



134 CO^N&TITUTION OF 'SOUT.H-yCAROLIlT A.^ 

4ball, until otherwife altered by tbe legiflaturc, be aC the parifli of 
t'ctnce George, for the faid pari^an<i the pmth of All Saints^ 
«hd:ac the parifli of St. .Mattbevir ,for that parifli and the pariib 
■ of Grange ; to meet on t(^e iirft Monday iit January then next, at 
the feat of government, unlefs the cafualties of war or contagious 
diibrders fhbuld render ituniafe to meet there ; , ixi which cafe the 
governor and commander io chief for the time being, may, by 
prbcl^imation, .with 'the advi(^ and confent of the prjvy-council^. 
appoint a more fecure and convenient place of meeting; and to. 
continue for two years, from the' faid laft Monday in November; 
and th%t no perfon fhall be eligible to a feat in the faid fenate, 
iinlefs he be of .the Proteftaat rehgioo, and hath attained the age 
0f thirty yearS, and hath been a refluent in this ftate at leaft iive 
years. Not lefs thain thirtes^ members fhall be a quorum to do 
buiinefs, but the preildent or any three membei:s may adjourn 
from day to day. No perfon Who refides in the pariih or diftci^, 
for which'he iseleSed, fh*all^take his feat in. the fenate, unlefs he. 
poflefles a fettled eftate and freehold, in bis owi| right, in the (aid 

Griih or diftriA, of the value of two thou fan d pounds currency at 
ift, clear of debt ; and no non-refident fhall be eligible to a feat 
in the (aid fenats, unlefs he is owner of a. fettled. elUte and free-r 
hold, in his own right, in the parifh or di(lr,icl where he is ele<^ed» ' 
of the value of feven thoufand pounds currency.at. leaftt aifo clear 
of debt. .' «> . 

. 13. That on the laft Monday in Novenpiber next, and the^ay 
following^, and on the fame d^ysof evgry fecond year thereafter^, 
inembers of the houfe of reprefeatative$ (hall be chpfen, to meel^ 
onth'e.jirft Monday in January then next, at the feat of govern- 
Bient, unlefs the cafualties of war or contagious diforders ihould« 
render it unfafe to meet there, in whi«h cafe the governor and^ 
commander in chief for the time being may by proclamation^; 
with the ^vkre and confent of the privy council, appoint a mor$ 
fecure and convenient place of meeting ; and to continue for twjcl^ 
years from the faid laft Monday in November. Each pari(h and 
diftrid within this ftat^^, (ball fend members to the genera] alTembly 
in the.foUowing proportions, that, is tp fay. 

The pari(h of St. Philip and St. Michael, Charleftown, thirty, 
members. 

.The pari(h of Chrift^Church, fix members. 
• The pariih of St. John, in Berkley x:oiinty, fix members^ . 
^ Thepari(hof St. Aiidrew, fix meipbers. 
, The parilh of St. George, Dorohefter, fix ipembers. 

The pan(h of St. James, Goofe-crcek, fix members. 

The pari(h of St. 1 bomas and St^ t)ennis, fix members. 

The parifli of St, Pajul, fix members. 
• The pari(h of St. Baclholomew, fi;t members. ' 

. The parifl) of St. Helca^,;fiic memb^f^, 

3 The 
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* The parifh of St. James^ Santee, fix members* 

: The pari(h of Prince G^rge, VVinyfth, four members. 

The parifli of All Saints, two members. 

) The p4riih of Prince Frederick, fix members* .^. * - 

The parifiiof St. John, in Colleton county, fiximembers. *- 
. The pariib of S,t . Peter, fix members. 
^ The pariih^if Prince William,iix members*. ... : - i ^ 

The parifb of St. Stephen, fix members* . . „ , r 

, Thediftrid tothe eaftward of Wateree river, ten members.". ' * 
; The diftriS of Ninety-Six, ten members. ... 

The diftrid of Saxe-Gotha, fix members. .i 

The diAri& between Broad and Saludy rivers, in tbntdwHioaSf 

a. viz* ^> : ': ': * 

TheXowerdiftmdl^ four members, t . :- *, : , ... m r ! 

The Little River. diftriA, four members. • ; n..; 
1. The Upper or Spartan diftrid, four members. . " * ^ . ' 

The diftri£l b,etween Broad and Catawba riMers, ten membcrSt'> • . 

The d£f|Mrii& called the New Acquifition, ten members. « 
^ The p^rifliof St. Matthew, tfarde members, v .j • • 
. The pariih of Orange, three members. 
- Theparifliof St. David, fix 'members. 

The diftrid between Savannah river, ^nd^ the. north forJcof 
Ediftoy fix members.: '. ... .> • •_,: ; t 

And the eledtion ofthefaidinenobersihal]becohdu^d,'asnear 
asobay.be,.agr«eabIe tp thedirc&ions of the prefeiitor any future 
election a£l or a&s. And where there are no* thurches or church-^' 
wardens in: a diftri&^or pariib, the hdufe of reprefentativea, at 
ibme convenient time before their expiration, fliall appoint placesr 
of elefUon, and perfons to. receive votes- and m^ke returns. TJle 
qualification of ^lt£bors flutll be, that every free white man, and 
no other perCcmi,. who acknowledges jthe being of t:Uod, and.be-. 
ll&ves in afuture ftate of rewards and puniihments, and who Has 
atti^Aed to: the age of one and twenty years, and: hath^ been a 
refident and an inhabitantrnthis. ftate for the fpace x)f one whole 
year, before the day appointed for: the ele'ftion he offers to gi v^ his. 
vote at,, and hath a fr^hold; at; leaft of fifty) acres of land^ oca' 
town. lot, and. hathbeeh lefgally feized and poffefledof the fame, 
at leaft fix piondis previous to fucfaele&ion, or hath paid a tax the 
Receding year, or ..was taxable theprefent year, at leaft -fix months 
previous to the faid cledion, in a fum equal.to the tax on' fifty 
^CDQS ofjand^ to the fiippoct of this government, fliail be deemed 
a perfon qualified to vote for, and. fli^U Ht capable of eie&ing a 
reprefentative or repreflmtativeSj^ to.ferve as a.member or members. 
is^ the fenate^ ftod houfeof repref^nutives, for the pariib or diftridb 
wlierebeLa£i^lly ira;rcfideht,orloimy parifli or diliri«5l« in 

thi»ftate,r!wherehe bath the .like freehold. Eledors'lkall take an 
ciathf or aflidtiatien of quaUficatian^jf required by the returning 

oftcer. 
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officer. No perfoii flcaM- bo oIi|gjbie ta-fu^^iw^e hdufe drrtgrefea ta- 
tives, unkfsiicbeofit^t piinaitei{:anc,reiiig;iQii^an4shiath Wseu^rtfidenc 
in this ftate for three years, previiou9/t<vhrs eItt<S;bbnw:> .Th&qiiaEti- 
cation of the eledffd^ iFrefidotits in> theiparidiiordiftiiji&ifaifivihich, 
they (bait.' kafi'vtikxfnoi^ fhoiil ha.<itm ixme'ast'montijbiKnj ia the 
election a£t, and conUrued to mesn ett^0 of debt.i'> fiii^^ornta<^ 
refidcnt (hall be elig^lis ii> aTeaCrin<-the kou&of ireftoefef^tacfyies, 
unlefs he is owner of a iitttled eila.(e aqd> freehold^* inrhcsrobn 
rights nf tha (nul^ie of shmt choofind'^and 'five hundred poujids 
currency at leaft, clear ofdebri, tnittoeipanditordiftfuSiifor which 
he is elected. : • ' ' », . I* 

e . 114;. TJiaftiif any {>aiiifli 4)« dlfln^&afgle&s/acxfe&fes to.elef): - 
members ; or if the members chKyfen do not meet in general af- 
fembly; thofe who do meet.Anlitiiaye/tb£>{K>Mteri2olnme^general 
afTembly. Not lefs JtAi^Uf ^sty^nihej iiiebibers/fl&H makora ihoufe 
of reprefentatives:to:da buiine&>i b^ki thQic^eaker,vO<'aiiyifCven 
meiidbelrs,>may.a4}nini ffbm<ia^4o>dayii x ■ I \ 

15. That, at -thci eixpti!ation33£Tsre)rt^y(ttr»affier thep^fSiig^of 
this conftitution, andat tiie:eiidofte;i^ery!touvteaii yvatatlttrea&r^ 
the reprefentation of the '^tu^lc^ftau^fhajibr pr^porcioiwd iAkhe 
moft e^ual and juft mannsr, acc^rdrngctotbeipactibuhiraiid^edni- 
iiaraJive ftrftii|;thy:aad.ta^ble ptofet^^^d6 the dEi(SeBeflt'p«rt3io£ 
the fame; regard being always had to the number >of4«^^(e.iiui 
hibfttot;^* ihdiiiaph^taxafaler propefCjrl : :- . .. i . ^ 

'ifk4, TJiatail moiiey'^bil'ls'-for tho iuppt>n<^u ffjiv oi^uwtkt^ (hd% 
originate in dn^^beifie of irepcefintatiires^ and iuU not Jbe altered 
0£afB«nded:by^tJte fetoate,>but mayrbaii»^cbft).by]th^ r.iA«d.tfaat 
ae;mqney be drawn 4)iitofi thopablfc /trexfuiiyv J but bf the^legifi 
kiive audtority m£^ tho'fttfttj Ali oebtr'biilB>ait4 dfdinaiwes map 
take riiein th&fenate'Orhoufe^of^iiepisftitWxves^ mxii^tssJktipoJ^ 
ameitdfldy. or 'nfcjefted by ^ker. AA%: ukd orc^iiianoqsi^viiig^ 
paffedtfaeL^frai aifiembly,' ikailt iunm the. great fo^haffixeiL^ 
fihcm^ by aijbint ^omi^iwo*^^' bbdi hMirev^ who tUallcwait ttpots 
tlle^ovssDoroco* rerceive^ and .return^ the^ ical'; andnfliaU^rii0ili.b6i 
&giipiihytiur.ptoCviknto( thefeiiate^.4ndilxijEnkek> of itfaolwm/b^of 
jKpffefi^tai]ivM,<in the feiiace iiMe^aml^(h»l thtanttdFortk Mie&ibc 
fiovoc and' MftI idii^y of v^* lawy and t bi^' lo^ed initHtn fecfrfliarjr^sbAee; 
Andtbt^ fenai^^'aiwi iiovifeof i!dpiie&nt&rl9«MvMi{>c0kiv«i)ryciftiaU:atn« 

joynail oohtHiprfa^k^^hidhi^ia^^ >t any ttmeibeM^^ed) hb^ 
c^icncifed^bf ttt^«c^mmo9is<houiit «#aifieiiio * i' ^ <i. t ^. <..\q 
I7« Ttiaibittt^hepthtiftntte i«)K^hou^^tf fccpn^^ And! 

kaye fM»wertco'ad)<iM<'^ .fiiomfti\4C«i>f9rr itiy^^ongertitti^^mibpsm 
4zf%^' mthoat v thenniutuat' iQ^nft^ittf f ^ wch '^1 :;'£ho gitt9e#nor>i^ 
oomm^nderUi^Qhittf ihkU^ ha^ts n^ jMWief (lOiai^i^iirn^^MSirst^ m 

tfonlbcit of.tbe'i<piiiryicoitociUc6mwne4haiii) U6]Miwh0>4il«itiGl 
wbioh^tbcf iMi imid |K}>Ditracdii'' ARdt-frhUnreii^bittiAadPlMii 



' . ' ; Ihall not he *rtJught in agatri thit 

: tiour^r and i notice oMx days biiiig 

tbdlfeotitprtttntatlvti fliall each choie 
jattbtj without liortn-OUl. And tii^i 
•tit of the fenaie*, '^nd fpeaket qT the 
ill iffae writs for filling up vacant^ie^, 
refpciftivc houfes, giving « Wafl riii+e 
Vre^ks, and noj: morp than Uiirty-fivc days previous tiOti'ce, df ihc 
time appbinted for tbfc ele^ion^ 

ig. That if any parifh Or diftrift Diall negleft'toeleft « mehl- 
l>cror mctnberS) on) t)ic Aty of eledlioa; or in cafe any perron 
chofen a oiembcr q( either 'hbiile, fliall refufe to qualify and take 
his Icat as fuch, or die^ or depart the flatej thefenivceor hourebf 
.reprefeniaUves, as the cafe may be^ (hall appoint proper dayj^r 
« ricQinga meiplier or members, in fuch tafes refpei^ively. 

20. That if any member of the fenate or hoiift of rcprefeiJtaiffresi 
.iball accept any place of emolument, or anytqmmiJHon'^^xciC^t 
in the militia, or commilBan of the peace), and except at'ls ex- 
cepted in the tenth article, he fiiall vacate his feat, and there fliill 
thereiipoa be a new eledion j but he Iball nor be difqiialij!^^ froln 
fefvin^, upon being re-^elefted, unlefs he is appointed fetreta^y of - 
.thcAatc^a commiiSonerof the treafury, an officer of thecuftobis^ 
teglfter of mefne conveyances, a cleric of either of the courts of 
jultice, fheriff, powder -receiver, clerk of the fdnate, houle bf 
rcprefentatives, or privy council, furveyor-general, or cpmBiiflai-y ■ 
of military Itores :■ which officers are hereby declared difqualified 
.from being members either of the feiiate or houTe of rcprefentatives^ 
21. And whereas the miniflers of the gofpel are, by their piV>> 
feffion, dedicated t« the fervice of God, and the cUre of fouls, and 
ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their fundioa ; 
therefore, no miniAer of the gofpel, or public preacher, of any 
religious pdfuafton, while he continues in the exercife of his 
paltoral fun^ion, and for two years after, Ihall be eligible eitlter 
AS governor, lieutenant-governor, a member of the fqnatc, houfe 
of reprefentatives, or privy council in this ftate^ 

211 That the delegates to rcprefent this ftate in the congreft 
of the united flatcs, be chofen annually, by the fenate and houfe'of 
reprefenUtives, jointly by ballot, in the houft of reprwfeniatlvts. 
And nothing contained in this conftiiution, fhall beCbnfirued.to 
extend to vacate the ftat of any memberj wlid is Or Ittay be a 
delegate from this Hate to cgngrefs, as fucli. ' 

23. That the form of impeaching all officeri of the fiate, 
for mal and corrtipt conduft in thtir refpeflive offices, ro^ 
amenable tcr any other jurifdiflion, be Veiled in the h^ie of 
reprefentatives: But, that it fliall always be neceflary, that tWo- 
<hird parts of the members prefent do confi-nt to, and agtfe in, 
T . fuci 



jfrp^Jjropeaehxyycgj^, TMt^^he feo^tors apd fuch of the, jiidges of- 
,'tWs^ftate/a8 are i)oi njemBiers pf tKf ppdfe 'ofreprefentatives, be a 
^court for the trial oifimpeachifaerits, linder fuch'regulatioil^ as the 
^J^gi^ture flxajl el^ab^ilb ; /knd that, previous to the trial of every 
^Jiropw^"^^"^* ^^-^^'i"'^^'"^^^ the faid court; fhall refpedivety hie 
^'jTyqcf't Vulji ;aii(f Iraijpartially to try arid determine the charge in 
iWftioA^ iccor^Ilii^ Vo evJJence. And' nb judgment olT the faid 
McQ^riV. exgjbpt judgni^'^nt pf acquittal, fball be valid, unlefs it (hall 
^PAfffyxtqd*^ .I^J twp^ pj^iVts of -the members then jirefent. 

* And on every; trial,*is well on impeachments as pthers^^the party 

,i<^/^d-M14|c.'^))9W4.c(nin^ • • 'V " .,.' ' 

Tph'at ^e lieutenant-gbycrnofr'^ iu-i*-^- ■ -^j _> _-.i^:.^?^_ 

privy-jcouncij,* "for the t'Irne bi 

,„___._ by the legiflature^cxercife the p( 

'^nd thqreihair be ordinaries, appointed 'iii the feveral idiftridls 4n 
' tnii ftatc, tobechofcn by the fenate and houfe of re^refentativ'et 
.jointlv,:by ballot^. In the houfe of r^prefentatives, who (hall, with- 
' i^fteir r<g[pcdtive clift^^^^ the^ powers heretofore ej^erci fed 

^'tyffij ordanaryV:, A^^ until fuchap()bintment is made, theprefent 
..prJmaW, in Chariellownl'fiian continue to ^xercife that office as 

peretofpre. .... % 
^*^"^*iy,..TH9t,the jurirdiSion of tlic court of admiralty be cotifined 
^1p!g)^riti!pe caufts/ 'J, u« . -' 

*o V^S^ '.T^a^ juftjpc? of tlie peace fnall be nominated by the fenate 
-. ao^j., houfe of rcpj-efentatives, joiptly, and commiffioned by the 
g^v^rnor and commander in chief, diirilig plekfdre. They fhall 
beintitled to receive the fees heretofore eftablifhed by law; andl 
notiifting in the maeiftracy, they fhall not be.intitled to the 
ppvU.eges allowed to'tnem bylaw. * 

; 27, That ail otl)er judicial officers (hall be chbfen byballot^ 

* jbihtly, l^y the fenate ajid houfe of reprefentatives, and, except the 
.judges of. the CQur.^ of chancery, comnfiffioned by the governor 

an^. commander"' in diief during good behaviour; but (hall be 

. i^cmoycd on addrefi^'of the fenate and h^ufe bf reprefentatives. ' - 

", 28'. Th^t th$ fceriffs,. cjualified as by law direfted^ (ball be 

chblcn in lite mariner, by the fenate arid hotife of reprefentatives, 

when th^ governor, lieutenant governor, and privy council a'ro' 

irih^fen, and commiffioned by the governor and commander in chief 
for two year5, and {hall give fecurity, as required by law, befoVe 

".they enter on tlie execution of their office. No flieriff who (hall 

'have fervid for two years, (hall be eligible to ferve in the fa'id 

office, after tne expiration of the faid' term, until the full end and 

teiFniof /our years, but (bait continue in office until fuch choice 

be madp:.Nor (hall any per foiii be eligible as (heriiF, in any 

* j^Ulrlik^ unlefs he jhall have redded theteiii for two years, previoW 
to tbcekction; » 

29. That two commifljojicfs of the treafury, the fecrttary'of 



ih«?^ft«c; thi'.wgrtert cT in each diftriftj 

attorney gcncrif, fiiiVtyor gcncr^j |Jowdcr->r<?^^^efi coUcflord-a^ 
comptropcrsofthectiftqltis, and>rli]t^,be'chi>fth in-^ke ntinher, 
by the febate, aird *oufr^9f^h;ph5ftlitati*eS?^'oifitifi'^yl^^ 
i^ tYithoafe of repreCentMv^i knd eomitifffidhe^Pby the-got^rnot* 
and'commanacr in cHicf,_ for twb ^fcirrt; / 'i^fii^ noHe^f ^hffUii 
ofilcers itffpcaiytfly, who tbzli'hive fthrcd for .fe'or years, fhilJ b^ 
eligible tor Tcrvcitt^the fold offices^" after the cipirat^on^ofithe (i\& 
tertn^ uneirthefc'ir.cndarid'termeP four years', biic^ cohtinucf 
in bfficeutiti!' Vneinr cho?ce:'Bd~'ihadd : Provided, that nothing; 
herein- contafned,^ lUaH extend to th^ (ever^l'peribns i^p6?A^'tx> 
the above offices •rcffpeaivelV, ' liftcfcr the late? conftitUtion. AM 
that the prefefntj and all f tmire comW^flSoniii-s of-fi>e treaftipy^; ^^^^ 
pbWdcr recrtveVij iball eacB' givi hi)n6; .With approved fcciijtity, 
agreeable to laW' • "■ . - -* - .:.... <». ; > 

* j^, • TBat all the dftceft-iK»tfce'arhiV and nav^ 6f this (tat^, of 
apd above the rank of *cifptii!ir!]^ffiiH Be cho^n by'-the fenate an!! 
Jjoufe of rep^efentati^^sv jpittilfi ;ty'bi*tet,i Jw^^ Hfeufe of rfe^j!>ri!i 
ientatives, and comifhtffioSridj^by the gaveritbr*slild'c^ 

Vhiefj atid thak. another officers -ift^thc-dftiiy-dftd' havy of thife 
%atei fhaU be commjflibndct Vy^theigoW^f anti dommander lii 

"31. That lii cafeof vacatacv,iii4iiy of ttebficcs ttb(8redii-c6^c4 
to be filled by the fenate and hdttfe <>f reprtfen^tativ^, tfafie rbv^ornor 
and' commander in chief, withtfae advice aftd'C^fenr'(yftn&«|>riVf 

^unxril,' mav appoint-othersiin'theirfleadj until there ihafrb^vaa 
cleSton by tne fenate andlioufe bf reprefentatiy^ to iiH thofeVff- 
tradcics refpcfdHVcly. ' •' '*»>... 

* y^V" That' the- govcrftc* alnd ^-cohimander ih chief, withtht 
^dvi^e and cohfeht of the t>rii^]r' cOuftctI, may appoint, during 
pleafure, uhtilotherwifcdlr^aed by law, all' blher neccflaryot 
*l!cersv except fuch as are now by law direi£tel to'foe'^tlieftwifc 
Vghoftri. -■ - . '• ••/'. '• '^* ''''• ^"''' ' ' -^ 

33* T-hatf^he gdv^npr^nd conunander in chief, (hall-have'iio 
'power toCcoiiitnenee ^ar,or conclude peac^v or^itivter ilit&a^y^^bal 
'treaty, withiittt thecoftflentof tite'ienateand hoiKbof i^epAefcntaejvef. 

^., That ^he-fefdl^tions of the late^congrefej df this^ftate^^iartd 
illlaws "iiow orforce'here'l(ahd not hereby akcred), {hJ^ll fo Con* 
*^tinUe, until altered oi^repealed by the'legiflatureofthis ftate, uiilefs 
"^where -they are temporary, in which cafe th^y &iU expire, at the 
•times rtfpeftively limited for their duration, * • '^ - 

^ 35. That the governor and 'commander 11$ thief fpr the time 

* being,' by and with the advice and confentbfr the priv^y coiTitoii, 
'faiiily lay embargoes, ofprohiblif the export&limof arry comtnodkyy 
' fof^y time^BOt^xceeding^bil-ff dayS) inthl^recersofthegenend 
'"aflchtWy. • ^^ ••*■ • ■ '--^ -"' •'■"■- '^- -^'^rj''' ■'■'- -^^''^■o 

V That Ail^^fiMi^ VhD ihal).be ithofen and appointed 'Oo^^iiy 

Tz c«cc. 






T «^ I, A* .8- d9^^li»Mq4g!5^^tee|4^4pf^89^tb^ t(p;i 



V^^ni^e or,p^d^§m^%^^ ^m>\ Afl4J/^<b *««*«. a?, «%». (a& the 

tfaj^ TfeiH^ nn4 h^ iKa^ ai^d fHCCf^U^?^, ai»d.ii^ ly *ek.abettors^ 
iftfts^$^ 4r4 ad^^t^f^^ ^i wijl ^vi^ tjie laid |taxe in. the office 
#f A . , r wi^ fidf U^y and tMuapiKi ^^4 ^ccot4'iBS to tl^ 

^oft of. ri^y il^iU iod i^nd^rtandn^. . . .§9 ^help ^e C|q4t- ^ 

officers of this ft'ate, and be fixed by law. . , . .;^ , * 

^^ tfeere i^ q^^.Q^ and ^(murci4^(^ pi^.xow^irds, and pHniihi^T 
aieotf^and $h^,Qft4 is P«W>«^ ?9!*^ #>r4t!Bi«d,^ ibali he fireclj 
i»hf^tfAr. T*?<? :§WftwPr^tft^M«ii5iott iball bedeemcd^ ai^d 
ifi.l^ef^by ^4^£Ui|»ttt^i|||d.<^lMe4.^^^.tb«;e(b|^ relig^raaof 

Ht>fc#ftlffr V i;;bW#H.4wiWHi»fio(p fij^^^ftf^n.^xateftanis in this 
ilate, demeaning tbem(elvp$ peaceably and faithfully, ihaH cnjmF 
»<|«iaiib5%i0¥*wi.i:iy»l pwipgifs^. >TQacw«npl»(b t)ikideiirabfe 
*Wl»fe wnljftwt;.ifljw? ioji^ijdigiwa property 0/ tljofc focioti^ 
^Fclli:iii2|ns)( vriji^lMf ^ Jf^y «rffWlx ij^«¥r»qfatcd> for tjiepivr 
|M>(^q{( f^^KH^ ¥mrflliN.?fn4^ tff^PM^ »t frfly lato th? ipovKer of 
W^cy.^^h^r ibckty of chiiftigan Pri>t»f^fit% either; ^kf^indf £»r!!jcd[« 
or hereafter to be formed, to obtain the like ii}<;9|^^ation^ Jt if 

;|i9ci0tie$ Qf the chmr^h of £o^ii4» (ba^ ^r^s^f^y formed in this 
M^t$y foe tj^ purppf^^.of re)igH#U^^4r4^i'P9 t^li iGtUl continue ifu? 
j3lM^|9lPi. and feK^d the jrel|gtVHi& pr^p^f ^ iTsow ^r^ thdr pofloffiock 
And that, whenever fifteen or more male perfofis, hot tindoT 
dmMl£!/hmp,. ViMrSb pf age«. Pf^^g-* lit^ ^ri^iia^ l^otefltant 
.zdUlefQiif . Wl Hf *eeinf t<?[> Uftife t^M^v^ i^, st^ fi^ie$y« , tot the 
jawpofoa ot^gi^lM. tKOrftifK <^<jP iWJ« (Qn-.cqppAj^if^ witb^ tte 
Itsfin;^ hlireifiafi^r fitentioned;) U^ iusd:<ht>-Q9iiaft^<^^|e4i:^ churchy 
-and be efteemcda«id regaf^fvf ii^Uwsas^of tl9^«fM;>Ij|&d religac^ 
•€ififihe fta^e, andm a pefti^iofv t}^ «)|et.kgi^4.U)ire^ (Mt.b^ intid^ to 
; bf raqo^pof at^^ fivi Ho enj^y c^^^ pri yik^^ Thaji^ ^v^ry f^ciety 
of chriftians, fo formod^ &k^U giMjl ^h^^iii&lMeiB s^ f^j^me qr deton^t 
.iniitiM^ b^. whj^ll llley &^l be ^lie^^kno^wh. in Is^l and all 
, A>a«;afibpiat^ with"; thmn. fa« the piiQ|i«r4»a Qf vorijjiipx, (^1 Ife 
.^fbonwd^fis iWfeiiging^ toi tbft fociei)^ fi| 0j|)^d :. Bat tkn^ pptvip^s € 

of every denomination as s^foreiaid, itid in order, to int;il}er^t|p|&p^ 
xilKi»t^rfll6tk,As^ .io( pe(ijftibJit|pfii 0^ li^f ti^ipf tp^'and 

^vifij ' ' • .i fubfc]f!bc4« 



fubferibieds 4iia4>o^kt the foUowioft fii^uticl^,, wUhout which, ih^ 
^gr^mentor uiupnof oieii^ iipon pre(efi<;eof ^igiony>ihall imft^ 
chimin to \k incorporated, and ofteeoifd asachnrch of the cftab)ilh(Q4 
^ligf oi| of d^s.ftatc : . " :i .v. *. 

firj^ Thft them is one eternal ;God^ and f futunr ftat^ of 
rewards. aD4t>uf»i(hmenu. . '^ *> . ,: ri i: 

.$^«99^.Tnat God is jpublidy to he woribipped* r-* 

52«r4^ That the chrinian religioa is the true r^i^iicm. 
bir/i^ That the hoiy.&criptvm of the Old^^d New: T^W 
ment 9r^ of divine iAlpiratiop, aad are the rule of faith mi 
pra^ice* ,.^, ... .-. ,., 

Jjfifiiy Th^ it is lawful,; and the duty of ev^ery ama, ^Wg 
thereunto called by thoft thatgoyfrui to bear witnefs to truth.." 

That. every inhabitant of this flate, wbe^ called to iiiak» an 
lippeal to Gmi as a witnefs to^trutb, Ihall be permitted to doit in 
that way which is moft agreeable to the dt^tcs of his own conl* 
fciencer And, that the people 'of this ftate may for ever.ei^y 
^e right of eleding their own paftori oi; clergy ; , and,^ at the CtLWfi 
time, that the ftate may have fufficient fecurity for the due dif^ 
charge of tbe'paftoral ofi^e, by thofe wh<) ihall oe admitted to be. 
clergyoien. no perfon ihaU o&ciate.^8 minificr of any eflabli&eid 
church, wno (hall not hayebeen choien by ^majority qf the Sock^ 
'|o wfaadh heiball miniltera or by peFC:>n^ aupoiated by the faid 
majority to choole and procure a mfniifer for them, nor .ajfiijf th|e 
Bivm^er (b /pboien and i|pp9Kite4r' ftiallfharye made and fqbfcjfibed 
the fol]x)wiitg declaration, over and above the ajforefaid ifive art;iole^ 

<< That he is deternuae4y \(f Qrio4fs gnu^e,. ou^ of ihc; kqly. {crip** 
tures, to tn%u£b the people leppin^tted to hi^ oharge^i.andt^^jeacli 
!nc^ing (asrequhred of neceffity to etcrn4^1c.f»)iratipn>.bu^jthAt 
which he ihall oe perfu;idcd may, ha ;oojacli4ided]aAdprove^..fig9pi 
.the fcrifture> that he^will uii^ bqth public and prili^fte %dfno. 
Ijtitions, a& v«;ell to the lick aja to the; wboliSi within bis cuff, as 
need {)ia11 require, and occafion(£bj^i.ho,giiK?Q }. anii tharhewi^l 
be diligent in prayers, and in reading of the holy Scriptures, and 
In fuch ftMditf ^sheip to the bM^ledgeof ^4ii^ ;b'tha\he wilt 
be diligent to frame and fa&ion his own felf and his family acr 
cording to the doctrine of ChJoft, and to make both himfelt and 
them, as much as in him lieth, wholefome examples and patterns 
to^theflocfeof Chrift iJthat he will maintain and fet forwards, aa 
much as he can, quietnefs, peace, and love, among all people, and 
efpecraUy^amoqg thpfe thaf are or ibath be ^committed to h«s 
Chargpe/^" ... 

No pe^foQ fball difturb or moleft any religious, ailembly, nor 
fhali ufe any'rejprdachful, reviling, or abufiv^ hrrgu^ge, agkfnfi 
any church ; that being the certain way.of difturbing the peace, 
vxi of hinderin^^ the converfipn of any to t|iey tru^h, by eagagfng 

• . . I " them 



flfe»1n quarhil* iSBtfatilttofrtfiM'; = to ^he Titftrcfl^^hi ^fo'ftflorii^ ' 
ind%hat t>r6feffloii V^lit^lrol'Kerwire'tHbrtmght bebrdu^t to il!eiti= 
fei^i'No pcrfott wfiairoeVaflBiiinpfe'k in j^ thing, {n tWtf rdf^ouj 
aflembly, ' irreverently or feditioufly df the govcrtSiiiiiA' i^f .ihh 

maintenance and fuppprt of a religiqu.s°worffiip. thathi^'dd^s itot 
freely join ij!J,-W^1tfsTrt$t Voltthtarilf 4!ngagcd-to^"|)|jort : But 
the churchesj'^fiapW, parfbhsges^ glebes;, and ^If 8th3" pfopfjjty, 
«ft?Vel6ri*m^ to a& focictldPdf-A.eiftiJttsh oiF^nglan<F, drlny 
b«fcr-**ligi6u$'ftitietits; ftiff S-enKifl«-aiid Hjc fecrfretf'tirtlepffot . 




s*d><iabnty coiirtseftablifhed.- - •- :r- "^ ' • rr:/..- •,-•/..= • 
•■"ij».Tniiit the ^itei-lawsj' aSliSHJlbfbrii'Ufed, ihal) Vc refbi-irfed. 



drfliizcd (5f ' his ftcehold,' Ifl^prtiwr of pfiVileges, ^oV outl^ed, or 
fftcll^^-br' iivaiiy maWiffer:defltoye^,'ot dt^riv^'of W itfiJ/fiberty, 
-op'property, but bj^thft jiWftmciil?bf*h peers/ ^rWtlw'iasv of 



^ •f^4i>. Thatthc military- be »ra.bwafnatfe-ib tVe tfvrl pdtirer oFthe 

43, That the liberty of the p^efs be inviolably prefcrved. - 

^^'44. Watii^'lxtfff of^rs'conWeuticihfhan be^^crc withAut a 
-hv^titvof nineff ^y^s'befo^biWibMf gfVeh i nor flikll any part 
-of the•Anae'bi^•dhangcd%itHiAl^til^^'a^ 6f a Majority df thfe 
numbers of thl^ fe«bty'iafid*Wfe.6F'r«/pffeftri^atfvcs. 




^/A^ LegiJIativi C^ounciL of the GemraiAjfffmhly^^ 

In the Generax ,^s;$j^mply, the lotli Day of March', i7^8» 

• THhVJtt'd bj order of the.Hoilfey - •' ^ 

P&TEE Timothy, *C. (?• >/• 
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ira* C b N S *r r T U T I O N »/iht State cf Ge9rgia, ufianim»fy 

i^llidtpf «r CoNVEKTibV^ /A^ SthofFehruary^ 1777' -t 

1X7 H£il £ A S the condud of the legiflature of Great-Bn«aff# 
y^ for rhany years piafty has been fooppreffi\?e on the peopic<*f 
America^ that of late years, they have plaiinly declared^ -ami 
aflcrted a rigbt to raiie taxes ^upon the people of America," and to 
iBakelaws-tahmd them in all cafes whatfoever, without their 
confent ; .Which ccmdud): bein^ repugnant to the common rights 
^f mamkind, hath obliged the Americans^ as freemen, to oppofe^ 
fuch oppreffive meafures, and to afiert the rights and priviiegei 
they are intitlbd to, by the laws of nature and reafon ; and ac- 
cordingly jtfaath been done -by the general dotifentof all the people 
of the ftates of New-Hampfliire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhodes 
Idand, Conncfticut, New* York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the 
counties of Newcaiible, Kent, and Suilex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-jCarolina, and Georgia, gtvea 
by their reprefentatives met together in general congreis in the 
.citypf Philadelphia, . ' 

And whereas it hath been recommended by the faid CongrefV 
on the fifteenth of May laft, to the refpe£tive afiemblies and con- 
ventions of the united ftates, where no government, fufficient to • 
the exigencies of their affairs, hath been hitherto eftablifhed, to 
adopt fuch government, as may, in the opinion of the reprefenta^. 
tfves of the'people, beft conduce to the hap'pinefs and fafety of their 
;/conftituents in4)articular, and America in general. 

And whereas the independence of the united. ftates of America, 
.has been alfo declared, oit the: fourth day of July, one thoufand 
•fcven* hundred and feVenty-fix, by the faid honourable congrefs'^ 
and all political connexion between them and the crown of Great* 
Britaii) is in confequence thereof difiblved. 

We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the people, from whom 
all power originates, and for whofe benefit all government ii|in- 
tended, by virtue of the power delegated to us, do ordain an<fde-^ 
clare, and it is hereby ordained and declared, that the following 
rules and regulations oe adopted for the future government of this 
Aafe/ . - 

1. The 



/ 



S44 COSstlTUTlOlt OF GEORCrA^ 

I * 

I. The 4egifl%tive, ^ecutive, and judiciary iepzttmctiU fiiali 
be feparate and diftin^^ Co that neither exercife the powers properly 
belonging. to the ^tben , 

«. ThelegiflaCdre of this flatrihall be compoTed of l!he repre^ 
fentatives of the people, as is herein ^fter |iointed out : And the 
rebrefenutives fball be eleded yearly, and ^yefy year, on the firft 
Tuefday in Dcccrtbei'V and thenrepnfttttativeS fo efcaed, fhall 
meet the firft Tuefday in January following, at Savannah, or any 
other place or placeSji where the houfe of aflemhly for Retime 

1ieift| IfiiW dtrea: • / * j . . .. ^ 

On the firft day of the oi^tin^ pjf the repreftniatives fp chofen, 
theyfhaN proceed to thechojceof a governor, who ihafi be ftiled. 
Honourable ; and of an executive council, by ballot out of their 
^!^ b0dy ; viz. two from eaich cxmnty, except Adfe coahtbs 
^jicb are>ipi yet entitled to fend ten naeiaber^. One ct eacb 
teun^y tball alwavs attend where the governor refides, by monthly 
fj^^afion^ UQlefs tae members of each county agree £Dr a ki/ger <a 
ftqrter period ^ this is not intended to exclude either mcmbei' ac« 
lending : The remaining number of repreftntatives fliall be called 
fii l&^ ofJffimUjfi ?nd the4niyofity of die members of Cfae faid 
houfe iball have power to proceed on bufinefs. . 
, 3. It ihall be an; unalterable rule, that the houfeof afiemUy fiisH 
fXpke, and be at an end yearly and every.year, on the4lay preceding 
tkt day of efeSion, mentioned in the foi»g(ring. rule. 

4, The reprefehtation (hall be divided in the following manner: 
Ten members for each ccBinty, as is' herein after direAed, ex- 
cepttng the county of Liberty, whidi contains three parifiies, and 
ifaat ftiail bcaUowfid fourteen* 

The ceded lands north of Ogeechie ^all be one county, and 
known by the name of) Wilkes. 

The parilh of St. Paul flxall be another county^ and known by 
she name of Richmond. 

The parilh of St. George fhall be another county, mndlenowft 
by the name of Burke. 

The parifli of St. Matthew, and the upper part of 8t« Philip, 
above Canoucbie, ftaU be another county, and known by the 
iiame of Effingham. 

The parish of Chrift-Church, and the lower part of St# Philip, 
l»e}ow Canbuchiej ihall be another roumy, and known by thenaoie^ 
of Chatham* 

The pariihesof St. John, St, Andrew, and St. James^ fliall be 
another county, and known by the nicme of Liberty ^ 

The pariflics of St. David and St. Patrick ihaU be aitothif 
.county, and known bythe nameof Glyn. 

The parifhes of St. Thomas and St. Mary fball be atfether 
county, and known by the name of Camden. 

Theportand town of Savaninahfixai) be allowed four menAera 

AO repwfcnt their trade. The 



cbiiirttvr'foH bp trKORorX. ^45 



The^Difff;md town.'of^feifeary 'IhairbealloW'ed ti 
torcpfcfcTitfhfcjrtradc, :"V*'_ . '[ ' 



tw6 members 




ihall have ten rfe«5h)rs i^ and ff thirty, thev fhall have two ; if forty^ 
three; if fixtv, ' foar j ifelghty, iix j i/an hundred and tipwardi, 
'ten ; at which tjiheYwo executive coupcillof s fhall be cfhofeq froih 
thqmf^ as is drreJted for the other counties, v . ! 

6. The reprefcntativ^s ffikll be* chofen out of the refidei^ts iit 
'each county, who fhall have r&jfided, at leaft, twelve months in this 
ilitc, and tnrec months'lTi tte coiinty where they fhall bccleftcd 5 
^except the freeholders of i:he counties of Glyn and C^niden, who 
are jn a ftatc of >Iarm, and wlio fhalT have the liberty of chopfinor 
one member each, as fpctlfi^d in the articles of this cbnftitutio^ 
in any other couiuy> until they have refxdents fufficient to qualify 
them for'ipore' : And they fhall be of the Proteftant religion, and 
t)f the age of twcrtty-one yeaifs, and fhall beppjSeired in their oWii 
rigKt pf two hundred and fifty acres of land,' or feme property t6 
the amount of twa^hund red and fifty pounds. ^ 
' 7. The1i6ufe of afTerably fhall have poWrt<5 niiik^fuch laws and 
regulations, as may be conducive to the gborf! Order and wcfr bating 
of theilate ;/ provided fuch laws and regulitioiis be not re^iigfiant 
to the true indent and meaning of an/ rjale ot regulationcohtamek 
in this CohfUtiition. . , , . . . .;• ^ 

Thehbufe6f affcrnbly fhall alfo have power to repeal alHavir^, 
^nd oidinap.ces, they- find injurious to the people! : An4 the hpufe 
ihatix:hufe itsowh fpeaker,-appoint its own officers, fetife iti^own 
r|iles of proceeding, and dircS v^^rits of •el€<ftidii, for* fuppljrihg 
intermediate ^atancies ; and. fhali have power of aljjo^rnment^to 
'any time,- Of times wjthinHfbeyeat. ; ' . . . , ' 

8. All lawsand ordinances fhall be three times rcad^ and eacri 
Tcaditig'fhall be on difFere'rit atid feparate days,, except in cafes 9f 
,great rteiieffity and dangers and all laws and oxdinantes fealil'® 
lent to the ex!ccutive councili after tfie ftcx)nd:^^'difig, for their ^ 
«perufal afrd atfVrce. * ; . .. ' 

' 9, A'l ni^Ic white inhabitants, of the age of twehty-pne yj^irs, 
^nd pofTelTed!, ih his own right,- of ten pourids valine, ahdliaWc tb 
*bay tax'in this fliite, or bcirrg of anJ^' mechanic trade, and'ffiaU 
♦have'been atrefident fix months Jn this ftate, fhaUhave a tigljt 
^to vote at ^11 feleftions for repnffcntatives, . bt any other officer?^ 
fcerein agfeetlto b'e cliofcn by the people at large ; and every perfoji 
h^vif^g a right to vote at any 6lefl!ion,' mall 'Vote , by ballot 
perfonaJTy.; - ^ •■ 

■^ 10, 'K<>bfficcr whatever fh^II ferve any prbceis, oi^ give any 

y ' other 
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otb?tblndrar)ce,tOjaJiy^l)«:f(|fi ii^tUlcd-to. vote, eidicc ji;i.goinr to 
the place of election, or during the time of.thelaid ejecti^^, pr on* 



II, No perfoo.jthill he entttled to niore than we vatc, w)iich 
mall be gweo mine county whereXuch perfon reudcj, except as 



whilft fuch perfon cTairh?.h'^s ut]^%L noSil^y ^ -b^t if the pe^ifpii 
•J(hfty^iveyp fueled J(ti)iclibn, ia^hprn^ijper as may Jie (Airqfte^ by 

auVf^^VK-'lcgi^ata^^ then> and uxTuck "^'afe, heLih!i'll,be ^itrdo^ 
' tp^i^xV^p^t^ -a^nd 'r^prefcnt^.as teTove'J]fej5\ed.jj..and^]oy. ;^U,the other 
'bVnefit§of ji free citivicn. \ ,.,., ... , ' ,- :» 

idflxaU 




3 'The manner of tk<Slmg rep^^eieatatijc^fhrll,J>i^t^.^ 
;and Ihall be tak<Qn.,b^ two or pore jultices'of the, pe^ce^fn each 
'county, who ffi,a^^ 'prpvicje. i\ coJ^venien.t box for receiviAk-thQTaid 
ballot,^ .j_ajid.pp ^hf^US "^^?i P^l!> '"^? pallors UialjLbe.cQtpjpartfam 
jpublicl\twith tJie Jiffs of VQters^.tb^t have been ?alcpn,. ,and.tnc 
majority immedjiHtly declared ; a certincate .pf ^fh^ ,(iaipe being 

fivenfo the pprfpns.UejftE:cJ,.»a;K} aifo h certificjitejjefiifneitQ^t'be 
pufe'of r^prefcnurivxvs. •, .".^ ' • :. .' .--/. ^ ■■ .: 

"'''ii, /Every VaVrfdaiiitiiled to voterfhall takc.tixe.fpUowmg.oatfa 

or. a|firmapon,jf requjrtd, VIZ*. ;;•',' \^ : ... - .^' -^ i.i, 

'"'"I, A. Bjjdd'voluutanly an di Solemnly fwear^£r,affinn,.J^as.tte 
may De) that I do owe iruG,alJegiat>ce to thjs ffate, ana will 



'Ci 



cafe 

/uppqr.tjh^ corjflitution thefcqf. [ SpTielp me God." 

- " 1 5 V Any five, of the reprefentiij ves elcfleil, . as before dfrq^fied;, 

being met, (hall hav^e. power. to adminifter tlie following oatix^tp 




V. ?* Ij A- fi- ^ folcoiuly fvvcaV, .that I will bev true allegiinqp 
ilqXh^ Sate of Gtorglas and' w'ili truly perform the ti:uft.repSfed in 

*1 .5 ' .- •■J LI. ^ t - •vT- - • { .\ ^ r ■' . t ^ /i' r • , ■ * ^ !■ » 



'i^e* ' and.thutrl yilf pcccujiB.the f^df^e to the; be^ c^f my.knowledge* 
fjf>r;the benefit.of thTs .ftitte, an<i th'e.fuppbrt of the conftitution 
•^hereof; and tKaiJ^Jhave obtained my eledioa witiioi^t fraud or 



» 



bri be' whatever. '.S^ help me God,' 
.-*,i6. The continental delegates fhall be appointed atiiiuaUy by 
ballot* .an4 iliuU h^v^ a right ta fk, .debate and vot^» in the bouie 






^ And the; fime.oath fbal) b{> adminifiertdto tbf iacretar^ ' »i4 
other officers, nccefliary to car^iry the bufinefe imp^gce^on, •/ ^ 
' 3^, The cxeputjive power (hall ejcift, . till, renewed, ^as goihte^ 
out hy the rules of this qonftltutiiGii. 

32. In aU tranfaaioi>s between the Icgiflative , awd ex^^utiif^ 
bodies, the fame fhall be commimicated by m^fflagp, to bedejivewi ^ 
from the legi&ative body to the governor, or executive Gouncil, by 
s^ committee- i and from the gwernor to the bowfe of affem^ly, by 
the fecretary of the council j aad fromtthe execjutive council, by^a 
committee Off the faid council. 

^o. The goveinoiy for the time being? flidl be captain*f(E^ra^, 

and commander in chieif, over all the militia, and other uailit^/ 
^b4 naval fprcesbeloqiging to this. ftate. 

, 34< AJl militia commiffions ftiaU fpecify, thattbe p^rfpn com- 
miffidned fliall continue during good behavipur. \ : 

i 9Si ^^^^y ^^^f^^y i" ^^^^ ^^^^' '^^ ^^^> 05 hereafter oiay havci, 
two hundred and fifty men, and"upwar4s> Habf^ to bear arn^, fiM\l 
Ijtf formed irito.a hattalion^ and when^they become too numerouj , 
for oTie battalion^ they fhall be formei into mpi-e, by bill of tb^ 
Jegiflalttie ; and thole counties that hav^ a lefs nwmber thapjwp 
hundre<3 and fifty, Ihall be fori?ied into independent companies^, 

36. There Ihall be eftabliflied in each county a court, to be called 
j^.fuperior.couTtff to be hisld twice-ii^^ca^h year, ef^ the firft Tuefday 
in March, in the county of Cb^thant. , . . . ! 

The fecond Tuefday in. jMarch,,i^ the county; of Effinghani. 
The third Tuefday in March, in the county of Burke* .\ , 
The fourth Tuefday in March, in tte coi^nty, of Riohmond. 
The next Tuefday,.in the county of Wilkes... , 

AndTuefday fortnight, in the. county of Lib^ty^ ^ , 

The nextTueiclay, inthecou;^ty of Glyn.. :, ;; 
And next Tuefday, in the county of Camden; ^ , ; , : ,. 
.. The like courts to commence, in Oatober^ and cominu? as 
above. - •• - . » * . . • 

37. All cauies and matter of difpute between sipy .p^rws, 
rending in the fame county, to be tried within th^c^Qty. 

3$. All matters of difpute between contending 4>artie^,refiding 
indifferent counties, fliall be tried in the county where, the de- 
fendant refides ; except in cafes of re^l eftates^ which fhall be 
tried in the coUnty where fuch realeftate lies. 

3g. All matters of breach of the. peace, felony, murder, and 

treafon againft the ftate, to be tried in the county whete the' 

. crime was. committed.. All matters of difpute, both civil and 

criminal, in any county where there is not a fufficient number 

of inhabitants to form. ^ court, fhall be tried iu the:ne;^|t acjjapent 

.county wher^ afeourt-isheld..' . . \^.,,., 

40. All caufes of what nature foeyer, fhall }pfi tri?d ij)j|6e 

fuperiQr court, except as hereafter mentioned j, which court 

• ' • ftiali 



jpWll cdnfift ofthe chref-jufticc, arid tfoc or m6re of -tl^ j^ftf^cs^ 
reading in'the county; in cafe of th6 abfence ctf tHedl^ief-juftice^ 
•^iSfe fcnior.r'j«*sce oil the biricti (hall act as dhief juftiqe, 
with the clerk of the county, attorney for the ftAte;'fileriifF, cord* 
1it*f;cohftaWc,aftdthte jurors. An^d^hv 'cafe of the abfence of any. of 
, the'aforementioBcd ifiSCersj the jiiftices Oil the bench to appoint 
mhers in their rborh^r^ /^;)2J>t?rf. AricTif any plaimiff - or defcn- 
dantin civil caufe^ fhall be diffati^ft^d with the determination of 
•iHe jury, thcrtj ahd in that cafe,^they ihall be at liberty within' 
' three days to enter an appeal from/th'at v^rdi^l,- and demand a 
<ttcw triarby se fpecial Jury," to' be ' ftominkted as -follows, ^iz. 
"kkch party, plaintiff* arid defendarit, fliall chufe fix, 'fix more 
names fhall be taken indifFetcntly but of a box provided for that 
piirpofe, the whole eighteen to befummoned,'and their names to 
be put togethcf into the box,^ and the firft twelve that are drawn 
^jiit, *being prefent; Ihail be the fpecial. jury to" try the Caufej and 
'fi'Om which there <an be rto appeal. -: 

41. The jury (hall be judges of the law, as wel) as of fa<a; 
amd fhall not be allowed to bring iii a fpecial verdidb 7 but if all 
W-ahyof the jury have any doubts concerning poti^ts of law* 
they mall apply to the bench, who fhall each of them in rotation 
^givc their opinion, 

\ 42. 'fhejiiryfhail be fworn to^brmg in a verdift accordino^ tb 
law, and the opinion they entertain of the evidence; provided it 
be riot repugnant to the rules and 'regulations contained in this 
conilitution. ' ' \ 

, -43. Thcfpccial jury fhall bcfworn tobring in a verdiS ac- 
cording to law, ami the opinion they entertained of thee.vidence, 
provided it be not repugnant to juftice, equity and confcfence* 
and the rules and regulations cdhtained in thiscooftitution, of 
Which they fbali judge. • ' 

' 44. Captures both by fea and 4an^ to be tried'?n the county 
where fuch fhall be carried in j a fpecial court to be called by the 

cttSef-Jliftice, or, in his abfence, by the then fehior juflice in 
faid county, upon application of the captors or claimants, which 
caufe fhall be determined withrrt the fp^^cc of ten days. The 
mode of proceeding and appeal fhall be the fame as in the fuperior 
coHrts, oniefs after the fecond trial an appeaj is made to the 
continental congrefs; and the diflance of time between the firft 
and fecond triil fhall not exceed fourteen days : And all maritime 
caufes to be tried in like manner. 

45. No jrrand-jiiry (hall confift of Icfs than eighteen, and 
» twelve may find a bill. ' • ' , 

-' '46i That the court of confcience be conrtlnued as heretofore 
pra£Hfed, and that the jurifdictionr thereof -be extended' tO' try 
' tiuUk 'rio;-amouhthig tbmore tliari tcii pounds." ' •— - 
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^ 4^^ AU«5«?ciKions c:^fccedijig five.poua<j5^ except in the, n cafe 
of a cbiirt' merchant, ihall be itayed, until the firft Moi>day ifi 
Inarch > j|?*;9yjd.cd .fei:u.rity.bc .given fqf debts find .coft&. .^ ; 

48. All the coffs sktpnding any 2L^\on'\n the fuperipi' count 
.^alj^.nui excped the /urn of . thref pounds^. and th^itno^aufei be 
allowed to depend in the fuperior Court longer than two t|emv|. 

4J9. ^y:ei:y, oS<;er of the ftateLiball be liable to be called tp^ac^ 
cpunt^by vbejioufe of afleiibly. , ...;•! 

' ' 59, Kyery county ihall, kcpp. the public records belppging .|o thp 
{^aifi I and authenticated copies; of the feveral records, now i|i\ti^ . 
pofleffion of tills Uate, fha'.l be xoade out, and depofited. in ...tbjlt 

county to'whkb they belong. , < * : • .;..:* 

51. Eftates ihall not beentailed, and when a perfon dies intef* 
tate, his or her eflate fhal! be divided, according to the a£^ of 
difiribution made in the reign of Charles thefecond; unlefs 
otherwifc altered by any future a<£i of the legiflaturc. * % 

52. A regifter of probates fli -ill be appointed by the legiflaturc 
in every countyi for proving wills, and granting letters of 
adminiitration. 

53. All civil officers in each county (hall be annually eledlcd 
on the, day of the general eleftion,. except julhces of the peace, 
and regiflters of probates, who fhali be appointed by the houfe of 
afiembly. 

54. Schools ihal] be erefted in each county, and fupported at the 
general expence of the ftaic,as the legiflature fliaJ 1 hereafter poin tout, 

55. A court-houfc and gaol fhall be ereded at the public ex- 
pence in each county, where rheprefent convention, or the future 

^egifliatiife^^ihAil ^int 6ut and dire6^. 

55: All^perronswhatcverfliall have the free cxercife of their 
religion, provided it be not repugnant to, the peace and fafety of 
theltate; and (hall not, unlefs by confent, fupporc any teacher, 
©r teachers, except thofe of their own profeffion. 

57. The great feal of the ft.ue fnall have the foi]o«(^in<* device ; 
on one fide a fcroll*, whereon fhall be engraved, Th Con/iitutioa 
cf the State cf Georgia^ and the motto, « Pro bono puhlicb ; on tlie 
other fide an elegant houfe and other buildings, fields of corn, 
and meadows covered with fheep and cattle j a river running 
through the fame, with a ihip under full fail, and the motto, 
Dem nobis hac Otia fecit. 

58. No perfon flial^^be allowed to plead in the courts of ^ law, 
in this ftate, except thofe who are author! fed \o to do by the 
houfe of affembly ; and if any perfon fo authorifed (hall be found 
guilty of m.i]*pra(^ice before the houfe of afTembJy, they (hall have 
power to fufpend them. This is not intended to exclude any per- 
son from that inherent privilege of every freeman, the liberty to 
plead his own caufe. ^ 

59. Exc^ffive fines fliallnotbelevied,norcxceffivcbiiil demanded. 
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V5* ed^S'^ttUTlONHOP GEORGIA. 

. '■ * * 

'60? The pfirfd[^lc«'6f-t»Bhib^^corpxis la ihart' te pair of 

^thiHwHftitution. ^ * - ' * ' 

61 . Tfrteixfiti of tb< prefs, arid tiiaf! by j ary> to fefniaiiji tnviolatt * V 

%revc¥:^-:- -;■' ••' ; ■ :\r^ - ' -;• ; ■ .;-• 

*-x62K'N6dcr|yTn«n,^ of any tleribinihatiota, fllatt be allowed k 
*lt11i*helegiBatare. ' . . • 

- -dj.vNo tltcratibn 'fhaHl be tnade irt this coiiftitution ^witliout 
petitions from ^majority of the couritfe'Si ^d the voters in^eacii 
%oiwty/within'thi^ 'fhtt. At yirhibh'^time the afFembly (hall order 
^l:^B\^Hti<m'ix>beV«ffca for that putpofe, fpecifylng the altcra- 
4itehs 'tb bfe niadei"-a:ccord initio thc;petitions prefcrVcd to the 
affcmbly by ^he majori;ty of ther counties as afpiefaid. ' 
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Hit MOST' CHRISTTAN MAJESTY, 

A N , » 

The TIJIRTEEN UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

't.R E-iA'T'-V 'V^-'A^iTt and Commerce. 



L O U I S', ^ tbi-Gtmtt »f GbDt King »f France and Nararre, 
To all who Khali fee thele prefentS) Greeting: 

n-H k Cengrep af tie thirteen united Jlates of North- Amirtta, 

•* having bj their flet 
_ %fin it ejla>>lifi, to/6' 

perfia correktit^'li, i 

mih u: a "Treaty of J 

lur' ■£3iy tc give "h theft, 

mining us H akcept of fJ 

tanfidti'aiisns us ibirear 

aiilitiei fmd txpirit/ic^, 

onif hfhvtd CoTiriA A 

Sira/ifurgy 'OnifecrHa 

Oppaintifitj'^dcBrmni^ii 

ea mminate', vppfiyttbnd 
pfajir 'andjp'ecial eaimnt 
tlude and Jt^a with the' 
furnijhtdin -^it^ forni ti 
■- ariidei ■ of tommtfce am 
that Si aa vihh thYfam 

iorre ptrfonaliy frefiAty'-dnd even as thuugh he had'mere fpieiil com-' 
tnandthanvjhdt ii_herein contained ',-'primiJing in gadjattb and en' 
the word sfa king, /» ogree ti', 'arfii^i -eni tfiahVtjh far eiitr\; and la 
dmihflijh andtxeci/ft p'unihiallj., all tBai our faid dtar ahd beloved 
Conrzd Alexander G«rard Jhatijllpiilate andjign, hj virlui if "the 
frtfent powtff withtui eMraviniti^- if in anj manner, or Jiiffefing' 
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it to bi contravetud for any taufu or unJiram frotext wbatjbever ; 
imd al/ofo rattfji the famkin iutj^^^ aitd'iiufi our)rittiJ!cattok to h 
dihviTiitand ixchanged sn the time fh^t JhaB he agreod on. For fuch 
is our plmfun. In t^imonj^ wboro^ wo boivi benuntofot our fiaU 
Dom at VerfaiUiS^ tbts tbirttitb iof offanuary^ in tbi yoar of our 
Lord 0910 tboujand/evsn bundrod om4jovon^$gb$^ and ibifiurtb foar 
rfobrr/rift. - . ^ ^ .' * -. 



(Signed) 






t t 



K I If) 



(Underneath) 



r-% 



i't>'u I 's. 

By the King. 
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iHtl^oil thrifttan King, find the .Thirteen United Slttc^ 
of Tlor^h- America, V^ tt^V, Ncw-HainpfcircVi^aiflachufetts- 
^ , Rhodes Ifland, Coppe^itut, , Ncw-¥oi;}c. , Ncw-Jerfcy, 
/elUsiyivania, Delawarf?^ Marjrland, VirginU^ North-Carolina* 
South-Carolina, aiid Geor^a, ^^lingtofijt in an. i^quitahl^ apa 
permanent mariner, the rules ^vfhich'pu^t to ^ follow^ reiative 
fo.^ie coFrdppndence and^^cbm ^^^^^ fiV^^ defir^ 

to ^ilabnflrVtween their r^fj^^^coMntries^ ftatesand' lubje&i 

his moft 9l|rUliiaivhrMjefty> an4|h^^4^^ o^^i^^^ 

ihat the iaifi en4 could not be Jtejtter qi|lhained|v: th,an J^i/ wing for 

the baiis of their agreement; the mpftper(e<^^ recip^db 

^itjr, J^ndjby carefully avoiding ^11 thofe b|irth^f\^e prefcrehc^i 

VfaicB ar^ u^istlly fources of djs^bate, embarrai)[nientand difcontent i 

^I l*y(pg alfo each party^at liberty to malurefpej£lingin»vi»tip^ 

and cbmnjierce thofe imeribr regulations which it.|mil find aibl)^ 

coovejiienit to itfelf, and b^^ fi>i)ndtf[g^ibe advantage of. cbmmerfe 

.&Iely itpoii reciprocal utility and. the juft ^u)es. of free ipter- 

Gourfe ; reiving withal id e(Kcb party the liberl^ of adoiittingi^ 

at its pleafiire, other natibijs ^-ii participation of the fame advan-- 

lages. U is in the fpjrit p/ this inten^ioto, and tp fulfill th^ie 

view^s, that his (aid oiajefty ^ving nanic4x.aA^ appcnnted for 6i$ 

pl^il^fentiary, C^ntad JUxand^f Giraxd^ toypf, fyndic of the 



T»«j^TT.^. +W?TV^A;S(p ¥9>fM**:CI^ «S 



ncr;il coagrpO, and pi^eptii^tfoCTovwiippof iljejSutl^tfPi 

$fi(HJitaff, Uk <lepiUf frpntMftfMof P(>iuie^ici)^tpt^fai^ 

f(Miip:fi( ^ Jrti^r^f, '■ ' *■•-■■ 

plcifipotentiafi", aftcff- 

flfliper^i^t^i^^yc cpni 

trticlo : " 

; Jrticle ti 'P'H^SLE ^1 be.».-£/inf jfivioUt^U Vfd vntVftrfal 

ffjRg, hit beiri and fjicceflor*, ^d the Mtiite^ ftat« 9f An)prici(, 
ftpdthcfiilycasaf tlwm(4 w4li?^ Ifingand of (he ptid fl»<p(b 
luv} hetweeti the countries, ifiands^^iti^aBd toy.nB Ittiff$c Hi>4fy 
j^if jurifdiiSiQD of the laoft chnllian ^ingq and oF tt)f f^jd w>>tfi^ 
r«)tef, an4|')cpc<H'^'°'' ■P^^^'ifW^ « every degree, wi^hfW 
c<cepti9n of perrons or placet, ^a \\fe i^roit hf^eyi after meffr 



Jtrt. 2. fi}fi mpu chriflian )f iqg and the united ^^tet PUg*^ 
^,(iutu»lly not to gT^nt any partiCfiTjx favour to oth,er nftioni, ip 
i^fpef^ of cofnmeECE and navjg^ickOi y^ict^ {i^U not int^cdiMety 



bpcpine coQunon to the pthcr party, y/bo f^alj enjoy (He fane 
favgur ftpely, if the conceffion jgu freely made, or <i>0 sllpwit)£ 
the fame compenfation, if the conccffion was condl^ioq^. 
'. ^rt- 3. T'^rC^^f'^ of thentofl cbriflian king i^a'l payU the 
S^t?t ozvetf»),ipMAsf counuiet, il^ftod^. cities or tQWEU of U^r 
l^ite^ ftatet* pr any of theoi, no other s>f greater d^uii^ or Ua^ 
jwfts, pf wh,a,t oafi^reioevcrthcy may Iw, orliy wntc namp (oeyi^ 
^lAl, than tho(^ which the naiiont d\o» faycfured arc ot ^11.^ 
j^fijiged to 'pay ^ fjld they IhfiU enjoy ^U the '>^:^i lih^tuq, 
privfleges, loimunities ai)d exe^puoni in ir^de, n^vig^iioa tn^l 
conunercp^ vhctlwr in pifling frbnpoi^cportin tl\e ^ii ^aies 
to another* orin going to itfid7">"n thtf^ne, frcnn apd tp any 
p^rt of the woi^, which the faid iOations do or fliaJI eoiciv. 
. ^r^ 4^ The fubje£is, people ^wfinhabi 
fluet, and each of ihent, QiaU not pay in tl 
jfiand;, citiei ant] placqiunde^ thf jJomiiia 
{ian majeffy in Europe, any otr^r or grci 
of what ns^ure foever they may be, or by w 
tba^ thofe which i;hc njolt favoured nations 
to pay J 8fld thpy fliall enjoy all thf rights 
unmunitiei, and exemptiojts in ffadf, a»\ 
-whether in paffing.lroiq. oflp pqrt in i 
Europe to anot^iqr. or,in going tcf aod^fct 
to any part pf the w^ld, wftLcl^ itM>(i(ld ns 
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iiiom i ft Which cafethcffiVi|«WIMtW«aty,a^flm^^^^^ 
ib long isWhcr rfation*tBe taofllfe>;6ijrcd'ffijJirBi?.d*tfgea tii pa* 



^tj bbt i4'isbhaefft6od/thA'tlie¥a?a United ftates^,^^^ 
^e at iiBeirtjr, When theylhaHjadgePit proper,' to bfta^llfli a du.tj^ 
cquivalern in the fiymc cafe. \ • / -r r- ^ t' t- ' . - -* 

-' J>t; 6, Thc'rtioff chrJffiaAjrigflwnena«rvJ^^ By a^tlie means 
In hirpow^F/^tb' 6r6te^aii^a^^ vVfir(fl«;ana;tU^ effeds h^ 

*lorigtiigto-tWeruDJcdlsi ^pcpple'of ihhsibitants of jihc iai€i"uiiitea 
AateSyor any bfthem, teittg'in'hiiSDbrts.Tiavcirt or roads^ or oH 
the feas Thear hif cqtintries, Waffd'si* cities or to^n,s^ j arid tq recover 
^nd reftofi totHfe'rlght owners,' their agents orattoWiics, all fucli 
^ffels a/iff'erfR<a$ which IHkn within W$ jurifdiaioh- 

ahd the fliijifc'Tpf wai; of Bis' moft chfiftian majeft]^^ or any cbn- 
V6y« Tailing undef his aqthprity., linill iipon all bccafions take 
vnder their p^rojeftion all, vefiHs 'belonging to tHe fiibjcifts, people^ 
or inlrabitants 6f the faid united jftat^^, or any of them, and boM- 
ins^the fame cdurfe, or 'going the fame way, and fhall defend fuch 
Vcnefe, ai'Iongas they hold fhe famecourfc, orgo thefame way, 
againff all 'atta<*k^,* force or violehcd, in tlie f^^m^ lilaoher as they 



warfiailing under their aWthorit^,fliiU p^otefk sinrf defcn,d,' cOn- 
fbrmsrbly to'^th^ tertor of the prctcding articW,''3il tficVcflels kn^ 
efFe£is beldnglrtg to the fubiefts of tlie 'moff * 'cii^i%i |chig,;ini 
-ufe all th'eif endeavours' tb f^covt.f, and ciUft'dif'lii^ rdfo'red; . rfifc 
'fard v^iDels aWd'effe<S^ that ftall haveieen' takerf Wilhin the kirff- 
diftion of i^he fafd uViitfed.ftites, orijijrdf themi-^'-^ '-^ -- ' '^'''''^ 
;- Jrf. 8. The\'moft cHriffiaii king' will emTftoy 'his goo^^ 
\itid iritcfrpofitiphs with ihe\rng6r'bnTperor of-'MdroccVor Fez ; 
.u .^^_._ .. ^t ..._ .rr^.^^. --ilVi^ol)r/*Or"^rfth am 

IcS, 'ftate or Vower, of 
pi;ror,'ftateiintf^nofWcfs,''and'eatfi St^tKem.* in jtjr'ftt ib'providfcas 




fartys the moft chriftian king's fubjedts ihall not fiih in the 
' ' .,;... - havens. 
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^ivem^ '^&js^[cTetks^^roiids9 cOafis or places^ ' ^hjch t)\e faid 
initeid ft^tes liold-, or fliall' hereafter hold •' an'tf in' tike manner 
fhe fubje^, people and inhabitants of tneynited ftiates m^ not 
^fe in thief havens, baysj creeks, roads, coaft^ or places, which" tlie 
iiy>ft c^riftjan king^'popfies, or (hal} hereafter' polTels'; and if an/ 
jflbip 0r yeflel f^^l be found, ^^ing eoiitrary to Ae tenor .of this 
treaty/tKe faid (hip or'vcflel wjth its lading, (.pi'oof beine 
piade thereof) ihall. be conSTpated ; it is however underftood that 
the e^cludon. ftjpulated in /^the prefent article, ihall take ptace 
pnly fo long al^d lo far, as the moft chriiliaii king or the uniteil 
ilateslhall not in this refpe£): have granted anes^emption to fome 
other nation. * . ' ' 

Jrtyio. The united dates, their citizens and inhabitants, (hall 
never difturb the fubje<3s of the mod chrifttan king in theenjoy'^ 
fneni and e)cercife ot the right of fifliing on the banks of New* 
foundland, nor in the indefinite and escclufive right which be- 
longs to then^ on that part of the cosiftof that ifland Which is de« 
figned by th^ treaty of Utrecht, nor in the right relative to all 
and each of the iu^s which belong to Kis moft chriftian majefty^ 
tbew^ole'conforma^ble to the true fenfe of the treaties of Utrecht 
and Paris* - 

' Art. . 1 1. The fi^bje£ls and inhabitants of the faid united ftates^ 
pr any of them, iliall not be reputed Aubatns\n'FHv\Qty andcon^ 
fequently (hall be exempted from the Droit ^Aubainij or other 
jimilarduty, under.wh^t name foever j they may by teftament^ 
f onation, or otherwife, difpole of their goods, moveable and im« 
pioveable, in favour of fuch perfoiis as to them (hall feem good i 
and their heirs, fubjec^s of the united ftates, refiding whether in 
Trance or elfewherc, may fucceed them, ab /«/{/?i?/, without be- 
ing obliged to obtain letters of naturalization,^ and without having 
^he effedt of this conc^llion contefted or impeded, under pretext of 
any rights or prerog<^tives of provinces, cities, or private perfons ; 
^nd the faid heirs, whether fuch by particular title, or ab inteflal^ 
|hall be exempted from the duty called Droit de ddta^ion^ or other 
duty of tiid (ame Ifipd ; faying neverthelefs the local rights or 
duties, as much and as long as fimilar ones are hot eftablidbed by 
^be united ftates, or any of them* The fubjefts of the moft 
chriftian king (hall enjoy on their part, in all the dominions of the 
(aid ftates, an entire and perfcil reciprocity, relative ^o the ftipu- 
lation^ contained in the prefent article.: But it is at the fame time 
agreed, that its contents (hall not afte(^ the Jaws made, or th^t 
piay be made hereafter in France, agajnftemigrationSji which fliaJl 
remain in all their force and vigour } and the united ftates, o^ 
^heir part, or any of them, (hall be at liberty to enaft fuch laws^ 
^plative to that matter, as to them (hall feem proper. 

Art. 1.2, The i^ierchant fliips of cither of the parties, which 
ihali beniakingintdaportbelongingtotheencmyof thepfhWally, 
and concerning whofe voyage and the fpeci^s of goods on board 



5 fuCgicjon, ^ajl bf oblige^ (9 
Sj.'gs in ,iTie' ^9rt? ind haVens^ 
|p ^'ertificatcsj exprefsjy fhe^jiu 
iberof tho^t^ ivhich. b4ye be;c4 

the above- raid CRftificates, iTt^ 
pf'tHofc fortf of goc^i whic^ 
liianj, ahH co^l)gi>«d' for a port 
i'it ftal! not ^lawful'tq blta^ 
Open any chet^,' cbiFers^'pncKs, 
lytejfi, or to remove t(ic'("niaij^ 
1 (hip belong'tb the fubjefls of 
.faid unite.iT.J^jtes, ijniefs the 
e pretence of the affice^s of th); 
xory thereof made ; but there 
&qll be no allowance to fell^ exchange, or alienate the ^a^ic jij 
any manner, yntil that after due anij Vwfijl procefs P^al] ^avf 
J)ecn |iad agai,nfi fuch prohibited goods, apd the courtof adminilty . 
Qiail, by aleritciice pronounced, Kave confifcatcd the f,ime, Uviiie 
|tiw^y> » well the4iip itfelfi as any other gqods found thereii), 
which by this treaty aire to be efteemed free ^ neither may tbey be 
Retained jon pretence qf their bpjpg a^s if wrere infet^ed by the pro- 
hibited goods, much lefs fhalj ihey be conHfcate^ as Ia>yf)Jl prize : 
but if not the whole cargo, but only psirt thereoTfiiall confiA of 
prohibited or contraband goods, and the comn^ander yf the fliip 
fbajl he ready and willing to deliver them to rhe captor who has 
^ifcovered them, in fuchcafe the captor }iaying received thofe 
^oods, (ball forthwith difcharge the fliip, and not hinder h,cT by 
at)y pieans freely to profecute the voyage on which Ihe was bound. 
Bi)t in cafe the contraband merchandize^ cannot be all received on 
voard the veflel of the captor, then the captor may, notwithftanlj- 
'ipg the ofier of delivering him the contraband goods, carry the 
'vcQel into the neareft port, agreeable to what is above direftied. 
' i^r/. 14. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever fliall 1}^ 
found to be Uden by tl'c fu^jcfls and inhabitants of either party 
on any fhip belonging to the enemies of the other, or to rheir 
fubieds, the whole, altnough it be not of the fort of prohibited 
goods, may be confifcated in the fame manner as if it belonged tt> 
tnc enemy, except fuch goods and merchandize as were put ot) 
board fuch Ihip before the declaration of war, or even after fuch 
declaration, if fo be it were done without knowledge of fuch 
declaration ; fo.that the goodsof the fubjeiits and'peopJe of either 
party, whether they be of the nature of fuch as are prohibited or 
Otherwife, which, as is aforcfaiJ, were put on board any &ip 
^:lohging to an enemy befqt'e the war, or after the dechra^ 
(ion .of the fame, without the knt/'-vledg;; of' it, fhall no 
ways be liabte to confifcAtioi^j but IbjU.weit ind truly be 
''.''''. tettorei 
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.reflored > %rithcnit'^eidy ' to ^tbe proprietoi^ '^dqpsindfpg'' tile 

fame ; but fo as that if the faid merchandizes lie ooift7abaiid/.)|t 

fliall not he ftsy ways lawful to eirry tHenristMrwarils ctrateyport 

. btlofiging t0 the.eneiriy/ . ThHwpcofttrkAing.pfrtids-agMey^bit 

.^thc terixi- of :|wo inontfis' he'ii^ paiG»i:aft9r:the ilQchrra^Uiaof. 

'>war| tteir refpi^6t«v«ifM^jr&v from.whaUVerpartof. tbe-WDTid 

they.comeii fl^all notple^ the ignorance niemhiaeft'irY'thift artitM. 

b . Jfri. 15^ A;ni that(oibrc.efFe#aal care may iietakeh for' the 

-ftcttrity of the fubjefbvlndliiihaUitaflts of' both ptlrtitis^'thbt'thliy 

' fttfKi- hobigiiry bytfae'dieil.dF war or priv^Ucfr^ of the bther 

jnrty, ail the coaiiQ«ndem ef the Ihips ofibJBtndftelYrtftiiirt mah 

jiefty and df the faid wici^ (btes^ knd^il thbirlfttljedt 'a»d }ifu 

&abitaniSy ihan.i>ct fhrbi^^^ dorng any injfoiy ordfloiife ^Otlfe 

6thmr iidr V aild if thty*a6l:cothecoatraTy tb^^flitrlibt' pttmilflil^ 

and {ballxBdrpovdr be.bobnd.tomafae fiitia/iidioii f<»r a^l nfutfter^ 

damage, and the intereft thcrec.f, by reparation^ under the pilik 

and cKtfligaiian of tUmt p'erfqni and good^- ^^ > .. :. . . .' : 

jfrti r6. AU fiit[is and- meiichiindiise of wHat niiture ft>€^et^ 
wbidb (hairbe refcued outof tiie hand^ oi^'iarfy piraies or r«M«f% 
oii thekigh Ms^.ihaU be brought into fome poh of eithar fkk9^ 
.aiid {h^U be ^tvKrred to the cuftody of %he ^titas bf that pfbr^ 
, in order cb^bdireftored intiia^to the true propf ietor^ a9' fdbA lis d^t 
and faffioibUt\>ro«f ihoU htmddi conbernipg'the pr^^p^rty tHeit4»ft 
j/rt. ij. It fliall be lawful for th^'flilpi of ivar^of '^ill^C^ 
p^rty^' and pdivatcebv^ finely ii^curr) ^ithcrfijfeye^ they ptiKafe 
the iblps;^ and i goods |«kttn fpotn- therr>eiieniies^ without Mi/lg 
iBbli§rdaepa)( iiny duiy.ikxthebflicers of the admiralty, dr aft^ 
bthcii:jliMi|eri ( nor fiisflr (ach^kze^ be arreted or MztA when th#^ 
c6m)s to «id.<;mcrth6 port of each- paotyt^i A^r ftftflt the iffltfrdfm 
or4lihi;r«fficsi'^x}ftivaft places fearch the f^tmev or mafceebcamtoiW 
tioitv cencisfoifig ihi laitfuln^i^ of fiicH pr\t&& i .b>)t tto^y nffH^ 
hoiftTail.at.any linieg ^andidioapt ini'diny th«ir prit&es m ^ 
places £j|prei!ai in thirir comfnllHons^/uthMY tli^ cj^mifi^iider^^ ^ 
I'ucitTflripsof^warcfbail bef'obtfgddtoihewf Oil-2<i(; c^ntrary^' M 
fteher or itefu|e Aafl be giv^it in their t3ort$ t;tr fach a^ (hatl hd^ 
madd pikuis ovtfk fabjccts, ]|^ople^ or pr^ipcn^'of mk^r^f %h6 
|yarties ; but if f«ch^'ihdl .cpmeiini being fof-c^cd bi^ ftfefsof 
weathefyov the.dang^^rof th^ fev^ all proper ^tteaiii ihall be vtgoi 
loaiy ufed»* that they^out ahd retire from thence as foon ilf 
poffibie* "' ' • - ^ 

jirt. 18; If any flii^ bebngrng to^iffter of' f hfi' ]^!*tie^, ttelf 
^ l^eo^le^ mtfi(ibje&sv IhaU within the cbiaftsor dd\niaions of th^ 
othcr^ fttck upon the fands^ dr Be wreclceJ or fafl^lr aoy othe'e Q^J 
magey-ail friendly aiSfiance and relief {hkl\ begtWfi to the pet'fens 
fiiipwreckedi, pr fuch as fhatl be in danger thereof. And iett^f^ 
of fiife'.coitel«ft fiiall likewifs be giv^en to them for their fr^e^ 
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and .qiiict .paflage from thende, aad tbe retumt of eVery one' 

to hi^ <>wn counkry* . < 

1 vA'/. 19.^111. cafe *lhe Aibjcfis and ifthabitaitts tif -dther partr^ 
'.with .thefr.&tppjng^itUHhether public andof WaF,jor priTateandm 
.Qierchants^.rbe.ifbrced tl^rough flreft af weather^ puifuit.of pirat^^ 
Mr eoeQiR:sv.cr:aity otixer urgent n^cefiiiy^ for feekiiigtof flielter aad 
.barbour, tanreitfcatxmd enter i^to any o(s the rivers§»\ bays^ roads^ 
M potts. belon'gtiig totthe otber<{iaittyy they fhalliik r^oemd and 
Vtf^atod wjth.'all] huaianity and' ^idtidsneis^ and' ehjdy tail friendly 
'pi^tedibn nm^^ help.-; and they ftall be permitted to refreih add 
4>ro!^detbchi (elves at reafon^ble liates with vifbials^'and all things 
ji^edfiij fQr-^e:ftt(fa;iiahcex>f their, perfona^ .or reparatiohof thdr 
<JI)iips]^ and<o6veiiieney of thdr voyage, and they lliaU no ways be 
4eiaii)Qd<)ffrhindi^ed fir oniR rtauonng out of' xhe ^id- ports or roads^ 
wtt mAyire^iuovt and depact' wlicn and whither they pleafe, withoat 
^y let or.hindranco': -. ! .• • =>f i f: • ^ ;.: * - , » 

j/r/. 20. -For the better prbmoting-of commerce on. both fides, it 
f^ agt^ed, -thatMf:>a iiiraF.«m6uld .break out beAre^ the faid two 
jiai;io«if , iix months after the prodamation 6f war .fhdll he allowed 
^Of he*m?xchant$tn the cities and towns where they ilve, for felling 
^nditi^anfportingthm goods and merchandizes 4' and if siny thing 
^e^:taken fromt^en»,ar<my.injuxy he done them iwtthii^tha^ term, 
by ejthcr party, or thepeopleor fubje(Ss of either^ full fatisfadion 
fliidjfbe made for the fanfie« ^ •! - . .-j •» . 

r'.ijfrf. 2J* No fubje£b of tbe moflchriftiao king. Aall apply for 
oril^ke any commiflioo or letters of marque for;vming any ihip 
^r^ips to a£|as privateisrsfgainft.lhe ikixiiunited flaoespr aay <rf' 
4 hem,or againft the £{ub)eds,people,pr.inha(bit^tsofthefaid| united 
'flat^^>or&ny of them, or againft thepropeitypf ^ny of the inhabitants 
ofifikiyspf them from any prince or ftate with which iiie tiaitedibtes 
fliali beatwar •, norihall any'citizen, fukgeA, orinhafaitaAtofidic 
fiijd united fiates or anyof tbem^a[M3ly fortor takeanycommiiEonor 
l^tter^' of marque for arming any (nrporihips>tO'^a;'as.juivateers 
^gaipfl thefubjoSsof the moft ^riftian king,rDr any of thetni^or 
the property .of any of ^the.inhalbitants of.ajiff" of v them froai 
9ny prince or ftate with which the united nates ihudb be at 
V^^Ki n.Qr iball any citizen, fubje^, or inhabitant of theifaid united 
i^ates or any of^bem^ ^Pplv f^^ pr. take any cominiffio»x>r letters 
of marque 4br. arming any mip or. ihips to a<^jis privacder^ aglisift 
the fubjeflsbf themqft chriftian king. Or any of them,- or the 
propertyof a^y of them, from anfprinceor ftat^ with whidh the^id 
kingihall be atwarj and if any perfonaf either natibh^Utakefuch 
coipmiffioi^ or letters of marque, hefhall be punifhed as a piralte«^ 
jt»t. 22* It (ball not be lawful for any foreign priviltters,. not 
belonging to tbe fubjeds of tlte moft ehriftian king, ^icttizens ' 
of the faid united ilates, who have commiffion fiomany^ocher 
pri{)ce or ftate at enmity with either nation, to fit their fhips 
in the ports of either the one or the other of the aforefaid 

2 partfeSy 
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parties, to fell what tbey have taken, or in any ochermanner what- 
soever to exchange their Ihips, merchandizes or any other lading i 
neither ihall they be allowed even to purchafe vi£(uals, except 
fuchas ihall be neceffary for their going to the next port of that 
prince or ftate from which they have commiflions. 

Jfrt. 23. It (hall be lawful for all and ftngular ^he fubje£ts 6f 
the moft chriftian king, and the citizens, people and inhabitants 
of the faid unitied ftates, to fail with their fhips with all manner of 
liberty and fecurity, nodiftindion being made who are the pro- 
prietors of the merchandize laden thereon, from any port to the 
placesoftfaofe who now are or hereafter ihal I be at enmity with 
the moft chriftian king or the united ftates; It ffaall likewile be 
lawful for the fubj^fis and inhabitants aforefaid, to fail with the 
ihips^and merchandizes aforementioned, and to trade with the fame* 
liberty and fecurity from the places, ports, and havens of thpfe wJho 
are enemies of both or either party, without any opposition ordiP 
turbanoe whatfoever, not only directly from the places of the 
enemy aforementioned to neutral places, but alfo from one 
place belonging to an enemy to another place belonging to an 
enemy, whether they be under the jurffdr6tion of the fame 
prince or under feveral. And it is hereby ftipulated, that free: 
jhipsiball alfo have a freedom to goods, and that every thing fliall 
be deemed free and exempt which (ball be^ found on board th& 
ihips belonging to the fubjeds of either of the confederates, al^ 
though the whole lading or any part thereof fhould appertain to the 
lenemiesofeither, contraband goods being a] waysexcepted. It is alfo 
agreed in like manner, that the fame liberty be extended toperfony 
who are on board a free fhip, with thisene£t, that although they 
be enemies to both or either party, they are not to be taken out 
of that free Chipj unlefs they are foldiers and in actual fervice of 
the enemies. 

Jrt. 24. This liberty of navigation and commerce (hall extend 
to 2\11 kinds of hiercliandizes, except thofe only which are diftin- 
guiihed by the name of contraband ; and under this nnihe of con-< 
traband or prohibited goods ihall be comprehended arms, great 
guns, bombs with their fufes and other things belonging; to rhem, 
cannon ball, gun-powder, matc!^. pikes, fword?, lances, fpcars^ 
iialberds, mortars, petards, grenadoes, faltpjjtre, mufkets, mufket- 
ball, bucklers, helmets, breaft-plates, coats of mail, and the liJce 
kinds of arms proper/or arming foldiers, muiket refis, beltSj 
horfes with their furniture^ : and all other warlike inftruments 
whatever; Thefe merchandizes which follow fhall not be reckon- 
ed among contraband or prohibited goods ; that is (o fay, all foirts 
of clothes, , and all other man ufadtu res woven of ai>y wool,. E:ix, 
iilk, coittoQ, br.any other materials whatever^ all kir.ds of wearirig 
apparel,' together with the: fpecies whereof they are ufcd to 
be made^ go^#ndfilver^,as vi^ell coined as nncoLnc'd, tin, iron, 
}$tten, copger, brafs, coals '; as alfo wheat and barlty, and any 

y ' other 
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other kind of corn or pAlfp^ tqlKtci^ci, aod Itkewife all tnAnner of 
fpices, faked and fmoaked flefh^ &lte4 ^(k\ cheefe suatd butteis, beer^ 
oils, wines, fugars, and all forts of falts^ anid in genierii atl provi^ 
fions which ferve for the nourishment of imokind aiKl the fuftenance 

t>flifei furthermore|allkindsQfcott0n^hfinip,fl4X,car,pilsch^ro[^$> 
cables, fails, fail^cloth, i^nchors, and anijr parts of ancWs> alfo &ips 
mafts, planks, boards and beams of whi£ trQQ$ foever, anU aill othen 
things proper either for bai Iding or repiairing (hlps^andaiiother goods 
whatever which have not been worked ihto the form of any in- 
firument or thing prepared for« war by land or fea^ ikall not. be 
reputed contraband, much lefs fuch as have been already wrought 
up for any other ufe; allof which ihall be wholly reckoned 
among free goods ; as likewife all other merchandixes: and things 
Which are not comprehended and particularly* mentioned in the 
foregoing enumeration of contraban(| goods, fo that they may be 
tranfported and carried in the freeft manner by the fu;bje£bof both 
confederates even toplaces belonging to an enemy^ ^ch towns dC 
places being only excepted as are at that time hdieged, blocked 
up or invefted. 

Jrt. 25. To the end that all manner of difientions anld parrels 
may be avoided and prevented on one fide and the other,' it is agreed^ 
that in cafe either of the parties hereto fliould be engaged in war^ 
the (hips and veiTels belonging to the fubje(5ls or people of thc 
other ally muft be furnifhed with fea letters or paflports, expreffing , 
the name, property and bulk of the ihip, as alfo the name ana 
place of habitation of the ma(i:er or commander of the laid ihip^ 
that it may appear thereby that the ihip really and truly belongs 
to the fubje^s of one of the parties, which paflport (hall be iinadc 
oiit and granted according to the form annexed to this treaty i- they 
ihall likewife be recalled every year, that is, if the ihip'nappena 
to return home within the fpace of a year : ft is likewife agreed, 
that fuch Slips being laden are to b^ provided, not only with pafT- 
ports as above mentioned, but alfo with certificates, containing 
the feveral particulars of the cargo, the place whence the (hip 
failed, and whither fbe is bound, that fo it may be known whether 
any forbidden or contraband goods be on board of the fame, which : 
certificates fliall be made out by jhe ofScers of the place wbenco 
the ihip fet fail, in theaccuftomed form ; and if any one fball think 
it fit or Qdvrfeable to exprefs in the f&id certificates the perfon to 
whom the goods on board belong, he may freely do fo« 

Jrt. 26. The (hips of the fubje^s and inhabitants, of either of 
the parties coming upon any coaft belonging to either of the faid 
allies, but hot willing to ei^er into pbrt,:or being etltered into port 
and not willing to unload their cargoes or break bulk^they ihall 
be treated according to the general ' rules prefcribed or to be 
prefcribed relative to. the obje£l in queilion. 

Jr(, 27, If the ihips of the faid fub^e^s, people or inhabitants 

of 
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of either «f the pirties {hull b6 met with, either failing along the 
coafts or on the high feas, by any ihip of war of the other, or by 
any privateers, the f^id fliipsof waror privateers, for the avoiding 
of any disorder, (ball remain out of cannon fhot, and may fend 
their boats on board the merchant fiiip which they fhall fo meet 
with, and 4iay enter her to the number of two or three men only» 
to whom the mafter or commander of fuch (hip or vefiel fhall 
exhibit his paflport concerning the property of the ihip, made out 
according to the form inferted in this prefent treaty ; and the fhip^ 
when fhe fhall haveihewed fuch paflport, ihalF be free and at liberty 
to purfue her voyage, fo as it (hall not be lawful to moleft or fearch 
in any manner, or to give, her chafe^ or to force her to quit her in* 
tended couVfe. 

Aft. 28. It is alfo agreed, that all goods, when once piit on 
board tHe fhips or veflels of eithef of the two contracting parties^ 
fhall be fubjefi: to no further vifitation, but all vifitation or learch 
ihall be made before hai^d, and all prohibited goods fhall be flopped 
on the fpot before the fame be put on boards unlefs there are 
manifefl tokens or proofs of fraudulent practice \ nor fhall either 
the perfons or goods of the fubjedls of his moft chriftian majefly^ or 
the united flates, be put under any arreft or molefted by any other 
kind of embargo for that caufe, and only the fubje£{ of that ftate to 
whom the faid goods have been or fhall be prohibited, and who 
ihall prefume to fell or alienate fuch fort of goods, fhall be duly 
{)uni(ned for the oiFence. 

Art. 29. The two contrading parties grant mutually the liberty 
of having each in the ports of the other, confuls, vice-con ful;;, 
agents and commif&ries, whofe funAions fhafl be regulated by a 
particular agreement. 

Art* ^o. Ahd the more to favour and facilitate tW commerce 
which the fubjefls of the united flates may have with France* the 
nioft chrifliati king will grant them in Europe^^'oneflor more free 
ports; where they may bring and difpofe of all the produce artd 
merchandise of the thirteen united ftates ; and his majefly will 
alfo continue to the fubje£ls of the faid fhites, the free ports which 
have been and are open in the French iflands of America, of all 
which frceports the 'faid fubjeCls of the united flates fhall enjoy 
the ufe, agreeable to the regulations which relate to them.\ 

Art, xi. The prefent treaty fbsilt be ratified on both fides, tni 
the ratifications fliall beeiechanged'in the fpace of fix-moh^s, or 
ft)oner, if poiSble. 

.Ill EA£tT,HyWHiRiOF the rcfpefiive plenipotentiaries havefigned 
the above articles bpth in the French and Englifh languages; 
declaring, neverthelefs, that the prefent treaty was originally 
compofed and concluded in the French language, and they have 
thereto afExed thdr feals. 

Y 2 DONE 
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DONE at Paris, this Sixth bay of Fibruary^ Om Thm/and 
Siv:n Humored and Sevinty^^Eigbu 

(L.S.) a A. G E R A R D. 

(L. S.) B. F R A N K L I N. 

(L.S.) SILAS DEAN E. 

(L.S.) ~ ARTHUR LEE, 

* 

Form of tho Paffports and Letters which are to he given to the Ships 
and Barques according to the Twenty-fifth Article of this Treaty. 

To all who fliall fee thefe prefcnts. Greeting. 

IT 16 hereby made known, that leave and permiilion has been 

given to , aia(lec and commander of the fhip 

called of the town of burthen 

tons or thereabout^, lying at prefent in the port and hayen qF 

and bound for and laden with 

After that this fhip has been viflted, 
and before failing, he fhall make oath before the officers who have 
the jurifdidtion of maritime affairs, that the faid fhip belongs to one 
,or more of the fubjcfls of the a& whereof 

ihall be pu( at the end of thefe prefents \ as likewife that he will 
, keep and caufe to be kept by his qrew on board, the iparine 
ordinances and regulations, and enter in the proper office a lifi^, 
. figned and witneffed, containing the names and firnames, the 
places of birth and, abode of the .crew of his fhip, and of all, who 
fhall emb?«k on bpard her, whom he fhall not take on board with- 
out the knowledge and permiffion of the officers of the marine ^ and 
in every pprt or hayen where he fhall enter with his fhip, he ihall 
ihevv his prefect leave to the officers and judges of the marine i and 
^ ilvali give a faithful account to thej^of wh^t pafied and was done 
during his voyagej ^nd he l(hall c^rry the colours, afpts and en Agn 
of the king or united flates ^during his voyage.. In witnefs where- 
of we have f^gned thefe pref^QCs^pi^d^put the feal of our arms there- 
> untoi.and cau fed thc-fame tp \ b|^;^^^i9{^figoed by at 

the day of . Anao Dpmipi 
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T R E A T Y o F ALLIANCE, 
EvENfUAL and Defensive. 



It OVIS^ by tte Grace of God, King ^France and Navarre, 
To all who fhall fee thefe prefents. Greeting : 

THE Congrefs 9f the united ^aUs of North" America ^ haying hy 
their plenipotentiaries refiding in France^ propofid to form tuitb 
us a defenfive and eventual Alliance : fVilling to give the fatdjiates an 
.ffficacious proof of the intereft we take in their pro/verity ^ we have 
determined to conclude thefaid alliance. For theft caufes and other good 
conftderations thereto moving, we, repofing entire confidence in the capacity 
and experience^ %ial and fidelity for our fet vice ^ of our dear and beloved 
Conrad Altxander Gerard, royal fyndic of ehecity of Strajbsurg^ 
fecretary of our council of fiat e^ have nominated ^ comm^fftoned and deputed^ 
and by thefe prefents figned with our handy do nominate, commijjion and 
depute him our plenipotentiary j givirg him power and fpecial command 
to aSl in. this quality , and confer y negociate, Jreat and agiree conjointly 
with the abovementioned plenipotentiaries of the united fiates, invefied 
in the like manner with powers in due form to determinOj conclude and 
fign fitch articles y conditions^ conventions ^ declarations^ definitive treaty^ 
and any other a£is whatever , as he Jhall judge proper to anfwer the end 
which we propofe ; promifing on the faith and word of a king, to agru 
tOy confirm and e/iablt/hfor ever, to accompUfl} and execute punffuaBy 
whatever our faid dear and beloved Con fad Alexander Gerard ^^/f 
have fiipulated and figned in virtue of the prefent power ^ without even 
contravening it, erfufifering it to be contravened for an) eaufe and under 
any pretext whatever j as likewife to c'aufe our letters of ratification to.br 
made in due form, and to have them delivered in order to be exthanged 
at the time that /hail be agreed upon. For fuch is §ur pleafure. /« 
teftimony v)hereof^ we have fet our feal to- thcfe prefents. Given ai 
Verfailles, the thirtieth day of the month January, in the year of grace 
ine thouf^d fevehhundred cendftHeenty-eight, and 'Ae fourth of our reign ^ 



jf; . 



^* '(Signed) . . . 

{Li8.)\ ^ L. QUI S. 
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The t a e a t r^ 

THE Mod Chriftian i^tng and the JLTnited States of Norths 
America, to wit, New-Hamj^ire, MaiTachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland, Connedicut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pcnnfyl- 
vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North*Carolina, ^nd 
Georgia, having this dav concluded a Treaty of Amity and Com- 
merce^ for t^e^reciprocal advsuntage of their fubje£fcs and citizens, 
have thought it necefiary to take into confideration the means of 
ftrengthenine thofe engagement^, and of rendering them ufeful to 
the fafety and tranquillity of the two parties ; particularly in cafe 
Crreat-Britain, in refentment of that conned^ion, and of the gogd 
0rrefpondence which is the obje£l of the faid treaty, fhould break 
the peace with France, either by dire£t hoftilities, or by hindering 
her commerce and navigation/ in a manner contrary to the rights 
f nations, and the peace fubfifting between the two crowns. And 
is maj^fty and the faid united ftates having refolved in that cafe, 
10 join their councils and efforts againft the enterprises of theif 
common encm^ i , 

The refpeSi ve plenipotentiaries impowered to concert the claufes 
and conditions proper to fulfil the faid intentions* have, after. th& 
moft mature deliberation, concluded and determindd on the fol- 
lowing articles. . . 



I 



Jrtiilii. IF war (hould. break out between France and Greatr 
Britain during the continuance of the prefent war between the 
united ftatei and England, his majefty and the faid united ftates 
fliaU make it a common caufe, and aid each oth^r mutually with 
their good offices, their counfels ai^d their forces, according to the 
exigence of conjundures, as becomes goQd.and faithful allies. 

Art, 2. Thcf eflential and dire^ end of the prefent defenfiye 
alliance is, to maintain effedually the liberty^ ibvereignty, ; an4 
, iildependence, ab|blute and unlimited, of the faid. united ilates, as 
well in matters oiF government as of commerce. • - 

\ An. 3. The two contrading parties (hall » each on its own part, 
abd in the n^anner it maj judg^ moft proper, make ail the efforts 
In hs power againft their contmon eiiemy, in order. .to attain the 
end pr6pofod« t , \ 

Aru 4- The contradling parties agree, that in cafe ^4^r of them 
ihould form any* particular enterprize in which.the concurrence of 
the other may be defired, the party ^pjK>fe .Concurrence is defired, 
fhall readily and with good faith join to ad^ in concert iifjr tjiat pur** 
pofe, as far as circumftances and its own particular fituatidn wilt 
permit.; and in that cafe, they fhall regulate by a particular con« 
ventionvtft^^<)^^iV^^7 ^"^ ^^"^ ^^ fuccour to be furnifhed, and the 
timeandm^nnef of its being brought into adion, as well as the 
adv^tag^s whidt arc to be kis eompeiifatioii. Art% 
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Art. 5. If the united ftates ihouH think fit to atlemj^t the 
redudion of the 3riti(h powei- remaining inthe northern part^of 
Aqierica, or ttte iflan4sof Bermudas, thoie countries oridan4s» tti 
cafe of fttccefs, ihall be^confederaited witb> or depeiVdcnt upon the 
faid united -ftates. 

jrt. fit. The ipoft.chriilian kins renounces for ever the poffefSoa 
of the iflands of Bermudas, as well as of any part of the coQtineaC ' 
of North-Amerioa, which before the treaty of Paris, in 1763, pr, 
]« vjrtue of that treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the crowil' 
of Great-Britain, or to the united ftates, heretofore cialled BritiOL^ 
colonies, or which are at this time, or have lately been under the 
power of the Jcing and crown of Great^Britarn.^ 

Ant. 7. If his moft chriftian majefty flriiU think {^toper to attack 
ainy of the ^»n'ds fituated in the Guiph of Mexico,. 4bf near that 
gulpb, Mi^hich are at prefent under thepovimr of Great Britain, a;il the 
faid ifles, in cafe of fticcefs, (hall appertain to the crown of Frailee. 
'jirt» %\ Neither of the two parties Ihail conclude'eitber trucieor 
peace with Great-Brieaii^ witfaoot the formal confent of iht other 
A'ft obtained ; and they mutually engage not to hj doittn thcjr 
arms, until the independence of &be united ftates ibah' have bein 
formally ox tacitly aftured, by the treaty qr treaties} tblt ftiall ^ 

terminate the war. •■: - 

Art. 9. The contracting parties declare, that bebrg^efc^vdt to 
fulfil each on its own part, the claufes and conditions of the prefent 
treaty of alliance, according to ita dwifr powcir and ciftuttiftances^. 
there fliall be no after-claim of compenfatkHr, on atie fide or the 
other, whatever may be the event of the war, , . ^ 

Art» 10. The mdl chriftian king ^d the united ftates agree 
to Invite or admit other polKer&^ who may have received ioJMries 
from England, to make common caufe with them, and to accede 
to the prefem alliance, under '&ch conditions as fh^U: ba freely 
agreed to, and fettled between all the parties. 

Art. sx. The two parties guarantee mutually from the prefent 
time and for ever, againft all other powers, to witj The united 
ftates to his mo& chdftia^ majefty, the prefent poiTeffions o£ the 
crown.of France in America, as well as thofe which it may acquire 
by the future treaty of peace ;, and his moft chriftian majefty 
guarantees on his part to theunited ftates, their liberty, fovereignty, 
and independence, abfolute and unlimited, as weH in matters of 
government as commerce, and alfo their pofTefSons, and the ad- 
ditions or conquefts, that their confederation may obtain during 
the war, from any of the dominions now or heretofore pofl'effed by 
Great-Britain in North-America, conformable to the fifch and 
fiacth articles above written 5 the whole as their pofleffion (hall be 
fixed and aflured to the faid ftates, at the moment of the ceffation 
of their prefent war with England. 

Art. 12. In order to fix more precifely the fenfe and application 
of the preceding article, the contrafling parties declare, that in 

z cafe 
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cafe of a ruptlire between France and England, the reclproc^ 
guarantee declared in the faid article, fhall have its full force and ' 
fsCk&i the moment fuch war fliall break out ; and if fuch r uptake 
ihtll not take place, the mutual obligations of the faid guarantee 
fliall not commence until the moment of the cefTation of the prefent* 
war^ between the united ftateaand £ngland, (hall have afcertaiiied 
their poflefficms. 

" jfrt* 13. The prefent treaty ihall be ratified on both fides, and 
the ratifications (ball be exchanged in the fpace of fix months, or 
fooner, if poffible. ' 

In Faith whereof the rcfpcAJve plenipotemiirfies, to why on 
. the part of the moft cfariftian king, Conrad Aiexander Gerard^ 
royal fyndicof the city of Strafbourg, and fecretary of his 
' majefty's council of ftatc; and on the parr of the united ftates, 
Benjamin Frsmkliny deputy ta the general congrefs from the ftate* 
of Pen nfy Ivan ia,. and prefident of the conventron of (aid ftate ^ 
Silas D.eani^ heretofore deputy froni t|^e ftare of Cdnnedicut ;' 
tod Arthur Lity counfellor at law, have figned the above articles 
' both in: the French and£ngli(h languages*, declaring, never* 
: tbelefS). that the prefent treaty wa^ originally compofed and 
concluded in the French language, and they have hereunto- 

. affixed their feals« 

"• ' I ■ . 

PONE at Paris, this Si>/* Day ofFArmry^ Om Tboufand Seven 
Hundred and Sewniy'Eigii* 

: ■ . •■ ■ 

(L. S.) C. Ai G E R A R D. 

(L. S.) B. F R /nK LIU. 

(L.S.) SILAS D E A N E, 

(L. S.) A RT HU R L E E. 
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